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Participate and Celebrate! Celebration Sunday! February 26 (both services) 

Everyone was encouraged to participate in small group discussions during the first three Sundays of February so we 

can share our appreciation for our congregation and our dreams for the future.  We’ll use the insights and information 

we glean from these discussions to build on our strengths, for we are indeed now called to be stronger than ever.   

On the fourth and final Sunday of February it’ll be time to celebrate!  We want EVERYONE to join us for our 

CELEBRATION SUNDAY, February 26.  On this day, you’ll have an opportunity to turn in your pledge card indicating 

your financial support for the life and shared ministry of our beloved free faith community.  Also, our celebration will 

continue after both the early and late services with delicious fare – i.e., you’ll be fed. 

If you have not yet signed up for a small group there’s still time.  Sign up at a February 12 service or contact Monica 

Jacobson Tennesson at monica@uusalem.org. 

Titlakawan (The Flowering Of The Self) Begins February 7 

The teachings of the Aztec Dance are tied to the Pre-Hispanic roots of ancient Mexico. It serves to connect the dancer 

to a universal view of the Anawak culture and the Nawatl philosophy: a worldview of nature. The Aztec dance depends 

on understanding nature and draws its sustenance from it. Hence, the dance does not depend on the Western 

pedagogical approach but depends on the physical activity, with heavy symbolism in each dance and its specific steps. 

Aztec dance awakens and develops various human faculties which are essential across society but which the current 

educational system fails to implement in a conscious and permanent manner. The group meets on Tuesdays from 7 pm 

to 9 pm beginning on February 7. All are welcome to attend. 

Women's Retreat Annual Bake Sale February 12 
On February 12, during both Fellowship Hours, we’ll have a bake sale to support 
Women’s Retreat scholarships. The Annual Women’s Retreat is coming up April 
28-30. Plan ahead to purchase a yummy treat for yourself and/or a Valentine for 
someone else! We will need donations of baked goods to make this happen. If you 
have any questions, please contact Stephanie Jernstedt at steffiej2947@msn.com 
or Christi Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration, at 
christi@uusalem.org. 

Women’s Alliance February 14 

After a winter break, monthly Women’s Alliance meetings will resume at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, February 14.  Our 

speakers will describe Family Forward Oregon's mission to have all families economically secure and with the time 

required to care for a family.  FFO works toward this goal with parents, employers and policy-makers and we’ll hear 

about their goals for the legislative session.  Presenters will be Regional Outreach Director Laurie Trieger and our own 

Kaylan Adams.  Everyone is welcome to attend the talk, enjoy the refreshments and, if they wish, attend the Women’s 

Alliance business meeting. 

Join Us For One Billion Rising Rally February 14 

At the February 12 services, Rev. Rick Davis will preach about the problem of domestic violence in preparation for the 

One Billion Rising rally two days later. Violence against women is a pervasive problem all over the globe. One Billion 

Rising is the biggest mass action to end violence against women. On Tuesday, February 14 at noon, a rally will be held 

at the Oregon State Capitol in downtown Salem. Activists will join with others around the world to raise awareness, end 

violence and to demand justice. Performers include Tippy Toe Dance Studio and Rich McCloud, among other speakers. 

It’s estimated that one billion women will be beaten or raped in their lifetimes. Join us for the February 12 services and 

for the rally on February 14.  
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Since the recent election, we’ve entered an age of uncertainty in our nation’s history with a president who has already 
proven to be temperamentally and ethically unfit for this high office.   Then too, he appears to have a compliant 
majority in Congress which seems unwilling to challenge his worst impulses or call him on his many destructive and 
divisive lies.    

Given this, we don’t know how dark it will get during the reign of this cruel, callous, narcissistic bully and demagogue. 

We don’t know if he will be able to overturn efforts to protect our environment and address the enormous challenges of 
global climate change. 

We don’t know if he will be able to build a ruinously expensive and unnecessary wall on our southern border or deport 
large numbers of undocumented people or prevent even more Muslims from entering our country or if there will soon 
be a registry of Muslim Americans. 

We don’t know if he will provoke unnecessary conflicts with China and the Islamic world, destroy current alliances or if 
he will enter our nation into unholy alliances with an autocratic Russia. 

We don’t know if he will be able to erode our civil liberties, practice torture or subvert a free and independent press and 
cause lasting damage to our democracy. 

We don’t know if he will be able to put someone on the Supreme Court that will lead to reversals of voting and 
reproductive rights. 

We don’t know if he will be able to push through tax cuts for the wealthiest and exacerbate income inequality and 
plunge our nation deeper into debt. 

We don’t know if he will be able to subvert the emoluments clause of the constitution and use the presidency for 
personal profit. 

Right now, we just don’t know how all this will all unfold.  In truth, we never have absolute certainty about our future, 
yet now feelings of uncertainty are greatly exacerbated by this unpredictable and unprincipled president. 

Perhaps – this is my hope – he will be stymied and discover, to his dismay, that even the most powerful office in the 
world has great limitations.  Already the threats his presidency poses have awakened millions to resist his efforts to 
take us down the paths of destruction.  How heartening it is to witness such principled resistance!   

So I’ve told you some of what I don’t know.  Now let me tell you wherein lies my faith in our future:  We will be here, we 
are not going away, and we will keep our chalice lit – the flame of our free faith tradition will not go out!   

We will support and encourage one another and join with others in resisting all that betrays our core values.  

Finally, we will be here to remind one another to not allow winds of hate and anger to extinguish our inner spiritual 
light.   Even as we are called to resist external forces of ignorance, greed and hate, let us remember to find that calm 
center within our hearts and minds – that sacred place within us all wherein burns the light of truth, wisdom, 
compassion and love for friend and foe alike.    

We will need all the light we can get to see our way through the seeming age of darkness that now descends upon us.   
Thank you for the light you bear. 

Love, Rick  
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~ Christi J. Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 

Lifespan Religious Exploration 

FEBRUARY is here.  Having been involved with children for years, whether parenting, 
teaching, directing or the like, February always brings thoughts about LOVE. This year, my 
thoughts about LOVE seem so very different than the many years of the past.  Typically, my 

thoughts would simply be about trading special Valentine messages with the children I teach and 
sharing special gifts with those around me that I LOVE.  This year, I still feel those same things, 
but more than ever before, I feel compelled to think more globally about LOVE.  With the world 
hurting in so many areas, I know that I must extend my love in a much broader sense than I think I 
have ever thought about in my many past years of Februaries.   I feel that uplifting LOVE is going 
to be super important as all of us face the changes that are happening right now in our world.   
 
The Unitarian Universalist Association sponsors a “Standing on the Side of Love” campaign.  
According to the website, www.standingonthesideoflove.org,  it is a public advocacy campaign that 
seeks to harness love’s power to stop oppression.  All are welcome to join the email list to get 
alerts of upcoming actions.  I just joined!  You might also want to check this out.   
My daughter has been working on memorizing the lyrics to “Why I think this world should end”, 
from Prince EA, for a presentation.  The words really spoke to me.   I want to share some of his 
words from his YouTube presentation that speak to what I am talking about in uplifting LOVE: 
 

“So what do we do in the face of all of this madness and chaos?  What is the solution? 
We can love.  Not the love you hear in your favorite song on the radio.  I mean real love, 
true love, boundless love.  You can love.  Love each other.  From the moment we wake 
up, to the moment we go to bed, perform an act of kindness, because that is 
contagious.  We can be mindful during every interaction, planting seeds of goodness.  
Showing a little more compassion than usual…Instead of trying to change others, we 
can change ourselves.  We can change our hearts.  We have been sold lies, 
brainwashed by our leaders and those we trust to not recognize our brothers and sisters 
and to exhibit anger, hatred and cruelty.  But once we truly love, we will meet anger with 
sympathy, hatred with compassion, cruelty with kindness.  LOVE is the most powerful 
weapon on the face of the Earth.” 

 
If we can spread the message of love and meet anger with sympathy, hatred with compassion and 
cruelty with kindness, and resist as needed, I am going to believe we CAN all make a positive 
difference in the face of such chaos and negativity in our world right now.  Now more than ever we 
need to be in community and uplift LOVE in our world.  I am glad to be a part of UUCS! 

Until next time, Christi 
Christi J Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 

http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org


February 7, 2017 The Chalice and The Flame — Volume 68 / Issue 6 Page 4 

How is it with you this month? It’s February, a February that comes after a particularly 
challenging January. Our news is filled with upheaval, our country seems to be having an 
identity crisis, people who have never been “politically active” before are picking up signs 
and joining protests and calling their representatives, and of course the business of our own 
lives goes on. Whether we are personally affected by the governmental orders, whether we 
are afraid for ourselves or loved ones, we are also still dealing with all that was in our lives 
before. We have worries for children or elders or animals or ourselves, and a whole litany of 
cares. 

 
So in the tradition of spiritual direction, I ask: how is it with you? More properly, the question is, “How is it with 
your soul?” How are things in the deepest part of you? Are you able to rest, to feel sustained, to access the voice 
of wisdom inside you? Are you struggling to connect with your hope or to find moments of peace? Please allow 
me to remind you of what you already know: you do not have to do this alone, whatever “this” might be for you 
now. You are always invited to reach out for support. Speaking just for myself, I am always happy to arrange a 
time to meet up and listen; and I know there are many others in this community who are willing to listen as well. 
 
I also want to invoke the words of Fred Rogers, who hosted Mr. Rogers’s Neighborhood for so many years and 
who reminds us that when bad things happen, we can look for the helpers. I see help and helpers everywhere 
these days, from the small incidents where strangers come to help a person who has tripped and fallen to the 
many, many volunteer lawyers who recently spent their weekend sitting on the floors of airports working to get 
Muslim travelers out of detention and reunited with their families. We are helpers – as the children in some UU 
congregations say, “this is the church of the open mind, the loving heart, and the helping hands.” Let us help 
each other remember to look for the helpers and to BE the helpers! 
 
And also, when necessary, let us remember to rest. To engage in our spiritual practices that restore us and 
center us. To take time to name the good things in our lives and our world. I read a list of “99 Good Things That 
Happened in 2016,” and it was so helpful to me, especially the things that I once thought were foregone 
disasters. When I was in 7th grade science class, we watched a video about how acid rain would soon destroy all 
the forests; now I have learned that acid pollution in the atmosphere is almost back to the level that it was before 
it started with industrialization in the 1930s. Our planet is an amazing self-healing system, given the chance. And 
so are we. 
 
Healing doesn’t mean going back to the way things were; healing means finding a new wholeness. It’s time for us 
to live into the truth that while it’s always too late to put things back the way they were, it’s never too late to begin 
healing from where we are now. 

Warmly, 
Monica 

Words from Our Intern Minister 

~ Other Notes Of Interest From RE ~ 

February 12 - Women’s Retreat Bake Sale: Please bring donated items to the Fellowship Hall.  

Sales support scholarships for the retreat (April 28-30). 

February 12 - Annual exchange of Valentines from the RE children during fellowship time 

following both services. 

February 19 - Coming of Age program begins. 

February 26 - Middle School and High School attend the service 

March 5 - Canned Food Drive begins:  We’ll be collecting items for our annual Easter Egg hunt 

where children search for the canned items to donate to Marion Polk Food Share and they exchange 

their items for filled Easter Eggs to take home!   
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Happenings and Highlights 

Concerts in the Sanctuary February 18 & 26 
Roy Zimmerman returns to UUCS with ReZist! Saturday, February 18 at 7 pm. What can 
one person do about climate change, torture, racism, gun violence, fracking, Congressional 
ineptitude, ignorance, war and greed? “Write funny songs”, says folk musician and satirist 
Roy Zimmerman. Come hear this insightful and optimistic political commentator sing his 
latest songs as he brings his newest show to Salem for his fourth Valentine’s appearance at 
UUCS. Tickets are $20 or pay what you can. This concert is a fundraiser for the UUCS 
Music Fund; Roy generously shares the gate with us. Tickets are available in advance 
during Coffee Hours starting February 5 and are available in the UUCS office. Tickets will 
also be available at the door (no one will be turned away). What better way to spend 
Valentine’s weekend than laughing together? Hope to see you there! 
 

On Sunday, February 26, Trio Nova Mundi presents Femmes Notables in celebration 
of Women's History Month. The concert begins at 7:30 pm and includes a wide 
variety of music styles. The trio's Northwest tour will feature concerts in Portland, 
Salem, Olympia, Walla Walla, Spokane, Seattle, and Bellingham. For more 
information about the group, visit www.trionovamundi.com.  Concert program details 
are available on the UUCS website, here. Tickets at the door: $12 ($8 students). 

UUCS Circle Suppers Signups Begin February 26 

The Membership Committee is coordinating our second set of Circle Suppers for March 17 and 18! Join your fellow 
UUers for an intimate dinner at the home of a gracious host.  Circle Suppers are potluck-style gatherings at 
members' homes.  Hosts provide their homes, and guests bring food to share.  The dinners are a great opportunity 
for an evening of fellowship and fun with a handful of members and friends of UUCS.  Hosts decide the menu and 
call/email people who have signed up.  Signup sheets will be available at the welcome table on February 26, 
March 5 and March 12.  Contact Anna Tally at (802) 417-1080 if you have questions or if you would like to 
volunteer as a host. 

February Share the Plate 
The Oregon Prison Project is our February Share the Plate recipient and will receive a portion of the offerings 
collected at each service. The Share the Plate program is how we financially support organizations helping people 
in the community. The Oregon Prison Project, a state nonprofit, offers nonviolence training with the overall goal of 
making safer communities. Such training has been shown to decrease aggressive behavior and increase empathy. 
The Social Justice in Action Team picked this group to support training at the Oregon Penitentiary in Salem and as 
part of its efforts to work on criminal justice reform. For more information go to the Oregon Prison Project website. 

Safer Congregation Committee Formed 
A UUCS Safer Congregation Committee has been formed to help address and prevent sexual abuse and 
harassment within our congregation. This committee will offer trainings for staff, volunteers and the whole 
congregation on the prevention of sexual abuse and sexual harassment. They will also address any sexual abuse 
or sexual harassment issues that may arise within our congregation. Any person who has a concern about, or 
knowledge of, sexual abuse or sexual harassment involving a congregant or staff member is urged to contact a 
member of the Safer Congregation Committee. Members include Stephanie Jernstedt, JoAnne Nathan, Christi 
Olsen, Gloria Holland, Arrhiannon Kirkpatrick, Gil Nicholson-Nelson and Rick Davis. 

News of the Community 

David Anderson Memorial February 18 
David Anderson, UUCS member and Exhibition Designer at Willamette’s Hallie Ford Museum of Art, died January 
15.  His memorial service will be at UUCS on Saturday, February 18, at 2 pm.  An online gallery of his work can be 
viewed at  http://www.davidgeorgeandersen.com/. 

http://www.trionovamundi.com
http://uusalem.org/2017/01/01/femmes-notables-trio-nova-mundi-february-26/
tel:(802)%20417-1080
https://oregonprisonproject.org/
http://www.davidgeorgeandersen.com/
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Welcoming Congregation Film February 26 
Please join us February 26 at 1 pm in the High School room for the next film in our series toward obtaining 
recertification as a Welcoming Congregation.  Bring a sack lunch, if you want.  The UUA recommends re-
certification every 5 years.  It has been 20 years since our initial certification.  This process is sponsored by the 
Salem Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans (Salem CUUPS).  For more information about the Welcoming 
Congregation program please visit http://www.uua.org/lgbtq  For more information about the Salem film and 
discussion series, contact Benjahmin Boschee at benjahminboschee@yahoo.com.  Also, please see the 
following article, “Learning to Understand Gender”. 

Learning to Understand Gender 
As part of our welcoming congregation recertification process we offer education on gender and sexuality.  
Member Sarah Rohrs offers this insightful essay on gender identity and acceptance. 

 
I’m 56, and when asked about my gender I always mark “female” as opposed to “male". But 
now I wonder if it’s not so black and white. Now, I wonder if I had grown up with more open, 
fluid ideas about gender I might identify differently. I came to explore these gray shades after 
moving to Salem, and after joining UUCS. When asked to help with UUCS Welcoming 
Congregation renewal status I jumped in. This would be part of my journey to greater 
understanding and awareness.  

I like to think of myself as open and accepting of people. Sometimes I’m better at this than 
other times. But, until I moved to Salem in the fall of 2015, I had never met a transgender man 

or woman. They were just not on my radar. Other than hearing about Caitlyn Jenner and being outraged by 
ridiculous bathroom laws I hadn’t thought much about it. So, I asked myself, why am I meeting so many 
transgender women now? Is Salem some kind of Mecca? No, it was just me with my eyes finally opened, and 
given the opportunity to learn. 

First, I met an open trans woman, a KMUZ Community Radio DJ for her show Transgender 101. I find her 
beautiful, and enjoy her flowing skirts, jewelry, and scarves. I admire her courage just as I admire the courage 
of gays and lesbians who come out. They face discrimination and derision I can only guess at. This DJ does 
much to educate the clueless, like me. She told me about using the pronoun “They” for people who don’t 
identify as male or female, and about not asking inappropriate questions, such as “Have you had a surgery 
yet?”  In her frank manner she told me the usual rules of respect and polite inquiry apply.  

At UUCS I met more transgender women, and I attended Basic Rights Oregon “What the T” forum about 
transgender issues. I was appalled at myself for how little I knew about the varieties of genders - non-binary, 
cisgender, bigender, intersex, and so forth.  I finally “got it” that gender is different than sexuality. I learned there 
are some people in whom gender identity is fluid. Later, I heard Facebook has 60 different gender varieties. 
Could gender identity be as unique as each individual?  Perhaps so. Think how much freer we’d be if we could 
accept ourselves the way we are, live openly and also be in a world that did the same.  

The Welcoming Congregation recertification process is meant to get us thinking and to insure that our 
congregation’s actions reflect our values, that everyone who walks through the door feels welcome. I am 
grateful to be part of this, for meeting so many transgender women in Salem, and for the opportunity to learn 
more about the amazing richness of what it means to be human.  

 

Racial Consciousness Training February 11 & 25 
The road to racial justice has often been three steps forward and two steps back.  That is: moving forward, 
making a little progress, then retreating from it. If we live in this country, we are all affected by issues of race 
and racism. The First Congregational Church of Salem will host a two-session training addressing racism, 
featuring educator and activist Dr. Johnny Lake, from 1-5 pm on February 11 & 25. If the response exceeds the 
capacity of the space, preference will be given to those who have pre-registered for both sessions.  You can 
pre-register by clicking here:  http://bit.ly/2iaLlE6.  There is a $10 donation requested for each session.  More 
information is available on this Facebook event page. 

http://www.uua.org/lgbtq
mailto:benjahminboschee@yahoo.com
http://bit.ly/2iaLlE6
https://www.facebook.com/events/136047506896762/
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Membership News 

Fellowship Pads 
For several months last year, people were asked to fill out cards at Sunday services to help keep track of 
attendance and have information available to UUCS teams.  The cards were a vital resource for the 
membership team in reaching out and connecting with people and helping visitors in their journey to 
membership. Because such information is so valuable, the membership team will introduce "fellowship pads" at 
the March 5 Sunday services.  Our Hosts will ensure that the black pads and pens for writing on them will be 
available in every row prior to each service; they hope this system will make it easy for members and guests to 
provide useful information.  

Meet Our Members 
Laura Christian:  A Recent Member of UUCS  

I moved to Salem from Houston, Texas in October 2015, though I spent most of my life in 
more northern states.  My early spiritual exploration included candidacy for ordination in the 
United Methodist church while in high school and college, graduating with honors and 
distinction from the University of Michigan with a BA in Religion, and later included twelve 
years of attending services in the Episcopal churches of Detroit, New York City, and Houston 
as a professional singer.  I am a Director of Client Services for Truven Health Analytics, a 
healthcare information company, and work out of my home in this capacity.  I was first 
introduced to the UU movement through the congregations in Brattleboro and Woodstock, 
Vermont. One of the ensembles I was a member of in New York held weekend singing 

workshops annually in partnership with each of these congregations.  Looking up the UU congregation in Salem 
was literally the first thing I did upon moving here. I have since joined the choir and become a member of the 
Host Team.  My interests besides vocal and instrumental music include a variety of fiber arts and also martial 
arts.  I live in West Salem with my 19-year-old son, Matthew. 

Bobbie Westerberg:  A Message of Optimism and Hope  
All my life I have been a “both and” person.  By this I mean I’m someone who has not rejected 
or tried to forget past experiences. Rather, I’ve built upon both the positive and negative of my 
past, which I believe perhaps leads me to view things in a new light so I can plow forward 
towards authenticity with my whole being.   I believe my journey forward is defined by “both 
and..”   

My youth was spent in Sacramento with my parents and older brother.  When I think back, I’m 
sure I felt “different” by the age of four.  My life was characterized by being unable to express 
my deepest thoughts and feelings.  We just didn’t have the vocabulary for it back then.  I felt 
that if I tried to express what I felt, my parents would have had me committed to a mental 

institution.  I remained closeted.  My high school years were filled with playing the guitar with a rock and roll 
garage band and being part of the school music program.  

I was married briefly following high school.  This brief marriage was followed by my second marriage.  My wife 
and I were together for twenty-nine years.  We had no children.   

I joined the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem in 2013.  I found this is where I can be a French 
Roman Catholic, a Swedish Lutheran, and an Oblate of St. Benedict.  Before I came to this fellowship I had 
attended many Protestant and Catholic churches. My most recent path included First United Methodist Church 
in Port Angeles, WA; St Placid Priory in Lacey, WA; and Mt. Angel Monastery in Mount Angel.  I remain a 
Christian and feel like my beliefs are compatible with the Unitarian Universalists’ respect for all religions. 

The French Catholic tradition comes from living in Paris during the early 1960s as an active member of the US 
military.  The Swedish Lutheran tradition comes from having a newly discovered family in Sweden.  In my heart 
I consider myself a “homesick child of Europe.”   It’s in the European Union that I will have my final rest.  Future 
plans are to have my ashes sent to Sweden.  Knowing I will have a new home gives me comfort as I live my 
remaining days with terminal cancer.  

You may have heard me say, “Dying is easy, it’s living that’s hard.”   I believe that there’s life on both sides of 
the grave and that I must do what I can while I’m here to help others, especially those in the LGBT community.  
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Calendar 

We are living in a time of dynamic change.  However, I feel I need to do what I can to help people understand 
what living in the LGBT world is and help those who may be struggling with coming to grips with it.   Perhaps I 
can help them draw from being a “both and….” person.  

I became involved in the Benedictine Oblates who are lay Christians (Protestant or Catholic) who pursue a three-
year formation and make an offering of their lives to Christ.  I joined the Oblate community at St Placid in 2006 
and made my oblation there in 2009.  It was during this period that I began my transition.  I am indebted to the 
practical and very sincere support I received.  I began by what might appear to be simple things like taking legal 
action to change my name and have my driver’s license identify me as “female.”  I also began hormone therapy 
which provided tremendous relief. 

I completed my transition with the support of the St. Benedict Oblates and the Veterans Administration who 
helped facilitate the necessary medical procedures and continue to monitor my health issues.  

Hospice now has a place in my life and will become more involved as I move forward.  I continue to be a “both 
and….” person.  I continue to embrace and prosper practically and spiritually from all my experiences during the 
last seventy-four years.   

Titlakawan - The Flowering of the Self 

Tuesday, February 7, 7pm – 9pm 
See article for details. 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday, February 8, 5:30 pm, 7 - 9 pm 
A welcoming place for meditation practice. 

Session I is for experienced meditation practitioners. 
Session II provides attendees with basic instruction, and 
explanation. The last hour, 8 - 9 pm, is for discussion, 
compassion, about how to use meditation as a spiritual 
practice. 

Board Meeting 

Thursday, February 9, 6pm - 8pm 
All are welcome.  However, if an executive 

session is required, visitors are asked to leave. 

Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, February 9, 6:30pm - 8:00pm 

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, February 10, 7pm - 8pm 
UUCS' Addiction Recovery Ministry and Support 

program is glad to sponsor the Refuge Recovery group 
now meeting every Friday from 7 to 8 pm at UUCS.  
The mission of this national non-profit organization is to 
build an extensive and comprehensive network of 
groups, meetings, and communities that practice and 
promulgate Buddhist teachings and meditations for 
anyone seeking recovery from addiction. 

Drawing inspiration from the core teachings of 

the Four Noble Truths, emphasis is placed on both 

knowledge and empathy as means for overcoming 

addiction and its causes. Those struggling with any form 

of addiction greatly benefit when they understand the 

suffering that addiction has created while developing 

compassion for the pain they have experienced. For 

more information please visit refugerecovery.org or 

email rruucs@gmail.com. 

Small Group Discussions – Participate and 

Celebrate 

Sunday, February 12, 11:15am – 12:30pm  
and 12:30pm – 1:45pm 

Salem Covenant of UU Pagans meeting 

Monday, February 13, 6:30pm – 8:00pm 
Monthly business meeting for the executive 

team of Salem Covenant of Unitarian Universalist 
Pagans, discussing items that are relevant to the 
spiritual and business needs of the group, planning for 
events, and addressing and supporting the greater 
pagan community at UUCS. The meeting is open to 
anyone. 

Social Justice Discussion Group 

Monday, February 13, 6:30pm – 8:00pm 
The Social Justice in Action Team invites you to 

join us to discuss current social justice topics in an 
informal setting. Topics will be decided by participants. 
This meeting will be in addition to our regular monthly 
meeting, but will be more focused on allowing people to 
talk about issues in a deeper way than we have time for 
in our 'business' meetings. No commitment to attend 
both meetings is required or expected. Please join us 
with an open mind, an open heart, and open ears. If you 
are able, please consider bringing a snack or non-
alcoholic beverage to share. Hope to see you there! 

Women's Alliance Meeting 

Tuesday, February 14, 7pm – 9pm 
See article for details. 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday, February 15, 5:30 pm, 7 - 9 pm 
See February 9 for details. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGQw0GP8_7AaYoYeA6UPmnmaKZu613qHblsCTVEfLNpc3_enE-m-t7olUsC5GUyvRdwnu9GUxj9HTyH57BWDDIc1HeqkXsrAVKWNHtGYAHFvEi2aCICjArzoTKp5VSnYciKVJVhwAuDNakcxyf7mVU51_7w3fHYUTspkGmMeoog=&c=GFwA8c6WpeA-qCEJiLGZmKSXI0ZtkrFaMarfar-IRMi7mA_qtYPOL
mailto:rruucs@gmail.com
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Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, February 16, 6:30pm – 8:00pm 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Thursday, February 16, 7pm – 9pm 
Simple, easy-to-learn movements and songs 

honoring spiritual traditions from around the world. The 
dances bring together sacred phrases from the world's 
religious traditions in heart-awakening circle dances 
dedicated to peace within and without. See 
SalemDances.com for more information. 

Journey to Belonging 

Thursday, February 16, 7:00pm – 8:30pm 
"Spiritual growth is an individual affair that is 

best pursued in groups." -Henry Miller This is a 3-
month covenant group that explores the spiritual 
journey: where we come from, where we are, what we 
look forward to exploring. All are welcome to join! The 
group will be facilitated by Reverend Richard Davis or 
our Intern Minister, Monica Jacobson Tennessen. 

Salem Covenant of UU Pagans Meet & Greet 

Friday, February 17, 7pm – 9pm 
A place for pagans to gather, connect, and 

share. All are welcome to discuss and learn about each 
other, events, and shared spirituality. Bring a snack to 
share and a smile. We'd like to get to know you. 

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, February 17, 7pm – 8pm 
See February 10 for details. 

David Anderson Memorial Service 

Saturday, February 18, 2pm – 5pm 
See article for details. 

Roy Zimmerman Concert 

Saturday, February 18, 7:00pm – 9:30pm 
See article for details. 

Small Group Discussions – Participate and 

Celebrate 

Sunday, February 19, 11:15am – 12:30pm 

Social Justice in Action Team meeting 

Sunday, February 19, 12:30pm – 2:00pm 

Small Group Discussions – Participate and 

Celebrate 

Sunday, February 19, 12:30pm – 1:45pm 

Titlakawan - The Flowering of the Self 

Tuesday, February 21, 7pm – 9pm 
See article for details. 

Small Group Discussions – Participate and Celebrate 

Tuesday, February 21, 7:00pm – 8:30pm 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday, February 22, 5:30 pm, 7 - 9 pm 
See February 9 for details. 

 

NW Permaculture Film Series 

Thursday, February 23, 6:30pm – 8:30pm 
Permaculture is: “Earth Care, People Care, and Return 
of Surplus”, creating systems that are not only 
sustainable but also enriching to the soil and all life. 
Please join us every 4th Thursday at 6:30 pm for a 
finger food potluck & showing of a permaculture 
inspired film. New film and discussion every month! 
Contact the NW Permaculture Institute for more 
information, call (503) 449-8077,  or visit 
nwpermacultureinstitute.org or the Facebook page at 
facebook.com/nwpermacultureinstitute.  

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, February 24, 7pm – 8pm 
See February 10 for details. 

Trio Nova Mundi presents Femme Notables 

Sunday, February 26, 7:30pm – 9:30pm 
See article for details. 

Communications Team Meeting 

Monday, February 27, 4pm – 6pm 
Join the communications team for discussion of 

progress on our UUCS newsletter, website, Facebook, 
publicity and video projects. Newcomers or visitors 
welcome. 

Titlakawan - The Flowering of the Self 

Tuesday, February 28, 7pm – 9pm 
See February 21 for details. 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday, March 1, 5:30 pm, 7 - 9 pm 
See February 9 for details. 

Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, March 2, 6:30pm – 8:00pm 

First Friday Family Night 

Friday, March 3, 5:30pm – 7:30pm 
Come to UUCS for a potluck (beginning at 6 

pm) to share fellowship with other parents/care givers! 
Activities and supervision for the children will be 
provided. *Please provide lists of ingredients for your 
potluck dishes. Feel free to bring your favorite game or 
craft activity to share! 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Friday, March 3, 7pm – 9pm 
See February 16 for details. 

Newsletter Deadline 

Friday, March 3, 8:00pm  

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, March 3, 7pm – 8pm 
See February 10 for details. 

 
 

 

http://nwpermacultureinstitute.org
http://facebook.com/nwpermacultureinstitute
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DEADLINES: 
Newsletter Submissions for The Chalice and the Flame must be received by the Friday before 

publication. The deadline for the December 6  newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, March 3.  Please send your 
submissions, including personal news items, directly to editors@uusalem.org. 

 
Announcements for the separate Sunday Bulletin must be at the office by 9 a.m. Tuesday. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: please use the Event Scheduling Request form on the UUCS website to add your 
event to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY: please use the Event Publicity Request form on the UUCS website! This form is a one-stop 
place to put a notice in the Sunday announcements, the UUCS newsletter, the UUCS website and or Facebook. 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email 
your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you 
are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 
 

 

mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Publicity-Request/?controller=ContentPage
mailto:office@uusalem.org
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Worship Services and Religious Exploration 

 
Service Times:  9:30 am and 11:15 am 

Sunday, February 12  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

 It’s Just Us  
Celebrant: Gloria Holland; Anchor: Arrhiannon Kirkpatrick  

First Service Music: Laura Christian and Sara Greenleaf  
Second Service Music: UUCS Choir     

 

People keep falling into one of the greatest of all spiritual traps, again and again.  It leads to 

personal and collective violence.  Let's look at that. 

Sunday, February 19  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

 Our Transylvanian Pilgrimage   
Celebrant: David Gortner ; Anchor: Lennie Martin  

First Service Music: Ryan Amend and Aimee Larsen-Amend   
Second Service Music: Laura Christian and Sara Greenleaf   

 

This past summer six of us went on a pilgrimage to the historical birthplace of Unitarianism in the 

Transylvanian region of Romania which included a nice visit to our own Partner Church in 

Simenfalva.  Do we have a story to tell and lots of images to share!   Please join us. 

Sunday, March 5  Monica Jacobson Tennessen  

 Question Box Sunday   
Celebrant: Lennie Martin ; Anchor: David Gortner  

 

Bring your questions! Intern Minister Monica will do her best to supply responses about life, 

religion, and more, from the bottom of her heart and off the top of her head. 

Sunday, February 26  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

 All On Fire   
Celebrant: Arrhiannon Kirkpatrick ; Anchor: Joanne Manson  

Music Both Services:  UUCS Choir  
RE Middle School and High School children attend the service 

Every Sunday we light a chalice because sometimes we need to light a fire to create light, warmth and 

melt away the cold indifference of the world.  

This is “Celebration Sunday”.  For more information, see the article at the beginning of the newsletter. 
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Intern Minister:   
     Monica Tennessen Jacobson 

monica@uusalem.org 
Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 

Christi J. Olsen, christi@uusalem.org 
RE Sunday Assistants: Marnie Jeffers, 

Elsa McKinney-Menchaca 
Music Director: Aimee Larsen-Amend 

Pianist: Sara Greenleaf Seitz  
music@uusalem.org 

Board Chair: L.J. Frederickson 
ljfrederic@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Office Administrator: Samantha Scales 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
Fax: 503-364-3280 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited and formatted by Sharon 

Pierson, edited and proofed by Elsa Struble and Vicki 
Cunningham. 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:christi@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:ljfrederic@gmail.com
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUSalem
mailto:editors@uusalem.org

