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General Call for Volunteers to Help with our 2017 Pledge Drive 
This coming year we are doing something new with our annual pledge drive, offering activities to help us 

1) deepen our relationships, 
2) discover what our hopes and dreams are for UUCS and our 

surrounding community, and 
3) continue creating a congregational culture grounded in 

abundance and generosity. 

The annual pledge drive is something we all do together, for the 
good of our congregation. This year’s plan has lots of opportunities 
for YOU to be involved, in small or large ways. 

We’ll need facilitators for small group discussions, note-takers for 
those discussions, teams to serve up a light lunch or a celebration 
dinner, envelope-stuffers, folks to make those follow-up phone 
calls, a video production team, and maybe some other roles, too. If 
you’re interested, email Bob Muir at muirrobe@gmail.com with the skills you offer and your availability in the 
months of January and February. 

This is a time for us to be together and to consider deeply the difference we are called to make in the world. 
Now, more than ever, we are mindful of the value of Unitarian Universalism in our lives and our community. A 
joyful and successful pledge drive will provide us with the foundation we need to be a beacon of love and 
justice.  
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Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Potluck January 22  
The Winter Wonderland Potluck will take place on Sunday, January 22 after the second service.  Check your 
favorite soup, casserole, or bread recipe for warmth and comfort in mid-winter and bring your yumminess to 
share with all.  Your offering to our community pot luck should feed 8 to 10 people. 

Please remember, there are those who have food restriction/allergies, so please label your food to help 
everyone make good and safe choices. 
If your last name begins with:  
 A to G  Bread/Chips/Snacks 
 H to N  Main dish 
 O to S  Side dish/salad 
 T to Z  Dessert 
Let’s celebrate the wonder of the winter season and the great community we share!  Be sure to plan to join us 
on January 22 at 12:45 pm!  Helping hands to wash dishes and tables afterwards are always welcome! 

Next Welcoming Congregation Film January 23 
The Welcoming Congregation monthly movie night will be showing the documentary “Do I Sound Gay” on 
Monday, January 23.  We hope to see many of you there! The Welcoming Congregation renewal process is 
dependent on the participation of UUCS members in events such as this. 

http://gmail.com/
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Words from Our Intern Minister 

This month, Rev. Rick and Monica have written a joint 

article. 

Rick:  Monica, for years I’ve been thinking that during our every member pledge campaign members and 
friends of UUCS should gather in small groups to reflect, share, build fellowship, dream, and cast visions of our 
future. Yet, I didn’t have a clear idea of what form this might take.  Then, you came forward with a great 
plan.   Will you say something about that? 
 
Monica:  Sure, Rick. This year we’ll have lots of opportunities for everyone to take part in “appreciative 
inquiry” discussions, focusing on what our congregation contributes to our lives and what we could contribute to 
our community. These discussions will take place on Sunday mornings and Tuesday evenings in February, and 
they’ll give us a chance to talk with people we might not know very well AND to share what’s important to us. 
Especially now, it’s vital for us to strengthen our connections to each other and get clear about what’s most 
important to us.  
 
R.: When I first learned about “appreciative inquiry” a few years ago I was an instant convert – I appreciate 
the way it invites people to focus on strengths and those things we want to see thrive.    I can’t wait to learn 
what the members and friends will say in all these small groups – these responses will enable us to know who 
we are, recognize our strengths and this will put a strong wind in our sails.      
How will folks be able to sign up for these groups?  
 
M.: We’ll have sign-up forms available on January 15, 22, and 29 – all it takes is a moment while folks are at 
UUCS anyway. On each form, you’ll check the boxes during all the times you’d be able to meet. Then you’ll be 
matched into a small group and notified about the date and time. Some groups will meet at UUCS on 
Sunday mornings or Tuesday evenings; some groups will be hosted in facilitators’ homes. And there will be 
snacks! 
 
R.: Yes, I say “feed them and they will come,” and we want EVERYONE to come participate in a small 
group.  Expect also to be spiritually fed through this process as you look within, give voice to your wisdom and 
hear the wisdom of your fellow congregants.   Any last thoughts here Monica?  
 
M: This is a time for us to commit to lifting up our values and making a difference in the world, and a big 
part of supporting that work is being able to fund it. This pledge drive is a chance for us to pool our vision and 
our resources to keep UUCS lit as a beacon in these challenging times. 
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~ Christi J. Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 

Lifespan Religious Exploration 

January is officially upon us.  It is that time where many people will reflect on their past year and set resolutions 

for the upcoming year.  According to the History Channel, what started as a religious practice some 4,000 years ago 
is today considered by many a non-secular tradition in much of the world.  Interestingly, it is estimated that 45 
percent of the population reflect on the past year and create resolutions for the new year, while only 8 percent of 
these people will actually follow-through with the resolution.  The History Channel suggests the lack of follow-through 
is due to the nature of the resolutions.   Many are made to personally change. 
So ….what does my little bit of research on resolutions mean to me?  It speaks to me in a way that says, while we 
are good at working on setting resolutions and considering striving for improvement, we are not good at working on 
these resolutions independently  or asking for help! 
Think about this…..from early on our goal as parents is to help our children learn to be independent so they can grow 
up and make it on their own in this world.   Right from the beginning, many children are encouraged to sleep in their 
own bedrooms (I still would often sneak into my parents’ room if I was scared and then I was sent back if 
discovered!), head off to school on their own, sometimes as early as three years old (I missed many first days of first 
grade because I was not really ready for this experience).   Children are taught to do as many things as they can on 
their own.  Try first and then ask for help.  In school, children are taught to do their own work (I was told to not let 
people copy my work and that I could not help my friends around me).    In school, children are encouraged to 
personally excel and work towards the best individual grades (My dad would pay me for every A I received!).   So 
many pushes from society to become independent to the point that asking for help can seem like a weakness to 
some.   I can do it myself.  But what if I can’t?    
Please do not get me wrong.   I am not at all suggesting it is wrong to encourage our children to be independent or 
that anything is wrong with having children have their own bedroom, or going to preschool at three or encouraging 
striving for good grades.  I am just suggesting, that as a community, we be mindful of creating a balance for this 
teaching of independence with the teaching of helping children and youth know there is a need for community and 
lifting up the notion that it is acceptable and expected to ask questions and to seek help!   
In my lifelong work of helping children (beginning with babysitting at an early age) and families, it is SUPER 
IMPORTANT to me to create opportunities for children to feel they belong in a group where they feel safe to explore 
the questions in their hearts.  Provide opportunities for children to work together on a common project bringing their 
unique selves to the table.  Find ways to foster asking peers for help when something cannot be completed 
independently.   Make sure children know it is okay to question and to not have all of the answers.  I work hard to 
make sure our Religious Exploration program is such a place.  A place where the children feel they belong.  Where 
they feel safe to question.  Where they are provided opportunities to work together on projects with a common goal, 
such as our RE Offering project.  Where they know they can turn to others for advice and suggestions.   
My hypothesis is that if more people had the opportunity to feel they belong in a community where it is expected they 
would ask for help, more people would be successful with their New Year’s Resolutions!    
In our upcoming 2017 RE news, watch for more information about Maker Spaces, parent’s first Friday potluck 
(January 6 @ UUCS), multigenerational services (January 22), volunteering together at NW Hub (RE Offering 
recipient, February), Mystery Friends program (spring), women’s retreat (April 28-30), men’s retreat (need a leader), 
a variety of jams, and more.  These are all opportunities to strengthen and broaden our connection to the UUCS 
community and find ways to ask for help!  Be sure to check out the website calendar for events! 
I hope that your 2017 is the year that you find something to be grateful for each day and that you are able to continue 
to strengthen your connection to our UUCS community.   
I LOVE the opportunity to spend time with your children /youth each Sunday and look forward to our journey full of 
questioning and asking for help in 2017! 

Until next time, Christi 

Christi J Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 
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Concerts In The Sanctuary January 28 
UUCS Concerts in the Sanctuary will present “Songs of Civil Disobedience and Hope” on Saturday, January 28 
at 7 pm. Come join us as we gather in peaceful protest through music and song. Following in the footsteps of 
legendary songwriters and community activists like Woody Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Peter Paul and Mary, and 
Bob Dylan, the Civil Disobedients invite the audience to sing along as well as listen to songs and stories about 
community issues from the environment to war to race relations. The Civil Disobedients formed in 2013 with a 
vision of bringing people together in community through music to raise money and awareness about 
community issues.  

Tickets are not required but there is a suggested donation of $8 to $10 at the door. Proceeds will go to benefit 
the NAACP of Salem and the UUCS Music Fund. 

Happenings and Highlights 

Social Justice In Action Bookstore Now Open! 
Our Social Justice Bookstore is opening this month.  The Social Justice Action Team will sell books on current social 

justice issues in the Fellowship Hall following Sunday services.  A member of the Social Justice in Action Team has made 

a generous donation to make the bookstore a reality. Stop by the SJAT table in the Fellowship Hall during Fellowship Hour 

following Sunday services to check out the selection. The Social Justice team is very excited about this project and is 

eager to start offering books to the congregation. Being informed is a critical step in social justice efforts. 

Request From Monica 
I’d love to learn the congregational history of UUCS from as many people as possible – whether you are a long-time 
member who has been here for decades or a newer member who can tell the story as it was told to you, I want to meet up 
and get your perspective. Whatever piece of the UUCS story you have, you’re invited to share it with me. Send me an 
email at monica@uusalem.org with a few days in January that might work. Thanks! 

Zen Classes Wednesdays In January 
Each Wednesday in January, from 7-9 pm, UU Compassionate Mind Sangha is offering a wonderful opportunity to "begin 

again, learn Zen again!” with a series of four sitting and walking meditations, silent tea and lectures to help us begin or 

return anew to including the peace and stillness of daily meditation in our new year.  

The first, on January 4, is titled “Being a Beginner (again and again)” and will focus on enjoying the process of not knowing 

and being totally open and receptive in life. The January 11 session includes a refresher on the fundamentals of Zen 

practice.  January 18 focuses on how to maintain a regular meditation practice. The month concludes on January 25 with 

“Sitting Still and Forgetting the Self”. 

A New Resource for Our Children: “The Cozy Corner”  
There’s a new space in the fellowship hall designed to be 
especially comfortable, peaceful, and child friendly.  It’s called, 
“The Cozy Corner.”    In our inclusive congregation it’s important 
that the parents of babies and toddlers feel secure knowing that 
if their child needs some quiet time or a place to freely move 
around during the service, the “Cozy Corner” is available.  If 
your child is not in the nursery or if we don’t have nursery care 
available on a Sunday, the "Cozy Corner” is available.  It can be 
unrealistic to expect some of our small children and infants to sit 
through an entire service without being distracted.  There are 
times when even adults need to take some time to stretch and 
gather their thoughts.   They’re also welcome to take advantage 
of this welcoming space.  It provides relative privacy for nursing 
mothers; it’s close to restrooms with changing tables and 
kitchen facilities are available, if needed.  

The space has a rocking chair, toy box, carpet to soften toddlers’ tumbles, and additional materials for diversion 
and thoughtful interaction.  A closed circuit large screen TV has been installed.  It will soon have the capacity for 
closed circuit broadcasting of the service in real time.   This will make possible everyone being included in the 
service.   A special “Thank You” to all those who made this a reality. 

mailto:monica@uusalem.org
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Kairos Schedule for 2017 
If you are interested in volunteering to help with the Kairos Community Lunch program in 2017, here are the 
dates:  March 26, May 14, August 13 and November 19. The November date is for Thanksgiving dinner, which 
is especially fun. For that dinner, we could also hand out mittens and gloves to our diners (in case you're a 
knitter looking for winter projects...) Thanks so much for your past help providing this wonderful service and best 
wishes to you for the upcoming year!  ~Mary Beth Hustoles 

Attendance Up for Solstice and Christmas Eve Services 
On December 21, the Winter Solstice Ceremony saw a large increase in attendance for the 2nd year in a row.  
On Christmas Eve, attendance for the family service was also higher than last year.  Many people were grateful 
to have a service to attend with their out-of-town grandchildren, early enough to get home to bed at a 
reasonable time.  The kids enjoyed the coloring sheets and decorating ornaments Christi organized.  Nearly 
300 attended the Candlelight Service, spilling into the overflow seating area.   

Successful Blood Drive! 
In spite of the crazy weather and hectic holiday season, UUCS surpassed the goal for our 2016 Red Cross 
Blood Drive on December 23.  The goal was 20 units; 24 units were collected, putting us at 120% of goal.  Well 
done everyone!  Thank you for showing up and for helping to spread the word to friends, family and 
coworkers.  Our next drive will be sometime in July when colleges are out for summer and people are on 
vacation.  Summer is a high-need time for blood.  Thank you again!!  ~Angela Gross 

SIHN Is January Share The Plate Recipient 
The Salem Interfaith Hospitality Network (SIHN) is our January Share-the-Plate recipient and will receive a 
portion of the offerings collected at each service. The Share-the-Plate program is a way to financially support 
organizations helping needy people in the community. The SIHN is a faith-based approach to solving family 
homelessness in Salem. Since its inception, the UUCS has played a big part.  Each week homeless families 
stay at host congregations, receiving meals and a place to sleep. During the day guests go to the SIHN Day 
Center and look for work and get other help. The UUCS hosts homeless families several times per year. At 
the January 8 services, SIHN Executive Director T.J. Putman will address the congregation and also  host an 
informational table during Fellowship Hour.   

Lennie Martin to Speak January 13 
UUCS member Lennie Martin will speak at The Book Bin about thrills of virtual travel through reading. She 
takes you into the rain forests of Chiapas, Mexico and reveals the top five spectacular spots to visit. Her historic 
fiction books about Mayan queens of Palenque transport you to ancient Maya times and exotic jungle settings, 
and show you what it was like to live then by putting you right in the middle of the action. Escape grey Oregon 
winter by virtual travel and become immersed in an intriguing world.  The talk begins at 7:00 pm. 

Circle Suppers are Back! 
The Membership Team organized a successful round of circle suppers on December 9th and 10th.  There were 
4 dinners hosting a total of 31 adults and 7 children.   Closer connections were made and fun was had by 
all.  Special thanks to our hosts:  Evan and Lillie Manvel, Joel and Carolyn Woodman, Susan and Skip Farris-
Gosser, and Elsa and George Struble - we couldn't have done this without their gracious hospitality.  Our next 
circle suppers will be in March.  More details will  follow in the February newsletter.    

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter Submissions for The Chalice and the Flame must be received by the Friday before publication. The 

deadline for the February  newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, February 3.  Please send your submissions, including personal 
news items, directly to editors@uusalem.org. 

Announcements for the separate Sunday Bulletin must be at the office by 9 a.m. Tuesday. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: please use the Event Scheduling Request form on the UUCS website to add your event to 
the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY: please use the Event Publicity Request form on the UUCS website! This form is a one-stop place to put 
a notice in the Sunday announcements, the UUCS newsletter, the UUCS website and or Facebook. 

mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Publicity-Request/?controller=ContentPage
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Membership News 

This is the first of what the Membership Team hopes will be a regular feature spotlighting current 

members as well as introducing new members in “The Chalice and the Flame”.  

    Peggy Burton is involved in a variety of activities at UUCS.  Perhaps 
you have noticed her on the special occasions she wears her Buddhist 
robes.  A longtime student of Buddhism, she also finds time to participate in 
Microfinance, Wednesday Meditation, a monthly Covenant Group--and the RE 
program, having taken the December 3 Youth Advisory training in Oregon 
City. 
    Peggy’s spiritual quest began in early childhood while she was being raised 
Catholic.  After college, she looked into many different religions and belief 
systems, not finding one that truly fit until she met her current Buddhist 
teacher, Domo Geshe Rinpoche, in 2008.  “The Green Light” meditation her 
teacher guided her through helped dissolve obstacles that had stopped Peggy 
from being able “to hold a mind of loving kindness for all beings.” 
    Peggy believes, “Buddhism seems very compatible with the Unitarian 
Universalist’s viewpoint. Both are about helping others and creating 
experiences so people can develop their full potential, not [about] requiring a 
person to hold a certain set of beliefs.” 

    She explains that “Spiritual” in Buddhism is called “dharma.” Concepts are based on the teachings of the 
Buddha and are meant to be questioned until your own understanding makes them come alive in your 
heart.  Daily meditations help develop these understandings.  In addition, Buddhism helps one to summon 
emotions that are helpful in developing compassion for all and learning how to get along with others.  Destructive 
emotions such as anger, frustration, hate, impatience, jealousy and ignorance begin to fall away to reveal one’s 
true self.   
    Peggy was ordained this summer after eight years of study.  Her ordained name is Ngakmo Lhamo.  In her 
quest for new levels of awareness, Peggy continues to attend retreats and study teachings to help her apply the 
dharma in her daily life. 
    She offers a beginning meditation the first Sunday of every month at 9:30 am in the UUCS Green room.  The 
focus of this meditation is to help bring to a higher level of awareness a “living kindness” state of mind. 
If you have any questions about the meditation sessions or Buddhism in general, feel free to contact Peggy 
Burton at:  Lhamo1000@gmail.com. 
[Editors’ note:  The statue in Peggy’s picture was recently donated to UUCS by Paul and Carol Manka.] 

Calendar 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent 

Meditation 

Wednesday, January 4, 5:30 pm, 7 - 9 pm  
A welcoming place for meditation practice. 

Session I is for experienced meditation practitioners. 
Session II provides attendees with basic instruction, 
and explanation. The last hour, 8 – 9 pm, is for 
discussion, compassion, about how to use meditation 
as a spiritual practice. 

First Friday Parent Gathering 

Friday, January 6, 2017, 5:30 pm – 7:15 pm 
Join us at UUCS for a potluck dinner and 

activities for the kids. 

 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Friday, January 6, 2017, 7 – 9 pm 
Simple, easy-to-learn movements and songs honoring 
spiritual traditions from around the world. See 
SalemDances.com for more information. 

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, January 6, 2017, 7 – 8 pm 
Please visit refugerecovery.org for more information.  
Or send an email to rruucs@gmail.com. 

mailto:Lhamo1000@gmail.com
http://SalemDances.com
http://refugerecovery.org
mailto:rruucs@gmail.com
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Theological Discussion - Exploring the Old 

Testament 

Sunday, January 8, 2017, 9:30 am – 10:30 am 
Are you curious about the bible or looking to 

change your relationship with this often controversial 
text? Bring your baggage, your questions, and 
curiosity. Together we will traverse passages from a 
historical perspective to finding meaningful 
interpretations. No experience necessary. We are all 
explorers in this open and free discussion of Biblical 
passages and stories. Bible Discussion Group is on 
the Second and Fourth Sunday of each month. You 
can bring your own copy of the New Revised 
Standard Version or copies will be provided. Drop in -- 
Explore -- Discover new Questions. 

Compassionate Connections 

Sunday, January 8, 2017, 10:30 am – 11:00 am, 
12:15-12:45 pm   

After the service on the second Sunday of the 
month, in the front of the sanctuary, Life Lines Lay 
Ministers and sympathetic members of the 
congregation meet with those who want to share their 
life challenges with a small group and receive ‘hands 
on’ comforting. While the circle is not comprised solely 
of Life Lines Lay Ministers and therefore matters 
spoken of there should not be assumed to be held in 
confidence, many derive solace from sharing and 
connecting with a small group. 

UU 102: A UUCS Overview 

Sunday, January 8, 2017, 12:45 pm – 2:15 pm 
At UU102 we shift the discussion to our UUCS 

community. We’ll cover what it means to have a 
democratic governance, share our organizational 
structure, and offer an overview of our teams, 
committees and programs. Come find out more about 
where you can get involved! 

Taize Prayer Service 

Sunday, January 8, 2017, 7 – 8 pm 
Contemplative sung prayer in the Sanctuary, 

led in the style of the Taize Community of Taize, 
France. Led by vocal choir, guitar, viola/violin, and 
flute. Includes an anointing/laying on of hands for the 
purpose of healing for those attendees wishing this. 
Led in dim candlelight, includes a period of silent 
meditation. 

Living the Seven Principles 

Monday, January 9, 2017, 6:15 pm – 8:45 pm 
The group will explore the UU Seven 

Principles in depth, deepening our understanding of 
the guiding sources, and expanding our vision of 
using them in our daily lives. Group members will 
examine how these spiritual and wisdom sources 
have contributed to their life choices and their 
personal spirituality. Contemporary and emerging 

issues and visions that relate to the Principles will be 
included.  

The class is from 7-9 pm, with meditation & 
chanting (Kirtan) from 6:30 - 7 pm. 

Salem Covenant of UU Pagans meeting 

Monday, January 9, 2017, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
Monthly business meeting for the executive 

team of Salem Covenant of Unitarian Universalist 
Pagans, discussing items that are relevant to the 
spiritual and business needs of the group, planning for 
events, and addressing and supporting the greater 
pagan community at UUCS. The meeting is open to 
anyone to attend. 

Social Justice Discussion Group 

Monday, January 9, 2017, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
The Social Justice in Action Team invites you 

to join us to discuss current social justice topics in an 
informal setting. Topics will be decided by 
participants. This meeting will be in addition to our 
regular monthly meeting, but will be more focused on 
allowing people to talk about issues in a deeper way 
than we have time for in our 'business' meetings. No 
commitment to attend both meetings is expected or 
required.  

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017, 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
See January 3 event for details. 

Microfinance Committee meeting 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017, 6 – 8 pm  
The UUCS Microfinance Committee will meet 

to talk with Ron Hockley about a future trip to 
Nicaragua and reporting information from 
microfinance borrowers. 

Board Meeting 

Thursday, January 12, 2017, 6 – 8 pm 
All are welcome.  However, if an executive 

session is required, visitors are asked to leave. 

Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, January 12, 2017, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, January 13, 2017, 7 – 8 pm 

January Full Moon Esbat 

Sat, January 14, 2017, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
Celebrate the first Full Moon of 2017 with 

Lyceum of Trees and Salem CUUPS. Join us for pot 
luck snacks and desserts starting at 6:30 pm. Ritual 
under the full Wolf Moon beginning at 7:30 pm. All are 
welcome to come and we are open to families of all 
shapes and sizes. This is a free event. 

Soul Matters Sharing Circle 

Sunday, January 15, 2017, 9:30 am – 10:30 am 
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Similar to Covenant Groups the Sharing Circle 
will discuss a topic based on timeless spiritual 
themes. The Sharing Circle offers a way for those 
who aren’t able to attend a regular convent group a 
place to find spiritual grounding and deeper 
conversation. New members and visitors are free to 
join in. We meet on the third Sunday of each month. 
You can download each month's topic from the UUSC 
website http://www.uusalem.org/Spiritual-
Development Additional copies of Soul Matters 
material will be available at each meeting. 

Social Justice in Action Team meeting 

Sunday, January 15, 2017, 12:30 pm – 2:00 pm 

Worship Team meeting 

Monday, January 16, 2017, 6 – 8 pm 
Monthly Meeting of the Worship Team to plan 

& discuss Sunday Services 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday, January 18, 2017, 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
See January 3 event for details. 

Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, January 19, 2017, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Thursday, January 19, 2017, 7 – 9 pm 
See January 6 event for details. 

Journey to Belonging 

Thursday, January 19, 2017, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
"Spiritual growth is an individual affair that is 

best pursued in groups." -Henry Miller This is a 3 
month covenant group that explores the spiritual 
journey: where we come from, where we are, what we 
look forward to exploring. All are welcome to join! The 
group will be facilitated by Reverend Richard Davis or 
our Intern Minister, Monica Jacobson Tennessen. 

Finance Team meeting 

Friday, January 20, 2017, 10 am – 12pm 

Salem Covenant of UU Pagans Meet & Greet 

Friday, January 20, 2017, 7 – 9 pm 
A place for pagans to gather, connect, and 

share. All are welcome to discuss and learn about 
each other, events, and shared spirituality. Bring a 
snack to share and a smile. We'd like to get to know 
you. 

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, January 20, 2017, 7 – 8 pm 

Theological Discussion - Exploring the Old 

Testament 

Sunday, January 22, 2017, 9:30 am – 10:30 am 
See January 8 event for details. 

Middle & High School Soul Matters Lunch & 

Discussion 

Sunday, January 22, 2017, 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Welcoming Congregation Film 

Tuesday, January 23, 7:30 pm 
It is time to renew our Welcoming 

Congregation status. UUCS did the initial certification 
process in 1993. So much has changed in the past 23 
years. The Salem Covenant of Unitarian Universalist 
Pagans (CUUPS) asked the UUCS Board of Directors 
for permission to host the recertification process. The 
request was approved at the August 2016 Board 
meeting. The process will be completed in time for the 
congregation to vote on renewing our Welcoming 
Congregation certification at the annual meeting May 
21, 2017. 

Facilities Team Meeting 

Tuesday, January 24, 2017, 6 – 8 pm 
UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday, January 25, 2017, 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
See January 3 event for details. 

NW Permaculture Film Series 

Thursday, January 26, 2017, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
Permaculture is, 'Earth care, People care, and Return 
of Surplus,' creating systems that are not only 
sustainable but also enriching to the soil and all life. 
Please join us every 4th Thursday at 6:30 pm for a 
finger food potluck & showing of a permaculture 
inspired film. New film and discussion every month! 
Contact the NW Permaculture Institute for more 
information: 503-449-8077, 
nwpermacultureinstitute.org or on Facebook at 
facebook.com/nwpermacultureinstitute.  

Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, January 26, 2017, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

High School Youth Cluster Retreat 

Friday, January 27, 2017, 4 pm – Sunday, January 
29, 2017, 10 am 

Oregon 4H Center, 5390 4 H Rd NW, Salem, 
OR 97304, USA (map) 

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, January 27, 2017, 7 – 8 pm 

Songs of Civil Disobedience 

Sat, January 28, 2017, 7 – 9 pm 

Coming of Age 

Sunday, January 29, 2017, 9:30 am – 10:45 am 

Communications Team Meeting 

Monday, January 30, 2017, 4 – 6 pm 
Join the communications team for discussion 

of progress on our UUCS newsletter, website, 
Facebook, publicity and video projects. Newcomers or 
visitors welcome. 

http://nwpermacultureinstitute.org
http://facebook.com/nwpermacultureinstitute
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Oregon%204H%20Center%2C%205390%204%20H%20Rd%20NW%2C%20Salem%2C%20OR%2097304%2C%20USA
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Worship Services and Religious Exploration 

Sunday, January 15  Rev. Millie Rochester  

Navigating In The Dark 
 Celebrant: David Jeffers; Anchor: Benjahmin Boschee 

 Music Both Services: Ted Cory 
The phrase “uncharted territory” is repeated on an almost daily basis these days. Reflecting on how we are to 

navigate our way forward, let us draw inspiration from prophetic women and men of both the past and present. 

Sunday, January 22  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
 Spiritual Freedom in Unfree Places  

Celebrant: Lennie Martin; Anchor: David Gortner 
 First Service Music: Ryan Amend and Aimee Larsen-Amend;  

Second Service Music: UUCS Choir 
This will be a multi-generational service (all ages welcome).  No RE classes. 

Both services will explore Native American spiritual strength, with different homilies: "Discovering Freedom in an 

Unfree Place" In the first service & "Standing Rock" in the second service.  Our friends the Aztec Dancers, led by 

Willan Cervantes will enliven both services. 

Sunday, January 29  Andrew Chirch  

Rise to the Occasion  
 Celebrant: Monica Jacobson Tennessen; Anchor: Arrhiannon Kirkpatrick 
 First Service Music: UUCS Choir; Second Service Music: Sara Greenleaf 

The intersection of humanity and the divine can be accessed through the honorable path.  

It is one thing to tolerate someone with whom we disagree, and another thing entirely to welcome them. Yet, the 

noblest of all is to truly honor those with whom we deeply disagree. 

Pulpit guest Andrew Chirch is a spiritual seeker, storyteller, and seminarian at Starr King School for the Ministry 

currently serving as intern minister at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Eugene. He enjoys congregational 

polity, early Unitarian history, and long walks on the beach. 

January Share The Plate Recipient:  Salem Interfaith Hospitality Network (SIHN) 

Service Times:  9:30 am and 11:15 am 

Sunday, February 5  Monica Jacobson Tennessen  
 Rain Means Abundance   
As people of faith, we are always transforming ourselves in service of more truth, more love, and more justice in 

our world. Religious scholar Karen Armstrong talks about undertaking this transformation through regular 

“practices that are designed incrementally over the years to change your inner world.” This Sunday we’ll look at a 

few such practices.  

Sunday, January 8  Monica Jacobson Tennessen  
 If Not Now  

Celebrant: Arrhiannon Kirkpatrick; Anchor: David Gortner 
Music Both Services: Brenna Norval, Cliff and Chere Pereira 

Now is all we ever have to do what must be done: to seek truth, to work for justice and peace, to become the 

people we are called to be. In this particular now, how are we to begin, or to begin again? 

http://salemihn.org/
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NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email your 
request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you are a 
pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical address. 

 Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Intern Minister:   
     Monica Jacobson Tennessen  

monica@uusalem.org 
Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 

Christi J. Olsen, christi@uusalem.org 
RE Sunday Assistants: Marnie Jeffers, 

Elsa McKinney 
Music Director: Aimee Larsen-Amend 

Pianist: Sara Greenleaf Seitz  
music@uusalem.org 

Board Chair: L.J. Frederickson 
ljfrederic@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Samantha Scales 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
Fax: 503-364-3280 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited and formatted by Sharon 

Pierson, edited and proofed by Elsa Struble and Vicki 
Cunningham. 
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