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Stewardship at UUCS 
We, Phil Carver and John Prohodsky, are the Stewardship Leaders for 2016.  This year we will have a free 

celebration dinner Saturday, February 27, hosted by the Meditation Group and UUCS leaders.  The theme this 
year is “stretching our generous hearts.”    

We have a lot to be thankful for.  Our average Sunday 
attendance has grown substantially in the last several years.  The 
congregation has been a leader among religious congregations in the 
Salem Interfaith Hospitality Network and Congregations Helping 
People.  We have had many great music events at the UUCS.  Rev. 
Rick, Chad Halsey and many others have been active in many social 
justice movements, including Black Lives Matter, slowing climate 
change, move to amend the U.S. Constitution to reduce the influence 
of money in politics, repealing death penalty, and raising the 
minimum wage.   

Our two high priority needs for the next fiscal year (July 2016 - 
June 2017) are deferred maintenance items and fair staff 
compensation based on guidelines.  In recent years, several financial angels picked-up the tab for staff salary 
enhancement and several major maintenance items, including painting the exterior, new outdoor sidewalks and 
ramps, religious exploration supplies, new gutters, toilet and kitchen repairs, and major improvements to the 
landscaping.   

We cannot continue to rely on a couple of families to come to the rescue.  Our maintenance and emergency 
reserves are insufficient for necessary upcoming items, including a comprehensive furnace repairs and 
upgrades, refinishing the hardwood floor in Hanneman Hall, eventual re-carpeting of the sanctuary, entryway 
and RE area, replacement chairs and several other items.  For this stewardship campaign, members and friends 
will get a comprehensive list of needs for the next three to five years.    

Don't miss this opportunity to stretch your generous heart and feel good about your connection to your 
congregation. It is up to all of us!  

We look forward to seeing you at the celebration dinner on February 27.   
Phil Carver and John Prohodsky 

“Civil Disobedients Go to Woodstock” 

On Saturday, January 9, at 7:30 p.m., following in the footsteps of leg-
endary songwriters and community activists like Woody Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Peter 
Paul and Mary, and Bob Dylan, the Civil Disobedients invite the audience to sing 
along as well as listen to songs and stories about community issues from environ-
ment to war to race relations – and songs that are just plain fun.  The Civil Disobe-
dients formed in 2013 with a vision of bringing people together in community through 
music to raise money and awareness about community issues.  

Tickets are not required but there is a suggested donation of $8 to $10 at the 
door.  Proceeds go to Congregations Helping People and the UUCS Music 
Fund.  See you there!! 

The event will be held in the Sanctuary at Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Salem, 5090 Center St NE, Salem, OR 97317, corner of Center Street NE & 
Cordon Road.  For more information contact Aimee Amend-Larsen at 503-364-0932 
or email: music@uusalem.org. 
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~ Rev. Richard Davis, UUCS’s minister 

 

Here at the beginning of 2016 I gaze into my crystal ball to see what will happen in the New Year, 
and I can see that…..well, it’s very cloudy.  I honestly don’t know what this new year will bring. 

 I don’t know who will be elected president in November, but I hope it will be a leader who will unify 
us and promote the common good instead of dividing and diminishing us and serving narrow interests, 
and I hope that other elected leaders will end the partisan politics of polarization that is paralyzing 
government when there is so much that needs to be done. 

 I don’t know if the wars in the Mideast and terrorism in its various brutal forms will escalate or 
deescalate, but I do hope and pray that more people will recognize how hatred and hostility only serve 
to create hells on earth and that we will begin to recognize our common humanity and live in harmony. 

 I don’t know if the disturbing trend of economic inequality that has resulted in the rich becoming 
obscenely richer, the poor much poorer and in the erosion of the middle class will continue, but I hope 
we’ll recognize the dire threat this poses to our democracy and reverse course. 

 I don’t know if we’ll make progress in reforming our racist, classist criminal justice system and 
ending the systemic abuses of our law enforcement agencies, but I do hope we summon the national 
will to rectify this, that we cease to lead the entire world in our rates of incarceration and that we can 
begin to practice restorative instead of harsh retributive justice. 

 I don’t know if we’ll begin to overthrow the political tyranny of the National Rifle Association (NRA) 
and the firearms industry which cows politicians and stymies sensible gun regulation, but I hope and 
pray that we can do so and thereby avert countless heartbreaking tragedies made possible by ready 
access to ever deadlier weapons. 

 I don’t know what new forms of technology will be introduced that will change the way we live, but 
I do hope the unintended consequences won’t cause more harm than was foreseen and that 
breakthroughs in medical science and technology actually do improve our lives. 

 I don’t know if we’ll make progress in slowing down the rate of carbon emissions which leads to the 
climate change which is threatening us all, especially those most vulnerable, but I do hope that climate 
change denialism will die away so we can begin make significant progress in addressing this 
monumental challenge. 

 That’s just the tip of the iceberg of all I don’t know about this coming year. 

 Here’s what I do know:  that each one of us has a role to play in making our world a more 
compassionate, caring and habitable place and each one of us can encounter each new day of this 
new year with a spirit of openness and courage.  May it be so.  Happy New Year everyone! 

Love, Rick 
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

Reverential Ramblings 
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~ Christi J. Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 
 

Happy 2016! 
   This chalice pictured is the first candle I have lit in the New Year.  It is lit for all of you; all of the wonderful 
children and youth that make Religious Exploration Ministry important; all of the volunteers for Religious 
Exploration (RE) that make RE possible; and for all of you, right now, here, at the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Salem, that make it a community. 

Chalice Lighting for you:  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My favorite Religious Exploration (RE) highlights from 2015, through my Director eyes, were when… 

… a youth told me that she is glad that we are learning the principles through the colors of the rainbow using my 
     colored scarves because this is the first time she really has understood them and paid attention to them. 
… a five-year-old said, “We should call RE the kind school.” 
… a sixth grader took a visiting family on an impromptu tour of the RE wing, shared what we do, explained how 
    we are learning the Unitarian Universalist principles and all about our program.   
… a parent shared that they were inspired to come on a Sunday even when they had other plans because their 
    children said they wanted to be at church. 
… I see children singing hymns and are proud that they “do not need a hymnal” because they already know the 
     songs. 
… I see mixed ages helping each other without being asked. 
… I hear the story/discussion lesson talked about and extended during the fellowship/discovery time. 
… I can help a parent feel better after talking about a parenting concern or question. 
… I see youth volunteering in a variety of ways in the congregation. 
… I see all ages making visitors feel welcome in our program. 
… I see the children/youth excited about the RE Offering project and importance of giving. 
… RE activities and groups are formed and attended that bring learning and fellowship. 
… volunteers dedicated to the learning in RE and share time on Sunday with children/youth. 
… I see an interest in RE grow and extend throughout the congregation. 
 

RE NOTES: 
Each Sunday, be sure to watch for the RE announcements and lesson notes from the day, to extend the 

learning on the drive home, available after each service.  This will keep you up to date on the most current RE 
happenings.  In addition, the RE Family calendar is posted in the RE Commons hallway and extra copies are 
available in our information rack.   

Please do not forget that I appreciate open communication and welcome any questions and concerns.  It 
takes all of us to make a strong Religious Exploration program! 

Thank you for my memories of 2015.  I am looking forward to making many more this year.   
In faith and gratitude, Until next time….Christi  

 

  
  
  

  

  
  

Lifespan Religious Exploration 
  

“May my first chalice light of the New Year bring you peace and 
happiness in the little moments of each day.  May the light be a re-
minder of the kindness and love you can bring to this world.  May 
the light of the lit chalice keep in your mind the importance of the 
connection with the interdependent web of which we are all a 
part.  May the chalice light be a beacon of your faith and the light 
you bring to this world!”     Christi 
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Words from Our Intern Minister 
Resistance     

There are many ways that we try to eliminate resistance from our lives. Aerody-
namic cars are shaped to lessen wind resistance and give us better gas mileage. We 
oil machine parts so that they ease past one another instead of grinding against each 
other, making machines work better. We even consider the ways that meeting ag-
gression with softness defuses the situation. It’s Solomon’s wisdom that reminds us 
that, “A gentle response defuses anger, but a sharp tongue kindles a temper-fire.” 
(Proverbs 15:1, The Message) At the same time, we must absolutely be careful not to confuse choosing how we 
apply the power of our resistance with being passive or asleep to the world around us.  

Consider the words of Assata Shakur, “People get used to anything. The less you think about your oppres-
sion, the more your tolerance for it grows. After a while, people just think oppression is the normal state of things. 
But to become free, you have to be acutely aware of being a slave.” 

There are many things calling for your unquestioning allegiance: oil dependence, uncommitted liberalism, 
consumerism, individualism. But, together we are more. Together, we can examine ways that we want to live 
our values and do it together. We can resist. 

Theresa Soto 
Intern Minister 

 

Happenings and Highlights 
Winter Wonder / MLK Pot Luck 

Join our congregation and enjoy a pot luck lunch after the second service on Sunday, January 17.   This is 
the day before national Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and Rev. Rick's sermon during the 9:30 and 11:15 
services will have some reflections on the Black Lives Matter movement.  During the potluck at 12:30, we will 
focus some informal discussions on the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  The public is welcome to the services 
and to the potluck. 

Chase the Winter Weather away and feast on delicious offerings from the members of our 
community.  Nourish more than your body and share conversation and good food with the members of our 
congregation.   Please remember that some people have restricted diets and listing ingredients helps everyone 
make good choices.  We have labels for gluten-free, vegan, nut-free, and vegetarian offerings, should you need 
one.  We will provide coffee, hot water, and ice water as well as condiments like butter, salt, pepper, etc.   

Please bring if your last name begins with: 

  A to G -  Dessert 
  H to N -  Main Dish 
  O to S -  Fruit/Chips & dip/Bread 
  T to Z  -  Side Dish or Salad 

Plan for your dish to serve 6 to 8 people.  Everyone is invited, whether you bring a dish or not!  Arrhiannon 
Kirkpatrick (arrhiannon@gmail.com, 503-936-5056) can answer your questions.  

Begin again, learn Zen again! 
Each Wednesday evening from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. in January, we are offering a wonderful opportunity to 'begin 

again, learn Zen again!' It's a month of Wednesday evening meditations and lectures to help us begin or return 
anew to including the peace and stillness of daily meditation in our new year.  

 It's a series of sitting and walking meditations, silent tea and four talks. The first, on January 6, is 'Being a 
Beginner (again and again)' and will focus on enjoying the process of not knowing and being totally open and 
receptive in life. The next week, January 13, includes a refresher on 'the Fundamentals of Zen Practice' and the 
third week, January 20, focuses on 'How to Maintain a Regular Meditation Practice'. The month concludes on 
January 27, with 'Sitting Still and forgetting the Self.'  

If folks have wanted to dive back into the quiet waters of stillness - here's the time to leap! 
Much joy, Lee Ann Nail 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha 

mailto:arrhiannon@gmail.com
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UU 102 

After the theological and historical substance of the UU101 class, join us on Thursday, January 7, at 7:00 
p.m., for a dessert and more conversation!  We’ll discuss UUCS’ democratic governance, organizational struc-
ture, teams, committees and programs.  UU101 is not a prerequisite.  Come see where you fit with our programs 
and teams.  Child care is offered - call the office to confirm. 

If you are interested in learning more about membership, visit our Becoming a Member page. 

Parent OWL Meeting 
 On January 10, from 12:30 – 2:45 p.m., there will be an Our Whole Lives (OWL) Sexuality Education 
Parent Meeting.  Lunch and childcare will be provided.  This meeting is required for parents of children attending 
Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education classes.  Classes are offered for 3rd – 5th grade and youth 7th – 9th grade.  
If you want more information about the classes, you are invited to attend to hear detailed information about the 
curriculum and schedule to decide if this is something that you wish for your child(ren)/youth to attend.  If your 
child is close to these grades, please talk to a facilitator about the possibilities of their being included in these 
classes beginning in February.   

PLEASE RSVP so that we can have enough food for the provided lunch.  For more information, please contact 
Christi Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration at christi@uusalem.org. 

Animal Chalice Group 
     Join the Animal Chalice Group following the second service on January 10.  Bring snacks to share and gather 
at 12:45 p.m.  Following that, we will be joined by a representative from the Willamette Valley Hospice’s Pet 
Peace of Mind Program.  Their group offers financial resources and trained hospice volunteers to help a pet 
owner with tasks they may not be able to do any longer and, when needed, help hospice patients who are unable 
to keep their pets at home with them.  They will work alongside rescues and foster families to find permanent 
homes for the animals.  For questions, contact Elizabeth Bauman at elizbauman71@gmail.com. 

Partner Church Pilgrimage Information 

Are you curious about the planned trip to Transylvania and our partner church village of Simenfalva?   There 
is still time to make plans to join the group; there is no maximum number of travelers.  It is possible to make 
individual plans for more travel before or following the Transylvania tour.  Jean Sherbeck will host a table in the 
Fellowship Hall after each service on January 10 and January 17 to answer questions about tour highlights, 
village life, and practical trip information.   This is a trip people always remember as a connection to our Unitarian 
roots and our particular Unitarian partners.  Our trip is scheduled for June 23 – July 6, 2016 (includes departure 
and arrival dates at PDX.)  E-mail Jean at jean@sherbeck.net with questions of for more information. 

Social Justice Team Happenings 

On Tuesday, December 15, several members of the UUCS Social Justice in Action Team (SJAT), Salem 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, Racial Justice Organizing Committee, and Oregonians For Peace participated in 
an action to counter the anti-Muslim/refugee rhetoric, violence, and discrimination that has been on the increase 
in recent months.  Standing at the corner of Liberty and Chemeketa Streets during lunch time traffic, the coalition 
waved and carried signs that said things like, “Love thy neighbor. No exceptions.” and “Refugees are welcome 
here.” The majority of responses were approving honks from drivers and statements of gratitude from pedestri-

ans walking by.  Thank you to all UUCS members who put our UU principles into action! 
On January 14, there will be a lobby day to raise Oregon’s minimum wage to $13.50.  There will be a rally 

at the Capitol starting at 3:30 p.m., followed by a legislative hearing.  Dinner will be provided.  All who are 
interested are encouraged to attend.  In November, Rev. Rick and several members of the SJAT participated in 
a similar lobby day at the Capitol to raise Oregon’s minimum wage to $13.50.  The November action was spe-
cifically focused on faith based arguments for providing a dignified and living wage for all workers.  This event 
has a more general focus.  More details about the January 14 effort can be found on Raise the Wage Oregon’s 
Facebook page.  Please let Chad Halsey know if you would like to attend at chadiwicker@gmail.com. 

The Social Justice in Action Team’s next meeting is January 24, at 12:30 p.m. in the Minister’s office.  
Please join us! 

http://www.uusalem.org/Becoming-a-Member
mailto:christi@uusalem.org
mailto:elizbauman71@gmail.com
mailto:jean@sherbeck.net
https://www.facebook.com/SALEM-Fellowship-of-Reconciliation-1382120305376827/
https://www.facebook.com/SALEM-Fellowship-of-Reconciliation-1382120305376827/
https://www.facebook.com/oregoniansforpeace/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1217571608269253/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1217571608269253/
mailto:chadiwicker@gmail.com
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12-Week Mindfulness and Nonviolent Communication Class 
On Tuesday, January 26, a 12-week class in Mindfulness and Nonviolent Communication will begin. The 

class will be held each week from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  The cost of the class for UUCS members is $115, which 
includes a required textbook called: Nonviolent Communication, the Language of Life.  The cost to those outside 
the congregation will be $135.  If your finances are tight and you wish to offer something less than the asking 
price, please ask: nobody is turned away who wants to learn and grow in this way.  Those who can pay the full 
amount are helping those who cannot.  There is a class size limit of 12, on a first-come, first-served basis. Tim 
Buckley and Robin Grupper will facilitate the class.  Please call or email Robin Grupper to register. 
robingrupper@gmail.com 503-949-9763. 

The goal of the class is to create peace, within ourselves and between us and others.  Mindfulness practice 
helps to meet that goal by inviting the mind to a calmer place, where things slow down and where perspective 
clears.  Nonviolent Communication (NVC) helps to meet the same goal by inviting us to consider the things in 
our life that create stress, then use new tools to address the stress honestly, rather than avoiding it in hopes it 
will go away. 

A lot can happen in 24 hours of meeting together.  To optimize the potential for growth and learning, we 
set an intention to establish trust and emotional safety in the room.  Each gathering is highly interactive, with 
exercises that are engaging and, some would say, even fun.  In the course of 12 weeks (2 hours each class), 
you’ll learn a lot about hearing others in a more comprehensive way (empathy or “compassionate listening”).  
You will learn a lot about yourself and a lot about others.  And, you’ll be invited to express yourself more fully, 
less afraid of offending, more confident of what you feel, and what you need.  

Transition Workshop Update 
The organizing team for the Transition Workshop met on December 21st to review the preliminary results 

of the information gathered during the workshop.  In general, the ratings of the topics evaluated were above 
average.  This indicates that the congregation is moving in a positive way toward becoming a “Program” 
congregation as opposed to remaining a “Pastoral” congregation.  The cumulative rating indicates that UUCS is 
poised for continued growth and needs to strengthen or improve certain areas (or factors) of congregational life. 

Two factors emerged as worthy of immediate attention:  
1: an increase in volunteerism is required to meet the “staffing” needs of existing teams and committees in 

terms of active members and leaders, and  
2: the number of paid staff currently serving UUCS will need to be increased over time to manage the needs 

of our growing congregation. 
The needs identified by these factors can, and should be, addressed simultaneously.  Existing teams and 

committees will be asked to examine their missions, planned activities and membership to determine their 
“staffing” needs, including whether or not they have a “surplus” of members. A new group, the 
Volunteer/Leadership Development Group, is being formed to work with individual members, teams and 
committees to identify needs, skills, and opportunities for service.  This group will work with the Membership 
Committee in this regard and also make its information available to the Nominating Committee for their use. 

Prior to an increase in additional paid staff, it is incumbent upon UUCS to get the current staff up to 
appropriate pay levels as identified by the Personnel Committee (and UUA guidelines).  This may be a focus for 
the upcoming pledge drive in the spring.  The current staff will continue to identify specific tasks and roles that 
can be filled by volunteers until budgets allow for additional hiring. 

The above noted “next steps” are consistent with and illustrate some of the ways a congregation “transitions” 
from a “Pastoral” (minister centered) congregation to a more “Program” (decentralized) congregation.  The “next 
steps” also include the formation of a group that will organize and plan our transition.  The formation of this group 
is underway. 

Stay tuned!  Volunteer! Everyone is needed!  Thank you all for what you do! 
LJ Frederickson, Mary Gear, David Jeffers, Rev. Rick Davis 

Unusual Valentine’s Tale? 
 CCTV program producer Lee Coyne is looking for two local couples open to sharing their unusual court-

ship story for a Valentine's week special.  He asks you email him at: luckycoyne@yahoo.com. 

 

mailto:robingrupper@gmail.com
mailto:luckycoyne@yahoo.com


 

January 5, 2016                The Chalice and The Flame - Volume 67 / Issue 5                  Page 7 

 

Seminary for a Day  
 Registration now open. Seminary for a Day is returning to First Unitarian Church in Portland on January 
23.  Our Keynote Presenter will be Rev. Dr. Susan Ritchie, founding Director of the new UU House of Studies at 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio and long serving parish minister.  Susan recently completed service on 
the UUA Board of Trustees as Secretary of the Association.  
 Rev. Ritchie’s keynote address is Children of the Same God: The Historical Relationship Between 
Unitarianism, Judaism, and Islam.  Long before Unitarianism and Universalism merged in the United States, 
Unitarianism was inherently multi-religious.  This address focuses on the implications, dangers, and promises of 
this Unitarian Universalist identity in an increasingly Islamophobic America.  
 A diverse roster of informative workshops will be offered in the afternoon sessions.  You’ll find additional 
program information and an on-line Registration Form here:  www.tinyurl.com/SFAD-2016. 

All are welcome … we hope to see you here! 
Rev. Bill Sinkford, Senior Minister 
First Unitarian Church of Portland 

Swimming Lesson Opportunity  
Please remember that if you wish for your child(ren)/youth to attend one set of swimming lessons at the 

YMCA, there is a donation to RE families to provide for the cost.  Register your child for the lessons and bring 
the payment receipt to Christi Olsen to be reimbursed for the cost.  You may also register and request a check 
be sent directly to the YMCA.

 

Find Your Niche
Welcome….. Welcome One and All  

This is YOUR opportunity for a fun way to expand your personal service pledge by being a “Members at 
Large” facilitator of the Welcome Table during fellowship.   

This involves being at the Welcome Table to greet visitors and invite them to join you.  There are a variety 
of materials available that introduce Unitarian Universalism and our own congregation.  You will answer the 
visitors’ questions to the best of your ability or refer them to the appropriate contact person: (Rev. Rick, 

Samantha Scales (office administrator), Christi Olsen (RE), etc.)    
The goal is to have two facilitators working together.   As the visitors leave, you will give them a welcome 

letter from Rev. Rick.  Additional facilitation guidelines and suggestions are provided.   The “Members at Large” 

team rotates every three weeks with the Lifelines and Hosts teams.   
If you believe this is a match, contact:  Joel or Carolyn Woodman, Membership Team 503-364-8065, 

carolynjwoodman@comcast.net 

Kairos Community Lunch - Volunteers Needed 
Holiday shopping and concert attending couldn't keep the volunteers from the UUCS coming together once 

again to serve lunch to those in need through the Kairos Community Lunch. Many thanks to Carolyn Bridges, 
Loraine Stuart (who provided a lovely combination of Christmas classics and just plain classics on the piano,) 
Lois Stanley, Dale Harris, Carolyn Woodman, Michael Nevarez, Jane Maute and Joan and Jim Stembridge. We 
served 57 diners with soup, chili, sandwiches, and companionship and a place out of the rain. 

We are always looking for new (as well as seasoned!) volunteers to help prepare and serve lunch to those 
in need at the kitchen at St. Mark Lutheran.  Our next service date is Sunday, January 17, 12:30-3:30 p.m.   
Please join us for an immediate way to give back to your community.  Sign up at the Social Justice table. 

Join the Team 
If you’ve appreciated being greeted at the front doors on a Sunday morning by one of the UUCS Hosts or 

handed your Order of Service as you enter the sanctuary, then why not join the team?  We currently have a need 
for two or three additional Hosts.  

The Host program consists of eight teams, volunteering for one service every four weeks.  An important part 
of the Hosts’ duties is to identify our visitors, make them feel welcome and direct them to the Welcome Table 
during the fellowship hour.  Joining the Host Team is a fun way to give volunteer service.  It’s also an opportunity 
to know more of your fellow UU’s. 

To join the Host Team contact: Joel or Carolyn Woodman, Membership Team, 503-364-8065. carolynjwood-
man@comcast.net   

http://www.tinyurl.com/sfad-2016
mailto:carolynjwoodman@comcast.net
mailto:carolynjwoodman@comcast.net
mailto:carolynjwoodman@comcast.net
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Community News 
News of the UUCS Community 

For questions or comments, contact author Petra S. Berger at petraoregon@comcast.net.  You may send 
your stories to the UUCS editors at editors@uusalem.org or call 503-400-7646.  This column is dedicated to 
sharing news of the UUCS community, such as vignettes of “Caught in the Act of Kindness,” Health concerns, 
Volunteer Honors, Accomplishments at all Ages, Leadership, and The Spirit of UU among us & beyond us.  

Note from Petra: I promised a few short vignettes about life in today's Western Europe based on my October 
travels to Germany and Austria, and as related to our seven UU principles - see last item in this column.  I 
voraciously read the newspapers there, watched TV news, and talked with residents to update myself.  

Caught in the Act of Kindness 

Joan and Jim Stembridge have agreed to assist the Mid-Valley Literacy Center in Keizer with tutoring 
ESL for refugees who are expected to arrive in Salem in January 2016 from Syria, Iraq, and Nigeria.  The 
refugees will be brought here by Catholic Community Services of Portland - a total of 50.  Joan and Jim are 
looking forward to assisting the newcomers with learning English and becoming familiar with our cultural 
traditions.  You may check the website of the Literacy Center (midvalleyliteracycenter@gmail.com)  or call 503-
463-1488 for more information.  In order to become a tutor, each will need to be trained by the center.  The next 
training sessions begin this month.  The free required Pre-Training session is January 28, from 6:00 - 8:00 
p.m.  The formal training is in 2 parts: Saturday, January 30, from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., and Saturday, 
February 6, from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  The cost of becoming a tutor for Mid-Valley Literacy Center is $40.  Joan 
and Jim thank you for seriously considering to welcome the tired, the hungry, and the poor, coming from afar 
and yearning to be safe and free. 

Health concerns     

David Bateman, the son of long-time UUCS member Jo Bateman, has been bravely dealing with stage IV 
cancer, and is receiving new and promising drug treatment, as well as receiving Home Health services.  The 
most recent challenge was a pulmonary embolus.  Our Rev. Rick actually married David and wife Karen in 2002.  
David won the World Forestry Center Tree Farmers of the Year 2015 Award for Linn County!  Well deserved, 
David, and our best wishes for your well-being! 

Volunteer Honors  

In a 'Thank You' note, Elizabeth Bauman expressed her gratitude for the help by volunteers of the 
Women's Alliance of UUCS for her mother-in-law’s recent memorial service that was carried out with such 

beauty, caring, and compassion.  Just knowing that they would be there reduced Elizabeth's stress level 100%. 
"Thank you so much and on behalf of my family" she wrote.  Yes, the valuable contributions by our Women's 
Alliance volunteers are manifold!  

Accomplishments at All Ages  

Danielle Olsen, the 17-year old daughter of our RE director, has been a loyal UUCS choir member for six 
full years!  As reported by her mother, Danielle sang out loud in restaurants at a tender toddler age.  She took 
one year of voice lessons and has continued to teach herself to sing with our choir in the best way she knows 
how!  We like to see you sing with the choir, Danielle! 

Volunteer Craig Rowland is in the process of accomplishing a video filming project by interviewing those 
UUCS members who "where there" when early UUCS history took place a number of decades ago. The first 
round of filming at the local CCTV (Capital Community Television) studios took place recently, with 
comprehensive editing work next. Another round of interviews with additional "historic witnesses" is planned.  

The program about the history of UUCS and our Women's Alliance group will be aired by CCTV first. After 
that we may access the program on You Tube, and hopefully offer it to our congregation as a whole in some 
format. In order to get ready for this project and update his skills, Craig took three CCTV classes on the topics 
of Camera, Studio, and Editing topics. Fortunately, Craig brought with him previous training at the Northwest 
Film Center and Art museum in Portland a number of years ago on Video editing and Production. Craig came to 
Oregon from a Unitarian Universalist congregation in Seattle, and we are glad to now call him our own. 

 

 

mailto:petraoregon@comcast.net
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
mailto:midvalleyliteracycenter@gmail.com
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Women’s Alliance Volunteers Work Magic 

In the below photo (by Petra S. Berger), Women’s Alliance volunteers are shown after setting up our annual 

Christmas tree.  From left:  Gloria Holland, Judith Van Osdol, Marilyn Glenn's daughter Tracy, Ruth Larson, 
Claudia Koch, Molly's daughter Rachael Howard, Molly O'Dea, Marilyn Glenn, Elizabeth Canning, Sharon 
Dearman, Catherine Carlson, Jane Manning. 

The Spirit of UU – Among us & Beyond us 

In this age of thousands of refugees from wars on several continents, all seven of our Unitarian Universalist 
Principles are called upon to contribute to at least some relief: 

1. The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 
2. Justice, equity, and compassion; 
3. Acceptance of one another; 
4. A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
5. The right of conscience and use of democratic process; 
6. World community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
7. Respect for the interdependent web of all existence. 

Refugees from Syria and Afghanistan arriving in Germany by Petra S. Berger 

As well publicized by news outlets here and abroad, hundreds of thousands of refugees have been arriving 
in southern Europe in 2015.  They are traveling mostly from Greece into Hungary, Austria, and adjacent 
countries, with ultimate destination being mostly Germany, as well as Sweden, Norway and others.  Chancellor 
Angela Merkel openly welcomed arrival of the refugees last Fall.  

Thousands of compassionate German volunteers rushed to assist the newly arrived with meals, housing, 
and other essential needs.  The president of a local Lion's club in Hannover announced a 700 km bike tour 
with two friends during their USA vacation from San Francisco to Los Angeles for the benefit of locally settled 
refugees and their needs for bike repair.  

The German government is transforming unused buildings into long-term shelters.  They even subsidize 
building renovation and private ownership to create humane housing communities.  
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 German news release and photo, 10/14/15   
 
Yes, our own UU principles are (unknowingly) translated into gigantic 
practical deeds.  

According to the German news magazine Der Spiegel, the challenge for 
the German government remains how to determine their maximum capacity 
for accepting and supporting refugees from these on-going wars, and how 
best to assure humane European border control.  Some 500,000 refugees 
have entered Germany since September 2015, with an ongoing arrival of up 
to 10,000 refugees every day, mostly through Austria.  "The debate over 

refugees in Germany has now grown divisive.  Those in favor are unwilling to recognize the difficulties ahead 
while those opposed too often veer toward prejudice and xenophobia.  Neither is helpful. What's needed is an 

atmosphere of [practical] empathy, an approach consistent with Western democracy - because head and 

heart belong together." (Der Spiegel, Dec. 17, 2015) 

 

The Calendar 
Event Scheduling and Rescheduling 

To schedule an event at UUCS, go to the website (uusalem.org/Calendar).  While you are on the calendar 
page, click on the Event Scheduling Request Form link to reserve the room and time.  If you later need to 
reschedule your meeting or event, please submit a new Event Scheduling Request Form and follow up with an 
email to office@uusalem.org asking that your prior meeting or event time be cancelled.  If you don’t have access 
to email, call the office; leave a message if your call isn't answered.  Please do not ask office staff to remember 
spoken information when they’re away from their desks. 

 

Membership Team Meeting  
Tuesday, January 5, 6:30 p.m. 

Come welcome the new year in silence!  
Wednesday, January 6, 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha continues its 
Wednesday evening silent meditation from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Folks are asked to minimize movement and come 
enjoy the silence together. There is a bell for stretching 
half way through. For those new to meditation, instruc-
tion is offered from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  

For more information, see the article at the bottom 
of page 4 in this newsletter. 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists Meeting 

Thursday, January 7, 6:30 p.m.  
High School Youth Group regular weekly meeting. 

All high school aged students welcome! 

UU 102: A UUCS Overview  
Thursday, January 7, 7:00 p.m.  

For more information, see the article listed under 
“Happenings and Highlights” in this newsletter.  

The Civil Disobedients go to Woodstock  
Saturday, January 9, 7:30 p.m.  

For more information on this special concert, see 
Page 1 of this newsletter. 

 

 
Compassionate Connection  
Sunday, January 10, 10:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.  

Are you going through a hard time? Would you like 
to feel the compassionate support of others? Please 
join us in the front of the sanctuary, following service,  
for Compassionate Connection, a time when we lay our 
hands upon those in distress and our minister offers a 
prayerful reflection. We also invite other members to 
join us and offer compassionate support. 

Our Whole Lives Parent Meeting 
Sunday, January 10, 12:30 p.m.- 2:45 p.m. 

Have lunch in the RE Commons and then attend 
the age specific parent meeting to learn more about the 
OWL curriculum and spend more time with the facilita-
tors. 

Animal Chalice Group 
Sunday, January 10, 12:45 p.m. 

For more information, see the article listed under 
“Happenings and Highlights” in this newsletter.  

Contemplative Sung Prayer: Taize Prayer Service  
Sunday, January 10, 7:30 p.m.  

Contemplative sung prayer, led in the style of the 
Taize Community of Taize, France. Led by vocal choir, 

mailto:uusalem.org/calendar
mailto:office@uusalem.org
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guitar, viola/violin, and flute. Includes an 
anointing/laying on of hands for the purpose of healing 
for those attendees wishing this. Led in dim candlelight, 
includes a period of silent meditation. 

Microfinance Committee Meeting  
Tuesday, January 12, 6:00 p.m.  

The UUCS Microfinance Committee will meet to 
discuss future and ongoing projects and fundraising 
ideas. We focus on improving the lives of families in 
poor countries. We welcome new members!  

Women’s Alliance Meeting  
No WA meeting in January! The next meeting will 

be on Tuesday, February 9 with a speaker from the 
Willamette Valley Children's Charity.  

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha  
Wednesday, January 13, 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

A welcoming place for meditation practice.  

Board Meeting  
Thursday, January 14, 6:00 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal  
Thursday, January 14, 6:30 p.m. 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists Meeting 

Thursday, January 14, 6:30 p.m.  
High School Youth Group regular weekly meeting. 

All high school aged students welcome!  

Mid-Month NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
Friday, January 15, noon.  

Items for the mid-month newsletter must be sub-
mitted to the editors no later than noon today. 

Salem Covenant of UU Pagans Meet & Greet  
Friday, January 15, 7:00 p.m.  

A place for pagans to gather, connect, and share. 
All are welcome to discuss and learn about each other, 
events, and shared spirituality. Bring a snack to share 
and a smile. 
We'd like to get to know you. 

Winter Wonder / MLK Pot Luck Sunday Lunch  

Sunday, January 17, 12:30 p.m.  
Three times during our church year, we will spon-

sor a Pot Luck Lunch for the congregation. This will be 
a time to share in good food and good conversation. 
Everyone is invited!  

Kairos Lunch 
Sunday, January 17, 12:30 p.m. 

UUCS volunteers will prepare and serve lunch to 
those in need through the Kairos program at St. Mark 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 
Minister:  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
 rdavis@uuma.org 
Intern Minister:  Theresa Soto 
 Tisoto@gmail.com 
Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration:  
 Christi Olsen, christi@uusalem.org 
Music Director: Aimee Larsen-Amend 
 Sara Greenleaf Seitz, Pianist 
 music@uusalem.org 
Board Chair:  L.J. Frederickson 
 ljfrederic@aol.com 
Office Administrator:  Samantha Scales 
 Office open Tuesday–Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
 Phone: 503-364-0932 
 Fax: 503-364-3280 
 E-mail: office@uusalem.org 
UUCS Internet Links to: 
 Website:   www.uusalem.org 
 Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem  
Newsletter Editors:  editors@uusalem.org 
 This issue was edited by Elizabeth Bauman and 
formatted by Mike Berger. 

DEADLINES:  
 Newsletter Submissions for The Chalice and 
the Flame must be received by noon on the Friday 
before publication. The deadline for the January 
mid-month newsletter is Friday, January 15. 
 Please send your submissions, including 
personal news items, directly to the editors at the 
following email address:  editors@uusalem.org. 
 Announcements for the separate Sunday 

Bulletin must be at the office by 9 a.m. Tuesday. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: please use the Event 

Scheduling Request form on the UUCS website! 
Note that all fields are required. When complete, 
remember to click the submit button. 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe 
to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter 
and mid-month update (September thru May), 
email your request to the UUCS office at of-
fice@uusalem.org and include your full name and 
email address. If you are a pledging member and 
want to receive a printed copy of the main monthly 
newsletter in the mail, also include a physical ad-
dress. 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:Tisoto@gmail.com
mailto:christi@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:ljfrederic@aol.com
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/
file:///C:/Users/Mike-Dell_3000/_UUCS%20NL%20Project/M/Documents/UUCS%20NL%20Project/September%20Newsletter/facebook.com/UUSalem
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request
mailto:office@uusalem.org
mailto:office@uusalem.org
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Lutheran (Marion & Winter St.) This is one of four-five 
service dates throughout the year.  

Web Team Meeting 
Wednesday, January 20, 2:00 p.m.  

Web team members will consider technical 
changes to the website.  

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha  
Wednesday, January 20, 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

A welcoming place for meditation practice.   

Choir Rehearsal  
Thursday, January 21, 6:30 p.m.  

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists Meeting 

Thursday, January 21, 6:30 p.m.  
High School Youth Group regular weekly meeting. 

All high school aged students welcome!  

Dances of Universal Peace  
Thursday, January 21, 7:00 p.m.  

Simple, easy-to-learn movements and songs hon-
oring spiritual traditions from around the world. The 
dances bring together sacred phrases from the world's 
religious traditions in heart-awakening circle dances 
dedicated to peace within and without. See 
SalemDances.com for more information.  

Lyceum of Trees  
Saturday, January 23, 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

Partner Church Travelers Meeting 
Sunday, January 24, 12:30 p.m. 

For more information, see the article listed under 
“Happenings and Highlights” in this newsletter. 

Social Action Meeting 
Sunday, January 24, 12:30 p.m. 

For more information, see the article listed under 
“Happenings and Highlights” in this newsletter. 

Communications Team Meeting  
Monday, January 25, 4:00 p.m.  

Team members and interested visitors are invited 
to attend a discussion of current progress and future 
plans for UUCS Communications, including web-site, 
Facebook, newsletter, publicity, online communications 
and video productions. If you would like to sit in, or you 
think you may like to help, please join us!   

Facilities Team Meeting  
Tuesday, January 26, 6:00 p.m.  

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha  
Wednesday, January 27, 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

A welcoming place for meditation practice.  

Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, January 28, 6:30 p.m. 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists Meeting 

Thursday, January 28, 6:30 p.m. 
High School Youth Group regular weekly meeting. 

All high school aged students welcome! 
 

 
 

Worship Services and Religious Exploration 
 

January Theme: Resistance 

The sermon topic is similar at both the early and later services, with the early 9:30 a.m. service being more 
interactive.  Childcare and Religious Exploration (RE) classes for children through 5th grade are available at both 
services.  RE for grades 6 through 12 is offered at 11:15 only. 

Sunday, January 10                              "Name Your Poison"                  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

Joanne Manson, Celebrant; LJ Frederickson, Anchor 
First Service Music, Sara Greenleaf; Second Service Music, Ryan Amend and Aimee Larsen-Amend 

It may be time to give "sin" a rest.  But the reality it names can still cause harm.  Is there another way to look at 
this? 

Sunday, January 17                                "The Golden Key"                    The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

Lennie Martin, Celebrant; David Gortner, Anchor 
First Service Music, Ryan Amend and Aimee Larsen-Amend; Second Service Music, UUCS Choir 

Some reflections on "Black Lives Matter" on the Sunday we honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Sunday, January 24                " What Tools We Choose "                Theresa Soto, Intern Minister 
Arrhiannon Kirkpatrick, Celebrant; Gloria Holland, Anchor 

 Music, Jabberwocky 

Certainly, there is more than one tool for every task. What is the role of resistance in liberation? Is there some-
thing for you to wake up to and resist? Together, we will examine the role of our resistance in our daily lives, in 
Beloved Community, and in making the world we dream about.  

Sunday, January 31                                 "Hmmmmmmm?!"                              The Rev. Craig Moro 

David Jeffers, Celebrant; LJ Frederickson, Anchor 
First Service Music, UUCS Choir; Second Service Music, Barry Halgrimson 

Who "owns" the Torah? The Gospels?  The Qur'an? Several years ago a UUCS member shared a chain email 
with me that might just shed some light on these questions.  Hmmmmmmm?!  Let's see what you think when I 
share it this morning. 
 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem 
is pleased to present, as part of our "Concerts in the Sanctuary" series,  

the Civil Disobedients Go to Woodstock concert  
on Saturday, January 9, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


