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I’m addressing you on behalf of the Committee On Ministry. We are charged with supporting and 
counseling Rev. Rick, and to serve as a vehicle of communication between the congregation and our 
minister.  Our members are Megan Altorfer, Dina Triest, Ruth Larsen and Joel Martin.  

 
Rick approached us following General Assembly with concerns that his public support of Todd 
Eklof’s freedom to express his opinions in our denomination might result in the alienation of Rick’s 
ministerial colleagues and disapproval from members of our own congregation.   

 
As he has explained, it is Rev. Rick’s responsibility as a Good Officer to support and counsel his 
colleague. With 26 years of service, not only is he the senior minister in our Pacific Northwest 
District, but he has been elected 4 times by his peers to serve in this trusted capacity as the minister 
to ministers. 

 
The COM hopes you will reach your own conclusions about what path our denomination takes to 
fight racism.  We hope you’ll read Todd’s book and share your opinions with others. What position 
you take in this controversy is not our concern.  
 
I feel compelled to disagree with Rick on one point and to challenge his claim that he is being 
entirely truthful with you.  He isn’t.  He said he has unwaveringly avoided confrontation and conflict.  
It’s not true.  In 1993 Lon Mabon, founder of the Oregon Citizens Alliance, launched a ballot 
measure which would have amended the Oregon Constitution and declared homosexuality as 
abnormal, immoral, wrong and perverse, and prohibit teaching any gay positive messages in 
schools. Rick stepped up to the plate as the only minister to debate Mabon on television.   Tell the 
truth next time, Rick.  

 
The COM’s concern is a fundamental UU value called “Freedom of Conscience” and “Freedom of 
the Pulpit.”  Ironically, in the UUMA Code of Conduct, it says this: “The history and expectation 
of the Unitarian Universalist movement is that ministers are free to speak the truth as 
they understand it. The long standing tradition of freedom of the pulpit extends to 
ministers in all professional settings. This freedom applies to both spoken and written 
public statements.” 

 
Notwithstanding, the board of the UUMA unanimously condemned Mr. Eklof for doing 
just that – expressing the truth as he understands it. This position was taken without 
consulting their membership. Their censure was not acceptable to Rick Davis, and it 
isn’t acceptable to us.  Rick has shared with me that he plans to appeal to the entire 
UUMA membership to rescind the censure by their board. 

 
In 1963, when I was contemplating joining a UU congregation for the first time, I read 
the classic “Why I am a Unitarian,” by the Rev. Jack Mendelsohn.  I’ll share a few 



passages from this book, which helped me decide I would spend the rest of my life as a 
UU: 

 
most churches find their bond of union in scriptural or creedal affirmations. Acceptance into 
membership is based on uniformity of professed theological belief. We go well beyond this 
to express our conviction that differing views are natural and healthy and that attempts to 
enforce religious conformity are deadening and potentially destructive 
 
It further states: 
With us, reason holds the place ordinarily accorded to revelation in orthodox religions. That 
person is likely to behave best who exercises reason most. 
 
And finally: 
Those who differ with us argue that we must be directed by infallible religious guides, or our 
inherent frailties will corrupt and destroy us.  The church which claims authority to dictate 
beliefs is a human institution, and its “final truths” are no more than the conclusions arrived 
at by human leaders 
 
 
I leave you with this, sometimes attributed to our Unitarian forbears, but the author is not 
really known.     “We need not think alike to love alike.”   Blessings. 
 
 
 

 

 


