
Many undocumented people come to this country to escape violence, hopelessness, and fear, and 

in the hope of creating better lives for themselves and their families in this country.  The current 

immigration laws make these individuals and families live under a perpetual threat of deportation 

and economic disadvantage and oppression. 

WHEREAS, Currently Oregon is a sanctuary state for undocumented non-citizens.  

WHEREAS, In May 2017 Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem voted to become a 

sanctuary congregation. 

WHEREAS, IP 22 is a proposed ballot initiative for the  November 2018 election that would 

repeal the Oregon laws that make it a sanctuary state.   

WHEREAS, Oregonians for Immigration Reform, which is sponsoring IP 22,  is listed as an 

extremist group with ties to white nationalism by the Southern Poverty Law Center. 

WHEREAS, The Social Justice in Action Team of UUCS is working with other organizations in 

bringing awareness to the true racist intent of IP 22 proposed by Oregonians for Immigration 

Reform (OFER).  

WHEREAS, IP 22 would also create a widespread climate of fear and uncertainty among those 

undocumented individuals and would continue the inhumane conditions in which the authorities 

detain and apprehend undocumented individuals. 

WHEREAS, IP 22 would also create a widespread climate of fear and uncertainty among non 

white citizens and non white documented immigrants because it would enable racial  profiling.  

WHEREAS, for us as Unitarian Universalists, IP 22 would violate our 1st, 2nd, and 6th core 

principle values which are the following:1) We covenant to affirm and promote the inherent 

worth and dignity of every person; 2) we promote justice, equity, and compassion in human 

relations, and3) our goal is world peace, liberty and justice for all. 

Therefore, we the members of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, resolve to 

support our immigrant rights organizations to prevent IP 22 from becoming law in 

November, 2018.  

The economic impact of this resolution upon the congregational budget may include the cost of 

creating one or two banners, to be paid for from the SJAT budget.    

 


