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June 2020 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Recalibrating Resilience 

When the state of Oregon went into Stay Home Stay Safe in March, and we closed our building, it was 
amazing to watch and participate in the response that honored our Mission and Vision. We quickly 
affirmed that an on-line church is vital to sustaining our mission and would not diminish our spiritual 
lives. We learned we were strong before the shut down, and our response to the pandemic was 
healing. Resilience! 

What we didn’t know was that we were going to remain closed beyond summer, into the foreseeable 
future. Congregational leaders have met and determined plans to continue meeting our spiritual and 
community needs. We are recalibrating our individual and collective responses to this trauma, moving 
forward to sustain our congregation and our congregants.  

The building remains closed. There will be no meetings in the building, on the patio, or in the 
parking lot. Exclusions to this are allowing landscaping work outdoors and Facilities Team work 
indoors that follow distancing and safety guidelines.  Staff remain available by phone or email but will 
not be working regular office hours. Kaleidoscope Community School will be operating following strict 
state guidelines. 

Sunday Services have begun using a recorded Zoom platform, with our  ASL interpreter, Cherie 
Ulmer, and live music and singing. Plans are being explored to use Zoom for live services, possibly 
with a virtual choir linked from separate locations, and a live coffee hour following services. 

Lifespan Religious Education will continue hosting Sunday Children and Families Watch 
Parties via Zoom.  Virtual Classrooms for Children and Youth and on-line gatherings for YRUUS are in 
the works. Adult learning will be offered for those wanting training in on-line platforms. A World 
Religion Class will be offered this fall and Journey to Belonging classes continue. 

Small Groups including Connections, Teams, Committees, Men ’s Group, UU 
Compassionate Mind Sangha and Affiliated Ministry Groups will all continue to meet virtually. Each 
group is working to stay connected to team and group members, to decrease isolation and enhance 
spiritual well-being. 

Pastoral Care continues with Chalice Side Chats every Tuesday evening via Zoom, and with 
our Caring Committee, known as Life Lines Lay Ministry. If you would like to speak with a Life Lines 
Lay Minister, contact the office. Sharing Joys and Concerns is accessible online on the UUCS website. 

I’ve learned that although we are all in the same storm, we are not all in the same boat. We can 
ameliorate the collective trauma of this storm by practicing our Mission and Vision, being responsive to 
each other and honoring our strengths AND weaknesses as we proceed with open hearts into the 
future. And, when science informs us, we will create a strong, safe Reopening Plan. Stay Tuned. 

~Submitted by Christine Ertl, Board Chair 

Open Staff Meeting June 3 at 1:30 PM 
The UUCS staff invites you as members to attend our monthly open meeting. This is an opportunity for 
you to hear what your staff is doing and discussing for you and offers you a chance to participate. To 
join the meeting on your computer or smart device, click on this Zoom meeting link. To call in (voice 
only), dial 253-215-8782 and then enter the meeting ID followed by pound (#):  830 8066 7503#:  After 
this June 3 meeting, subsequent open staff meetings will happen on Thursdays at 4 PM.  Check the 
UUCS calendar or contact the office to confirm the meeting dates.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83080667503
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In the long history of religion there are ample times when practitioners needed to cease their public gatherings 
for survival’s stake. The early Christians had to meet in secret to avoid Roman persecution and centuries later 
our spiritual forbears likewise sometimes needed to lie low and avoid detection by authorities. Simply put, this 
was the practical response – doing otherwise would only bring destruction. In choosing this path they were able 
to survive and eventually thrive. 

Today, religious communities face the stark fact that gatherings not only endanger the well-being of those 
present, but also society at large. Some folks are asymptomatic carriers of Covid-19—they show no 
symptoms—while others have pre-existing health conditions that put them at great risk should they contract this 
virus, which potentially endangers all of us.  

At a time when we yearn for national leadership to provide informed guidance to unify and safeguard our 
society, the president is continuing to polarize the nation. Against the advice of his own epidemiological advisors 
he is encouraging faith communities to begin re-gathering, claiming that we provide “essential services.” 

It is a political ploy that energizes his base of supporters, especially fundamentalist, Pentecostal and evangelical 
religious leaders who support this call to re-open, despite the fact that this puts their own members and all of us 
at risk. In fact, religious gatherings have been identified as primary hotspots for the spread of this virus. So, 
given the risk, why the rush to get back to public worship? 

To be sure, I share this urge to re-gather. News of a prolonged shutdown raises great concerns because of the 
damage this is doing to many aspects of our lives, including the diminishment of our spiritual lives. I keenly feel 
the loss of being together and getting re-charged by that joyful, loving interpersonal energy we offer one another 
at UUCS. Yet how much greater would be our loss should someone die because we were too impatient to 
gather. Consider the history of the Spanish Flu epidemic a century ago. Most of the deaths occurred during a 
second spike of the virus caused when people fell prey to the temptation to gather too soon after the first wave. 

In our Purposes and Principles, we name “the results of science” as one of the sources of our faith. Thus, we 
will listen to the scientists and epidemiologists who counsel wise restraint to slow the spread of this dangerous 
virus. For details about our plans, please see the “Recalibrating Resistance” article by Board Chair 
Christine Ertl on the first page of this newsletter. 

So, we will be patient, and we will persevere, continuing to be a religious community in the amazing ways 
available to us by technology. 

~Love, Rick 

Beware of Email Scams Using Rev. Rick's Name 

Recently, another person sent information to the office about an email scam where the email APPEARED to be 
from Rev. Rick. The writer asks the recipient to purchase gift cards for various people at "Hope Children 
Homes". Rick reminds the congregation that he would NEVER make such a request. 
There are basic things to do if you receive a suspicious email appearing to be from someone you 
know.  First: verify the email address. Rev. Rick's email is rdavis@uuma.org. Second, if you are asked to 
donate to an organization, search the internet for the exact name you are given to see if it is legit. Usually, the 
name very closely resembles a real organization. Don't be fooled into thinking the writer just made a 
typo.  Third: Mark the email as "phishing"  if your mail server provides that option, otherwise, "spam" .  

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
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UUCS Religious Education has moved to a “virtual platform” on the internet in order to safely welcome congregants 
during the pandemic. I created two virtual classrooms — one for younger children and their families, and one for 
youth aged 12+, where they may find Compassion & Loving Kindness Stories, Activities, Songs & Meditations. To 
find these resources online, click on UUCS Children’s RE Class for younger children UUCS Youth Room for 
children 12 or over. 

Each week, the classrooms will be re-loaded with new Stories, Songs, Meditations, and Activities for families and 
youth to use as a collection of learning tools during the week.  

These activities link to a Virtual Classroom for each age group that is hosted on the Seesaw website. In order to 
participate in the class for the first time, you will need to register with Seesaw, then join the class (it’s free).  

Weekly Seesaw Classes Online 

You can join the UUCS Children’s RE Class or the UUCS Youth Room on Seesaw as follows: 

If you’re using Seesaw for the first time, you need to register, which creates a Seesaw account as follows: 
1. Go to app.seesaw.me 

2. Choose "I’m a Student" 

3. Type in the current code that will resemble letters such as “GRSK CMXR.” These codes change periodically but 
can be obtained from me by email or in person at the soon-to-be-announced parent orientation sessions. 

4. Finish creating your account using your school Google account or email address 

If you’ve used Seesaw before and already have a Seesaw account: 
1. Go to app.seesaw.me 

2. Choose "I’m a Student" 

3. Sign in using your school Google account or email address 

4. Click on your profile icon on the top left of the web page 

5. Click on the +Join Class button 

6. Type in the current code that I have provided. 

Sunday Morning Worship and Zoom Meetings 
We will continue to gather through the Zoom app at Children & Family Service on Sunday mornings at 10 am for a 
live RE Worship experience, and a time to gather and share together in community. We will also be creating a time 
for Youth 12 and over to meet via Zoom on a weekday afternoon or evening during the Summer. Proposed times for 
the offering are Wednesday or Thursday at 2pm or 4pm. If you have a child aged 12-18 who might enjoy joining the 
Youth Group, and would like to find out more information, please contact Lily Walker at dlre@uusalem.org. If you 
would like to be receiving weekly notifications of activities and offerings from RE, and are not currently on our email 
list, please do reach out to Lily Walker at dlre@uusalem.org to be added to our working contact list.  

See you on Sunday morning or at Youth Group soon! 
~ Thank you and bright-blessings, Lily Walker, Director, LRE 

 

Lifespan Religious Education 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qQSXl38_JVfjUio6wI8BZOenPHh-qdOBHZlxlco7yxA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kGrflh5te9tfmZ1pcOb1x1XHGj6eC66tT6zBg8fuuGg/edit?usp=sharing
http://app.seesaw.me
http://app.seesaw.me
https://uusalem.org/2020/04/08/join-the-family-service-watch-party/
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
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Happenings and Highlights 
UUA General Assembly Becomes Virtual Event 
General Assembly (GA), originally planned to be held in Providence, RI from June 24-28, has been 
transformed from an onsite event into an all-virtual event, in response to public health guidance 
discouraging in-person gatherings. 

Virtual GA retains many of the important elements that attendees have come to expect and cherish, including 
worship experiences, powerful speakers, learning opportunities, and dozens of interactive programs over five 
days. Anyone can attend this annual event. Registration fee is $150. To find out more information about what is 
being offered at GA or to register go to www.uua.org/ga. 

Congregations are invited to send voting delegates to GA every year. Such delegates have been vetted 
by their congregations, and are allowed to vote on business matters during GA. Interested in doing so at 
this year’s GA? The Credential Manager is now available, and our congregation can begin distributing 
member delegate credentials for General Assembly.  
If you are interested in becoming a credentialed member delegate, or have any questions about GA in 
general, please contact Christine Ertl, UUCS Board Chair at boardchair@uusalem.org. 

Important Survey in Late June to Verify Contact Info 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic UUCS service and meeting adjustments, we wish to ensure that you are 
receiving the latest information from UUCS. For that we need your current contact information. In the 
final week of June, UUCS office staff will be sending an email survey. We hope to check in on our 
community this way, and spread the word about online services, answer questions and connect people 
in these strange times. We will be using this as a foundation to improve our connection to our members, 
visitors, and friends in the future - when we are able to be together under one roof once more. Please 
keep your eyes out for the brief survey: we need your responses! If you do not currently receive This 
Week by email or do not receive the survey, please contact the office! 

 

Need to set up a meeting? 

Want help with Zoom? 

Send an Email to: 

uucszoom@uusalem.org 

Are you missing Sunday Services? 

Each week, the Worship Team and the office staff produce a full length 

service for you to enjoy in the comfort of your own home.  Links to the 

service are posted on Saturday evening or Sunday morning. 

You can also join the Children & Family Service live at 10 am every Sunday 

morning. 

Check the front of our website for links to join in!! 

file:///C:/Users/Vicki/Downloads/www.uua.org/ga
mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
mailto:uucszoom@uusalem.org
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Josephine Odom Furnished Our Down Payment 
Josephine Odom was a member of the First Unitarian Society of Salem, Oregon (FUSSO) – the name 
of our society before we renamed ourselves the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem – in the 
1960s.  Jo Bateman remembers Josephine’s involvement in Women’s Alliance. 

Josephine died in the summer of 1970 – fifty years ago!  In January 1971 as her estate was settled, 
FUSSO received a bequest of $5705.56, which was invested until FUSSO decided what to do with it. 

Over the next few years, the congregation figured out that what they wanted was a new building. The 
church at 19th and Breyman had been in terrible shape when they bought it. Carlisle Roberts ’ account 
was that the main floor was held up by faith alone. Of course, they fixed that. Sometime later Stan 
Seleen noticed that the walls bowed out and were in danger of collapsing, and they fixed that.  There 
were plenty of more minor deficiencies.  The congregation didn’t want to step up to another used 
church; they had done that once and wanted a better path. So, they looked for property on which they 
could build a new church.  [Note of reassurance: the church at 19th and Breyman was structurally 
sound and in much better shape in 1997 when the Friends Meeting bought it from us.] 

In 1976 FUSSO found a three-acre property at the corner of Center Street and Cordon Road. It could 
be bought for $15,300. Josephine Odom’s bequest furnished the down payment. Remaining payments 
were due in the next three years. Making those payments was difficult. Lynn Cardiff remembers that as 
treasurer in the early 1980s she made the final payment, so apparently the payments had to be 
stretched beyond the contracted three years. With that difficulty in making payments on the property, 
there was no appetite for the much more daunting task of raising money to build the new church. 

That property, the site of our current church, sat vacant in our hands for twenty years. During that time 
Keith Bateman maintained it, among other things eradicating the invasive Himalayan blackberries. The 
forested area behind our church is named Bateman Woods in honor of that faithful service (be it noted 
that Keith performed many other services for the congregation – as has Jo). Not until 1994 did the 
congregation muster the courage to start raising money to build a new church on the property. 

Josephine Odom’s bequest started the chain of events that led to construction of our church in 1997! 
Thank you, Josephine; we wish you could have seen the result of your generosity those fifty years ago. 

The lease for Kaleidoscope Community School was discussed and approved to be renewed for the 
next three years.  The school will operate with a smaller group of children for this year’s summer 
school, and will slowly return to a full school, depending on enrollment, in the fall. 

The board approved leasing the building to Camerata Música for their upcoming concert season 
beginning in September, depending on COVID-19 guidelines. During the vote, the board discussed the 
existing rental policy which allows for prioritizing leasing to congregants.  It was agreed however that, 
once a lease is signed, the party’s lease will be honored. 

The board approved a Payroll Protection Grant that the Finance Team applied for, to supplement 
income for payroll expenses by a Small Business loan. The loan stipulates that, as long as the 
congregation uses all funds for payroll and secondary expenses, the loan will be forgiven as a grant.   

DLRE Lily presented her vision for LRE for the upcoming year, when the building is open for services. 
She identified outreach, community building, aligning RE curriculum for all learners and social 
outreach.  While the building is closed, Lily presented her plans for virtual classrooms and for getting 
the RE office re-organized. 

~Respectfully submitted by Christine Ertl Board Chair, boardchair@uusalem.org 

Splinters from the Board 
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What’s Happening at the UU Outdoor Plant! 

Here are some recent pictures of the UU front yard project that has been worked on by Iris Sea, John Davenport, 
Neil Pierson, Alan Holland, & Andy Driscoll. It is very close to completion!  

John Davenport and Bonnie Heitsch are beautifying the Memorial Garden. John is working on the bench that will 
make that a very good spot for meditation.  

A crew worked on weeding the bed between Center St and the parking lot.  The large cedar bush that has 
overgrown the front fence is being cut back to help control the blackberry vines that have grown up in it. There 
has been progress in Bateman Woods - weeding and clearing the paths and reestablishing some that have 
become completely overgrown. Lots more to do! A team has been working out on the back patio - so many 
weeds! The amazing Gang of Four mowers are keeping up with the grass that is loving the combination of rain 
and sun that we have had recently! Anyone else out there itching to mow? 
Help of all kinds is needed by the Landscape Team. It’s easy to maintain social distance doing landscape work  
If you are interested in helping, let Steve Rosen know: sjr1948@gmail.com/503 551-5501. 

mailto:sjr1948@gmail.com/503%20551-5501
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Worship Services and Religious Education 

Sunday, June 21  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"The Window of Wonder: Q & A with Our Minister" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett  
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

It's an annual tradition at UUCS - on this Sunday Rev. Rick will respond to questions submitted by YOU, 
members and friends of UUCS. Questions can pertain to theology, spirituality, religion, congregational life, the 
UUA, politics & religion, art & religion and anything else you'd like to ask.  
 

Send your questions to worshipteam@uusalem.org by June 13. 

Sunday, June 7  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Flower Communion" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

Our Annual Flower Communion Service is on the first Sunday of June. This year, in lieu of bringing flowers to the 
service, the service creates a virtual bouquet using the nearly 100 photographs submitted by the congregation. 
Your flower symbolizes your unique self and reminds us of how each one of us contributes to the beauty of the 
whole. 

June Share the Plate Recipient:  Nellie Thompson-Dorothy Patch Scholarship Fund  

All Online Services – Watch our website for a link to each service  

Sunday, June 14  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Gleaning Wisdom Through the Years" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens  
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

As our congregational year winds down it's a good time to reflect on the wisdom we gain through the years of life 
- such hard won wisdom can be a sure guide as we continue along our paths. 

Sunday, June 21  The Rev. Kathryn Bert, 

Minister UU Church of Vancouver, WA 

"Productive Disequilibrium: Navigating the Zone of Discomfort" 

Celebrant: Lennie Martin 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

The world has been thrust into a period of disequilibrium. How do we make this time productive? Rev. Bert 
explores the principles of adaptive leadership and what they can teach us about this time of "between." 

mailto:worshipteam@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/2020/05/31/share-the-plate-recipient-for-june-2020-is-the-thompson-patch-scholarship-fund/
https://uusalem.org/worship/upcoming-worship-services/
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis  
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Lily Walker  dlre@uusalem.org 

 
Music Director: Laura Christian 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Kit Abrahamson  

 
Board Chair: Christine Ertl 

boardchair@uusalem.org 

 
Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger 
Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org  
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir with help from 

Sharon Pierson, Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa Struble. 
Final formatting completed by S. Pierson. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly 
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week email 
and/or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, July 3, 2020. 
This Week submissions are due by Wed. noon. 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUSalem
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://uusalem.org/news-events-overview/events/event-publicity-request/

