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May 2020 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Journey to Belonging 
Join in and share your Journey to Belonging in a 3-session Covenant Group exploring our spiritual journeys. The 
group will share where we come from, where we are, and what we look forward to exploring. All are welcome to 
join! Journey to Belonging is facilitated by Reverend Richard Davis via Zoom meeting. 

The group will meet for 3 consecutive weeks on Wednesday evenings May 6, 13, and 20 from 
6:00 -7:30 pm; Sign up using the online form send an email to office@uusalem.org, or call 503-364
-0932. 

Men's Group Bi-Weekly Meeting 
Now meeting every other week through Spring and Summer on the Zoom app at 8:30 am. To join a Zoom 
meeting, follow the instructions in the weekly This Week at UUCS email blast, or contact Ben. This is an open 
group of men supporting each other, so give it a try!  

~Submitted by Ben Cavaletto, LRE.Team@uusalem.org 
 
Introducing Lily Walker, Director of LRE 
Hello, warm greetings to you, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem. It brings me great joy to introduce 
myself to you as your new Director of Lifetime Religious Education. This position is a dream come true for me, 
and I am both humbled and grateful to be presented with the opportunity to serve your congregation in this role. 
Thanks be! 
My name is Lyllian Walker, but please call me Lily. I am a Professional Religious Educator with advanced 
degrees in Religious Studies and Education. I earned my undergraduate degree from the University of Texas in 
Austin with a concentration in South Asian Studies. I then went on to live and work at both Tassajara Zen Center 
in Carmel Valley, CA, and Tara Mandala Buddhist Retreat Center in Pagosa Springs, Colorado. After devoting 
time to learning from the angle of a practical application of my religious studies coursework through work-study 
programs in both Zen and Tibetan Buddhism, I spent time earning my master’s degree in Education using 
teaching Religious Studies as my focus for the program. For more about me, see the UUCS website. 

In my first few days here at UUCS I've encountered an outpouring of welcoming support, vitality and enthusiasm. 
It has been a great pleasure to begin meeting the various leaders of the church and learning about the helpful 
structures that are already in place. With the help of the Communications Team, and the LRE Team we are 
putting together our first RE project — Sewing Safety Masks in response to the novel corona virus. I see this 
project as an opportunity for members participate in an activity that will be helpful to each individual family, the 
congregation at large and the wider community. Stay tuned for more information on this project in the coming 
days. 

With Hope, Devotion and Joy! 

Lily 

 

Chalice Side Chats 
Tuesdays, 6 pm 

Join Rev. Rick on Zoom for a weekly reflection and dialogue 

Check Upcoming Services on the website for the meeting link 

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/JTB20200506
mailto:office@uusalem.org
mailto:LRE.Team@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/2020/04/13/13100/
https://uusalem.org/worship/upcoming-worship-services/contribute-to-share-the-plate/
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For a number of years, it has been my honor to deliver the invocation at the Worker ’s Memorial Service every April to 
commemorate those who have lost their lives on the job in Oregon during the past year.  It is a solemn occasion with 
bereaved family members sitting before me as I say this prayer. This year I sent this prayer on Zoom. I share it with 
you here. 

Worker’s Memorial Invocation (April 2020) 
O God of all times and places and people, God of peace and justice and compassion, you who call us all to lives of 
meaning and purpose: 

May we tune our hearts and minds to your presence within us and amongst us that we might feel empowered, 
empowered to meet with courage and resolve the challenges and opportunities that lie before us, empowered to 
bring more light, and love and compassion into our hurting world. 

Let us now be gathered in spirit, if not in body, to remember and honor those Oregon workers whose lives were lost 
on the many jobs they performed which served the common good – hard jobs, dangerous jobs, and oftentimes, too 
low paying. 

Let us not take for granted all those who put their well-being and their lives at risk to do essential work, especially 
during this critical time when many workers must put themselves at risk to serve us.   Let us remember to be their 
advocates. 

Today, we are humbly and sadly mindful of those who paid the ultimate sacrifice – whose lives were tragically ended 
on the job and whose families have since known shock, grief and heartbreak. 

The hardest thing we have to do in our lives is say goodbye to those we have loved.  Our hearts especially go out to 
grieving family members during your time of sorrow. We offer to you our compassion and support. 

May we remember, too, in a spirit of gratitude, those brave souls who came before us, who fought against powerful 
interests in their time, sometimes sacrificing their very lives, for the right of workers to join together in collective 
bargaining to promote their legitimate rights for living wages and safe and humane working conditions.  

May we find inspiration in their example for our own challenging times… 

May we thirst for justice and compassion and equity in society and may we labor together to deconstruct the human -
made hells that are created by greed, indifference and intolerance in our world. May we strengthen our efforts to 
protect those who work in dangerous conditions. May we recognize the holy power that lies within us, individually 
and collectively, to bring about great good in our world, and may we use that power to do so.  

Amen. 

************ 

This year, the prayer felt especially poignant given the risk that so many workers are now experiencing.  Next year, if 
I am asked to speak again—and I anticipate I will, I wonder what losses we will be commemorating. I will probably 
look out at the families of health care professionals, food deliverers, grocery clerks, the many who must expose 
themselves more than the rest of us so that vital services continue. Let us think of all those who so labor today with a 
heart of gratitude, compassion and concern. 

Love,  

Rick 
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What began as a two-week Spring Break for our children has turned into something not nearly as fun. Schools are 
closed. After-school activities have been cancelled. Sleepovers, roller-skating rinks, playgrounds, movie theaters, 
children’s museums, skateparks, swimming pools, video arcades, comic book shops, toy stores, pizza parlors and 
ice cream shops — almost everything fun is closed. Bummer! Not only do most of our children have a lot less to do, 
they are beginning to really miss their friends and are suffering from a lack of connection. 

As the Cheshire Cat says to Alice during her visit to Wonderland, “Imagination is the Only Weapon in the War 
Against Reality.” There is wisdom in this advice—we too should get creative! As we observe social distancing, we 
must re-imagine ways to create authentic person-to-person connection. In Imagination we find Hope! 

It is for this reason that I want to share with you a few trends  that have been gaining popularity during this time of 
social distancing for creating—or RE-Creating—person-to-person embodied connection. These ideas are wonderful 
for both children and those “Inner-Children” alive in the hearts of adults. 

Go on a Bear Hunt! Children across the world have found a way to turn everyday neighborhood walks into an 
imaginative adventure, and they’re not afraid!  This trend for re-creating activity and connection is based on the 
much-loved children’s book We’re Going On a Bear Hunt, by Michael Rosen. For this activity, community 
members are being called upon to put a teddy-bear outside or in a visible window for children to “hunt” as they walk 
with their families around the neighborhood. Listen to the story, read by the author on YouTube.  

Consider placing a chalice in a visible window for the same purpose!  As families walk or drive around the local area, 
they will notice the homes of their fellow congregants in the church community.  Parents might even want to consider 
helping their children to make a chalice for their window as a craft project. Find different ideas for creating “stained” 
glass crafts out of common household materials. More information is available on the Play Ideas website. 

Geocaching is also gaining popularity during our time in isolation as another way to connect person -to-person 
without actually coming into contact. Geocaching is sort of like an ongoing scavenger hunt where small waterproof 
containers are hidden in outdoor locations. The various hiding spots are managed by an Application on smart 
phones that tracks locations based on GPS coordinates. A typical “cache” or “geocache” will contain a small logbook 
and writing utensil for the scavenger to sign, and sometimes small trinkets or prizes are exchanged as part of the 
process. Learn more about it on the Geocaching website. 

Community members at UUCS might want to consider Re-Creating the Geocaching activity for ear-marked 
scavengers. In other words, Geocache for your friends on purpose! In order to participate in community geocaching, 
take time to make or collect small trinkets, notes, and sentimental objects. Reach out to a friend living in your area, 
asking if they are free to go for a walk. If so, hide the cache of items somewhere fun, then give the friend scavenging 
instructions to help them locate the cache and perhaps walk with them as they search. 

I did this project myself, and it was fun! I painted some rocks and put together a small trinket box for a member of 
our community who lives in Silverton. After contacting this person and agreeing upon a mutual, but staggered, 
meeting time, I took my dog, Flash, down to see the statue of “Bobbie the Wonder Dog” in Silverton. I left the tribute 
box I made there, and a little while later, my geocache partner went out to retrieve the hidden treasure.  

I hope these examples have helped to inspire your own imagination to spark with creative ways to rise above our 
current challenges to create person to person connection. Please consider reaching out to recreate new ways to 
come together while practicing social distancing. 

Note that the LRE Team is currently hosting Religious Education for our Youth via Zoom on Sunday 
mornings at 10 am, following Rev Rick’s lead to weave a consistent learning theme through the congregation. In 
addition, the PWR Youth Division of the UUA is also hosting weekly Zoom meetings for UU Youth ages 14+ on 
Thursday’s at 1 pm.  Contact Lily Walker at dlre@uusalem.org to be added to the email list for information and 
weekly reminders or if you have a teen interested joining the Zoom meeting.  

 

Lifespan Religious Education 

https://youtu.be/kL36gMrHJaI
http://www.playideas.com/25-beautiful-stained-glass-crafts-for-kids
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6NY68EiT1430CkWZJ7Yg7Q
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
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Happenings and Highlights 
LRE Launches Mask Making Activity 

There are a number of jokes starting to buzz around the internet about Spring and 
Summer Fashion in the Year 2020. According to these reports, the trendiest new 
accessory on the market is the COVID-19 Safety Mask. In times of gravitas, sometimes 
it’s nice to lighten the mood with a few jokes and smile a bit. 

However, the fact that people are currently finding themselves in need of a Safety Mask 
for protection is quite serious. According to the CDC, wearing a safety mask helps to 
stop the spread of the virus. It is for this reason that I have pulled together a variety of 
resources related to sewing Masks to help protect ourselves, our loved ones, and friends 

during this time.  

Should anyone wish to gather via Zoom for a Sewing Circle, and/or consider taking up the project of Sewing 
Masks as a Social Action project check the website and please do reach out to Lily Walker at dlre@uusalm.org. 
The project of sewing masks for our Spring and Summer 2020 fashion is serious, but there also might be some fun 
to be had in the doing of it! 

What’s “Growing On” At The UU  
Report from Our New Acting Landscape Team Chair 

“I was impressed by the progress that has taken place on the Front Landscaping Project, as well as the 
Memorial Garden area," reported Mako Hayashi-Mayfield. "The back patio has been recently groomed. I put 
some strawberry starts in the garden outside of the Kaleidoscope door rather than throw them away from the 
front," added Iris Sea. 

Iris and Barbara Stebbins-Boaz are leading the Front Landscape project. They welcome assistance. The 
Mowing Team is working to keep up with the fast-growing grass this time of year. Grass growing in cotoneaster 
beds, and horsetail are challenging invaders. The committee is researching ways to control them. 

I have agreed to be Acting Team Chair. I also have offered to take over responsibility for Bateman Woods and 
would welcome others who would like to help out back there. 

~Submitted by Steve Rosen, Landscape Team 

Right: John Davenport working on front 

garden 

Below: Plants staged for planting 

https://uusalem.org/2020/04/15/lre-launches-mask-making-activity/
mailto:dlre@uusalm.org
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The board was busy during the month of April. Several Board meetings were held including the regularly 
scheduled monthly board meeting on April 13, an electronic voting meeting on 4/18 and an Executive Committee 
meeting on April 22. The focus of each board meeting was responding to COVID-19 limitations and needs. 

At the April 13 meeting, board members discussed and voted on a plan for the Annual Meeting. Because the 
church has been closed to comply with social distancing guidelines, the board voted to override Article VI, 
Section 1 of the UUCS bylaws that states that the Annual Meeting is to be held in May. Instead, the Annual 
Meeting will be postponed and will be scheduled to occur after the congregation is allowed to resume large 
gatherings. At that time members will vote to approve a budget for the 2020-21 fiscal year and the election of 
board members. 

During the state of emergency, the Board of Directors will continue with its current members and conduct 
financial operations without an adopted budget for Fiscal Year 2020-21.  

Once the Annual Meeting date is set, the Board will determine who qualifies to vote in the meeting in terms of the 
cut-off date for membership and the dates of pledge. This has typically been set at 3 months prior to the Annual 
Meeting. 

The board also discussed Ideas for Community Connection, ranging from mask-making to a parking lot sing-
along. Director of Lifespan Religious Education, Lily Walker, and Rev. Rick took on the task of winnowing the list 
of suggestions to one or two strategies that they think we should pursue. Lily had already begun working on a 
mask-making project. 

Several financial issues were brought to the board on various dates. At the April 13 board meeting, the board 
voted to accept a $2000 grant from Pacific Northwest Unitarian Universalist Growth Foundation to pay for COVID
-related expenses to go on-line.   

Proposed Revised Covenant 
The Committee on Ministry is proposing a revised covenant, called the "Covenant of Respectful Relations." The 
proposed Covenant is the result of a survey of the congregation along with Committee review of similar covenants 
at other UU churches and congregations. UUCS members will vote on the proposed Covenant at a 
congregational meeting. The proposed covenant reads as follows: 

Covenant of Respectful Relations  
As members and friends of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, we commit ourselves to 
practicing Unitarian Universalist principles in our daily lives.  
To that end we aspire  
To join ourselves in community because we are stronger together  
Be a welcoming congregation that encourages diversity  
Encourage participation of young people in every aspect of the life of our congregation.  
Encourage all to express their opinions  
To foster healthy relationships  
Treat others and ourselves with dignity, respect, and consideration in our words and actions.  
Closely protect what is told to us in confidence.  
Address conflict in a timely way  
In all of these we strive for improvement, not perfection. May it be so.  

Fun Virtual Activities While Sheltering at Home 
Need a break from the constant news feed? Check out this list of virtual activities while sheltering at home, on our 
UUCS website. 

Reach Out and “Touch” Someone 
Virtually, that is. Consider a phone call or a video chat with someone you may have been thinking of or someone 
who—like you—has been shut in and may appreciate some company. Have a conversation. Catch up on how 
things have been and whether there is anything that they need that you might provide. Tell them or remind them 
of the online services and Rev. Rick’s Chalice Side Chats discussed in this newsletter. 

~Submitted by Steve Rosen and Bob Muir  

Splinters from the Board 

For Your Consideration 

https://uusalem.org/2020/04/20/fun-virtual-activities-while-sheltering-at-home/
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Remembering Gratefully 

Holding an electronic vote on April 18, the board voted to accept a Temporary Work Authorization to allow UU 
Congregational Administrator Emma Kreger and UU Office Assistant Jo Sweeney to assume editing 
responsibilities for the on-line services, with commensurate pay. 

 At the Executive Committee meeting on April 22, the board voted to apply for the appropriate COVID -19 related 
economic emergency federal loan or grant programs for Payroll Protection and other small business expenses.    

~Submitted by Christine Ertl, Board Chair, boardchair@uusalem.org  

Wanda McMaster - Another Key UUCS Member 
Wanda joined our congregation while we were still at our old church at 19th and 
Breyman. She lived in a historic home only a few blocks away in the Court-
Chemeketa Historic District and worked only a few blocks from there at the Oregon 
Department of Health and Human Services. But that did not mean she never traveled. 
Rick Davis remembers that when he and his family were moving from California to 
become our minister, Wanda flew down to California to drive one of their cars up to 
Salem while Rick drove the other car – with two cats – and was delayed by snow 
coming over the Siskiyou Pass. Wanda drove the coastal route with no problems and 
the rest of his family flew up. 

Among her UU activities, Wanda was our treasurer for a few years; there were no 
accounting problems or missed payroll tax payments on her watch!  Cancer was 
sapping Wanda's energy by the time she was 60 and our present building was going 
up in 1997, so she couldn't volunteer for heavy tasks, but she often brought 

sandwiches and beverages for other volunteers. 

As her cancer developed, pain became severe and she signed up for the rather new Death with Dignity 
program.  Wanda’s daughter did not want her mother to end her life, but Wanda asked, “Do you want me to 
keep living with pain?” Her daughter had no answer. About two days before her appointed time in May 1999, 
Barbara Hanneman and Pam Williams hosted a farewell party at Wanda's home, giving guests the opportunity 
to sit by her couch a few minutes to share a memory and say some appreciative words. 

From the sale of her home, Wanda left $10,000 to UUCS. Some of that bought a handsome fountain, which was 
placed just west of our sanctuary (it has since been moved) and the landscaping around it. Other parts of her 
bequest were used to upgrade our office configuration and equipment.  Thank you, Wanda! 

Need help joining or scheduling a 

meeting? 

Email uucszoom@uusalem.org  

mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
mailto:uucszoom@uusalem.org
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Worship Services and Religious Education 

Sunday, May 24  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
"Looking Backward, Looking Forward: Utopia and Dystopia " 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

Sunday, May 10  The Rev. Craig Moro 

"Constructive Treason" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

Theodore Parker was a Unitarian minister and one of this country’s best-known public speakers in 

the middle years of the 19th century. He was a theologian of freedom and an activist in the cause 

of abolishing slavery, though a number of colleagues turned against him for his powerfully rational 

approach to Bible teachings. What would he have to say about current trends in our national life, 

when racist assertions swirl together with a storm of attacks on reason and logical thought? 

Rev. Moro is a graduate of the University of Chicago and Starr King School for the Ministry. He 

lived and studied in India, Singapore, Thailand, the Netherlands, and Japan and has served 

churches in California, Illinois, and the Pacific Northwest. Now he lives in Portland, serving the 

Wy'east UU Congregation, half-time. His sermons are known for blending scholarship and 

knowledge of languages with plain speech and a sense of humor.  

May Share the Plate Recipient:  : Salem Harvest 

All Online Services – Watch our website for a link to each service 

See available services on the Sunday Services YouTube Playlist 

Sunday, May 17  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"What About Loyalty?" 

 

Celebrant: Lennie Martin 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

Sunday, May 31  Sara Pickett 
"An Act of Kindness" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian 

What makes up a life of integrity? Is it the little acts of kindness that we do unconsciously? What 

benefits do we receive from this if any?  

LRE Youth Program Sundays at 10 am 

See the UUCS Services Box for 

Instructions to join  

https://www.salemharvest.org/index.php
https://uusalem.org/worship/upcoming-worship-services/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAHj2CmaALZMdKVX_2D0rzfSAfDcFqqT-
https://uusalem.org/2020/04/08/join-the-family-service-watch-party/
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Lily Walker  dlre@uusalem.org 

RE Sunday Assistants: Elsa McKinney-Menchaca  
Music Director: Laura Christian 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Kit Abrahamson  

Board Chair: Christine Ertl 
boardchair@uusalem.org 

Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger 
Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org  
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir with help from 

Sharon Pierson, Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa Struble. 
Final formatting completed by S. Pierson. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly 
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week email 
and/or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, May 29, 2020. 
This Week submissions are due by Wed. noon. 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUSalem
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://uusalem.org/news-events-overview/events/event-publicity-request/

