
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem 

Family Covenant 

 
As part of a religious community the promises we make to each other about how we will treat each other and 

what we will do to create a safe and sacred space is called a covenant.  Our covenant is based on the 

Principles of the Unitarian Universalist Association. 
 

PRINCIPLE ONE:  WE BELIEVE THAT EACH AND EVERY PERSON IS IMPORTANT.  Everyone 

deserves to be treated with respect, to have a chance to share, to be heard and be included in the day’s 

activities at church.  

    

PRINCIPLE TWO:  WE BELIEVE ALL PEOPLE SHOULD BE TREATED FAIRLY AND KINDLY.  

Everyone – no matter their age or sex, race, family, abilities, or differences is welcome.  It means we take 

turns, share, and leave something for the next person.  We speak up and get help when we see someone being 

treated unfairly or unkindly. 
 

PRINCIPLE THREE:  WE BELIEVE THAT WE SHOULD ACCEPT ONE ANOTHER AND KEEP ON 

LEARNING TOGETHER.  This means we need to listen to each other, to participate in group activities to 

the best of our abilities, to help someone who is new or struggling, and to share what we are thinking or 

feeling.  

  

PRINCIPLE FOUR:  WE BELIEVE THAT EACH PERSON MUST BE FREE TO SEARCH FOR WHAT 

IS TRUE AND RIGHT IN LIFE.  Everyone is encouraged to share their own thoughts and feelings.  It 

means listening to others and asking questions to discover what is true and right for ourselves.  It means that 

we will let other people do the same without judging or making fun. 

   

PRINCIPLE FIVE:  WE BELIEVE THAT ALL PERSONS SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO SPEAK 

OUT AND HAVE A VOTE ABOUT WHAT CONCERNS THEM.  Everyone may share their thoughts and 

feelings about what happens at our congregation, and offer their ideas for new or better ways of doing things.  

It means all of us, young and old, need to listen to one another, ask for suggestions and advice and work 

together to make our congregation a safe and special place. 
 

PRINCIPLE SIX:  WE BELIEVE IN WORKING FOR A PEACEFUL, FAIR AND FREE WORLD.  This 

means we settle our disagreements in honest, caring, peaceful ways.  We use our words, not our hands.  We 

participate in congregation social action projects to help others.  We ask for help when we need it. 
 

PRINCIPLE SEVEN:  WE BELIEVE IN CARING FOR OUR PLANET EARTH, THE HOME WE 

SHARE WITH ALL LIVING THINGS.  This means that we clean up our messes, don’t waste food or 

supplies, and recycle whenever we can.  It means we are gentle with our church, plants and animals. 

     

RESPONSIBILITIES.  We all make mistakes at times or fail to live up to the promises we have made to one 

another.  At those times we will lovingly remind each other of our better selves, get the help we may need 

from someone we trust, and listen to one another.  It may be helpful to apologize and make amends for what 

we have done.  Despite these human shortfalls, we do believe that we all are behaving with good intentions 

to make our UU community the best it can be and we will be in relationship with one another accordingly. 
  
 

 

*Modified from A Covenant for the Cooperative Church School of the UU Society of Wellesley Hills  
 


