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Pre-Pie Pre-Parties 

Whaaat? Before there can be a Pie Day, there has to be fruit picking. Why not make it a party? 
Let's form groups and go pick fruit, then pack the fruit for freezing and enjoy each other's company. 

For several years, a "Board of Crusteaze" crew has put together about 200 pies on the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving, for sale at UUCS on the Sunday before Thanksgiving. All ingredients, dough, and fruit are 
prepared and frozen ahead of time. That's where the pre-pie parties come in.  We need help picking the fruit and 
celebrating the harvest. 

Organizer for Blueberries:  Mark Kendall.  Time:  Happening soon!  Contact Mark at mkendallw@me.com. 
Organizer for Marion Berries:  Vicki Cunningham.  Time:   around July 17, or when the farmer is done. 
Contact Vicki at vickicunningham11003@gmail.com. 
Organizer for Wild Blackberries:   Could it be you?  (Contact Vicki).  Time: 
usually August 

Apple picking is already covered by Mark's backyard trees. If anyone has 
access to pie cherries or rhubarb, please let Vicki know. 

Pickers need to bring small buckets, sturdy shoes and probably long 
sleeves. If we get enough for our pie day pies, you can pick for yourselves 
also. 

July Share the Plate Recipient is Salem For Refugees 

Salem For Refugees helps refugees who have fled persecution and war-
torn countries such as Iraq, Syria, Somalia, Bhutan, Burma. These new Salem residents get help with basic 
necessities, housing, healthcare, education, employment, plus navigating English and a new culture. Salem for 
Refugees will receive a portion of the offerings collected at each July service. 

LGBT+Community Conference July 8 
All are welcome to attend the conference "God's Love and the LGBT+Community" on Saturday, July 8 from 9 am 
to 4 pm at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Salem. The goal is to identify ways the religious community can partner 
with and offer support to the LGBTQ community.  Gene Robinson, retired Episcopal Bishop of New Hampshire 
and internationally-known speaker, will speak. Registration for the entire program is $25 in advance or $30 the 
day of the event. Registration for Bishop Robinson's talk only is $15 in advance or $20 the day of the event. 
Scholarships are available. Funds after expenses go to Integrity Oregon. 

(Details and Registration)   

Register by July 8 For UUCS Wine Group Tasting 
UUCS Wine Group is getting together again, finally! Saturday, July 15 the group will meet at 3 pm at Keeler 
Estate Vineyards in Amity for a tour and tasting. Register by July 8.  Tasting fee is $15 per person. To register, 
email Lynn Albright at shazam57@gmail.com or call (805) 320-8152 for more info. 

SIHN July 16-30 
Volunteers are needed for hosting Salem Interfaith Hospitality Network, Sunday, July 16 - Sunday, July 30. You 
may notice from these dates that this quarter we are hosting this time for two weeks in a row - That's right! Only 
overnight hosts are needed the second week. Click on the link for more information. 

(Details and Volunteer Sign-up Link)  
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~ Christi J. Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 

Lifespan Religious Exploration 

July is a nice month for Religious Exploration.  We have the time to relax and enjoy the outdoors on our 

Sundays together.  Our Religious Exploration (RE) garden area needs to be weeded and cared for and 

we have the time to work on it when we gather.  In July, we hear about the fun things that families are 

doing together when school is not in session.  July reminds us to slow down and remember that 

summer will be over all too quickly and that we need to enjoy each moment.  It is a time for family and 

togetherness… 

 
Togetherness and being in community is important to me when I am considering our RE offerings.  Our 

fall RE programming is looking at the idea that most families spend a lot of time away from each other 

during the week and these times away are experiences that often are segregated based on age (such 

as. going to school, participating on a sports team, going to work, etc.); therefore, we are planning 

opportunities for families to experience worshiping together and being in community with other people 

in our congregation during RE.  We will not always segregate based on age!   

 

With our new first service RE offering, families can start in the sanctuary together and then leave 

through the Love Arch to join in a spiritual experience with all ages participating in worship that 

incorporates kinesthetic type activities.  This RE experience will also give ideas to support full week faith 

formation at home.   

 

I have been asked, “Do you have to have children in the RE program to attend this unique opportunity?”  

NO!  We encourage you to go through the Love Arch, join us and make connections with the families in 

our congregation!  EVERYONE IS WELCOME and ENCOURAGED to attend!   

  

In gratitude and until next time, Christi 
Christi J Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration  
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Happenings and Highlights 

Women's Retreat July 14-15 
First Unitarian Church of Portland is hosting a women's retreat July 14-15 at the Menucha Retreat 
Center in Corbett. The cost is $165 for double-occupancy and meals. The retreat will be led by 
fellow member and UU Ministry Candidate Mary Gear.   
Contact cscheffman@firstunitarianportland.org and reference event R1WS16 for more 
information.  

Updates from SJAT 
The Sanctuary Team and the Social Justice Action Team continue to promote immigrant justice, and to 
form an interfaith coalition among churches in Marion and Polk counties. 
Following the May 21 congregational vote for UUCS to become a sanctuary congregation, a press 
release was sent out to local media. Salem Weekly ran the entire press release while Hank Arends ran 
part of it in his religion column in the Statesman Journal. 
 
These  teams were well-represented on June 22 at the Sanctuary Information Session held at McKay 
High School, organized by the Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice (IMIRJ) and the Willamette 
Valley Resistance League. 
 
More than 100 people, representing dozens of churches, came together at that meeting to learn more 
about sanctuary and how churches can respond to immigrant justice matters.  Many churches signed 
up to be part of an interfaith coalition which could provide a collective response when/if the UUCS has 
an individual in sanctuary in our congregation. The first meeting of this coalition will be held at the 
UUCS over the summer. 
 
Our June Share The Plate recipient was Mid-Valley Literacy Center. Its director, Vivian Ang, sent the 
Social Justice Action Team a note of gratitude to the UUCS for “their heart of service to the 
community.” 
 

Pictures from the June 5 Flower Communion and Potluck 

mailto:cscheffman@firstunitarianportland.org
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Thanks to Blood Drive Participants! 
Thank you to the 21 people who came to support the Red Cross Blood Drive on June 23.  15 units of blood were 
collected.  Huge thanks to Sharon Pierson and her husband Neil for hosting the entire day.  They ended up 
helping move the drive into the sanctuary because of ants in the fellowship hall.  Wow! What a job moving the 
sanctuary chairs to accommodate the blood drive and then resetting the chairs.  Thank you!!!   ~Submitted by 
Angela Gross, UUCS Coordinator 

General Assembly Update from Mary Gear 
It was my privilege to represent UUCS as a delegate to the 2017 GA in New Orleans.  UUCS was also 
represented by two tree banners sent by RE to support climate justice.  The banners hung in the stage during the 
opening ceremonies and in the lobby for the rest of the week.   
 
This year was a justice GA with a focus on poverty and racism, very timely topics for our denomination and our 
country. There was much activity at GA; here are some highlights.  You can find more information, as well as 
watch much of the convention at General Assembly 2017 On-line.  

The weather was stormy both inside and outside the convention hall!  Tropical Storm Cindy brought heavy rain 
and high winds to New Orleans to start GA, with some people delayed or diverted in their travels.  Inside the 
convention hall, there was contention about opening the bylaws Section II, which addresses our principles and 
sources.  
 
There were two proposed changes to our principles and purposes: change the wording of the first principle from 
“humans” to “beings” in order to include all life, and in our second source, change “men and women” to “people” 
in order to be as inclusive as possible to those who may not identify on a gender binary spectrum.  The second 
proposal, changing the sources, was adopted quickly and will take effect immediately.   
 
The first proposal was contentious, opposed by people of color who noted that we do not treat all humans with 
dignity and as if they have worth.  In addition, Black Lives Unitarian Universalist (BLUU) proposed adding an 8th 
principle to recognize our stand against oppression and in support of multi-culturalism, which was supported by 
the assembly.  In the end, on Sunday, the Board agreed to appoint a Study Commission to open up and review 
this entire bylaws section.  Over the next year, the Commission will consider all proposed changes and seek 
congregational input. This is an indication that we, as a denomination, are struggling with identity and that the 
coming years will allow for some interesting conversations. 
 
GA delegates adopted a Statement of Conscience regarding Escalating Economic Inequality, noting what 
individuals and congregations can do to address this issue, and adopted a Responsive Resolution directing the 
“Standing on the Side of Love” campaign to become more inclusive and reflective of the needs and contributions 
of people with disabilities.  
 
Another major event at GA was election of Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray as UUA president.  She is the first elected 
woman president; Rev. Sofia Betancourt has served as an interim co-president for these past three months.  
This was the first time that the UUA used instant run-off voting to decide the presidential race.   
 
There were many great workshops and a public witness event that had us following a New Orleans jazz band 
through the streets as we witnessed the recovery of the city from Hurricane Katrina. 
 
Next year, GA will be in Kansas City on June 20-24.  In 2019, GA will be just up the road in Spokane on June 19-
23.  It is an experience not to be missed! 

~Submitted by Mary Gear  

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email 
your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you 
are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 

http://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/2017
mailto:office@uusalem.org
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20 Years Ago This Month 

This is the fifth of our series commemorating the building of our church in 1997.  The March article started with 
the groundbreaking, and after a slow start because of a rainy spring, things moved rapidly. 
 
June and July were very busy months; we and our contractor, Elliott-Sheets, made a lot of progress.  The 
framing of the whole building was finished by the middle of July.  Electrical, plumbing, sound, phone, and heating 
systems were all in progress.  Roofing and windows too.  The photo, taken July 11, 1997, shows the sanctuary 
framed in; windows installation was the current task.  Insulation and wallboard had to wait until the plumbing, 
electrical, and heating systems were in.  The siding started in late July.  It was exhilarating!  Our members who 
did the daily cleanup were impressed by the progress, but it meant they had a lot to clean up.  Various members 
with trucks took piles of scrap wood to a construction wood recycling station.   
 
Through it all, we had weekly construction meetings; Craig Carlson, our architect, presided.  Joe Sheets and our 
excellent site supervisor Bob Palmer represented our contractor; the subcontractors -- and I -- were there too.  
They were happy, productive meetings; everyone worked well together. 
 
During the spring we had had one meeting with Bill Meier, president of Pioneer Trust, about needing a 
mortgage.  Barbara Hanneman knew Bill, so the meeting felt like a love-in!  I remember thinking to myself 
"These are bankers; when is the other shoe going to drop?"  It never happened; our negotiations were cordial 
and cooperative throughout -- but our interest rate was 9%.  The Board wanted me to explore terms with three 
different banks.  Our current bank was not Pioneer Trust, but Pioneer Trust was the most open to working with 
us, and offered us the best terms.  There is value in a small local community bank!  It helped that in June, when 
we actually applied for a mortgage, I was able to show that we ourselves were raising 60% of the whole cost of 
the project; who does that?!  It also helped that I put together a packet of information that I thought the Bank 
might want, so when Bill Meier asked about a cash flow projection, for example, I had it ready.  The mortgage 
papers were signed in June, and we started drawing on it about the end of August. 
 
We started painting in July.  First we painted door frames.  Of the exterior, the fascia boards under the eaves 
had to be done first, so the rain gutters could be installed over them.  The fascia boards and the rest of the 
exterior got paint with the very romantic name of -- barkmulch! 

~Submitted by George Struble 
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Calendar 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday, July 5, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

A welcoming place for meditation practice. 
Session I is for experienced meditation practitioners.  
Session II provides attendees with basic instruction, 
and explanation. The last hour, 8:00 – 9 :00 pm, is for 
discussion, compassion, about how to use meditation 
as a spiritual practice. 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Friday, July 7, 7:00 pm  

Simple, easy-to-learn movements and songs 
honoring spiritual traditions from around the world. 
The dances bring together sacred phrases from the 
world's religious traditions in heart-awakening circle 
dances dedicated to peace within and without.  

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, July 7, 7:00 pm 

UUCS' Addiction Recovery Ministry and 
Support program is glad to sponsor the Refuge 
Recovery group meeting every Friday from 7:00 to 
8:00 pm at UUCS. The mission of this national non-
profit organization is to build an extensive and 
comprehensive network of groups, meetings, and 
communities that practice and promulgate Buddhist 
teachings and meditations for anyone seeking 
recovery from addiction. Drawing inspiration from the 
core teachings of the Four Noble Truths, emphasis is 
placed on both knowledge and empathy as means for 
overcoming addiction and its causes. Those 
struggling with any form of addiction greatly benefit 
when they understand the suffering that addiction has 
created while developing compassion for the pain 
they have experienced.  

Sangha Dinner 

Saturday, July 8, 4:00 pm (Offsite) 
UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday, July 12, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm  

(See July 5) 

Board meeting 

Thursday, July 13, 6:00 pm 

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, July 14, 7:00 pm 

(See July 7) 

Wine Tasting Group - The Grape Nuts 

Saturday, July 15, 3:00 pm  

Offsite:  Keeler Estate Vineyard, 5100 SE Rice 
Ln, Amity UUCS Wine Group is reforming, finally! 
Open to all wine enthusiasts – no experience needed! 
We will meet at Keeler Estate Vineyards in Amity for a 
tour and tasting. Keeler is an organic, biodynamic 
winery in a gorgeous setting. There are plenty of 

places to relax and enjoy the view while you sip their 
wonderful wines. The tasting fee is $15. Visit http://
keelerestatevineyard.com/ for more information about 
the vineyard. Bring your own picnic to enjoy after our 
tour and tasting. Email Lynn Albright at 
shazam57@gmail.com to register by July 8, or call 
(805) 320-8152 for more info.  

Hosting SIHN Families 

July 16 - 30 

SJAT Monthly Meeting 

Sunday July 16, 11:45 am 

Worship Team meeting 

Monday, July 17, 6:00 pm 

Monthly Meeting of the Worship Team to plan 
& discuss Sunday Services 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday, July 19, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

(See July 5) 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Thursday, July 20, 7:00 pm 

(See July 7) 

Salem Covenant of UU Pagans Meet & Greet 

Friday, July 21, 7:00 pm 

A place for pagans to gather, connect, and 
share. All are welcome to discuss and learn about 
each other, events, and shared spirituality. Bring a 
snack to share and a smile. We'd like to get to know 
you. 

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, July 21, 7:00 pm  

(See July 7) 
No Children's Religious Exploration Programming  

Sunday, July 23 

Intern Minister Committee Meeting 

Sunday, July 23, 1:00 pm 

Sanctuary Congregation Committee Meeting 

Monday, July 24, 6:00 pm 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Wednesday July 26, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm  

(See July 5) 

Newsletter Deadline: 8pm 

Friday, July 28, 8 pm 

Refuge Recovery 

Friday, July 28, 7:00 pm 

(See July 7) 

Membership Team Meeting 

Tuesday, August 1, 6:30 pm  

mailto:shazam57@gmail.com
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Worship Services and Religious Exploration 

Sunday, July 30  Laura Christian 
"Seeking the Swift Sunrise" 

Celebrant: Lennie Martin; Anchor: David Gortner  
 Music: Ted Cory 

Relatively new UUCS member Laura Christian will speak of her experiences seeking mental health treatment for 
her suicidal son, the choices she made, his eventual successful treatment, and the help she received from many 
sources. 

RE Info:  Children will do a walking meditation in Bateman Woods and then gather supplies to create a 
nature weaving.   

Sunday, July 9  David LaDuca 
"Calm Unity, the 2017 Summer Pageant" 

Celebrant: Gloria Holland; Anchor: Laura Christian 
In this time of division, we need to find ways to build community. This will be a multi-generational service with 
unrehearsed theater, original music, and surprises for all ages.  Everyone will be given an opportunity to 
participate.  David LaDuca, from West Hills UU Fellowship in Tigard will direct the program. 

RE Info: Everyone is invited to attend and participate in the service. We will still provide nursery care for 
children five and under. 

August Share The Plate Recipient:  Salem For Refugees 

Service Time:  10:30 am (Summer Schedule) 

Sunday, July 16  Mike Preston 
"Adventures in Forgiveness" 

Celebrant: Arrhiannon Kirkpatrick; Anchor: Benjahmin Boschee 
 Music: Marcia Christenson 

Forgiveness is happening all around us, and it is often missing from view. How is it possible to discern the 
presence and/or absence of forgiveness? Is forgiveness something to be seen, felt, heard, touched, tasted? 
These and other questions will be explored, if not answered, in a spirit of curiosity and wonder. Stories from 
places like a local prison chapel and a classroom in a psychiatric hospital will provide concrete details to hold 
the curiosity. 

RE Info: We will have a guest, Tobi Weisbond, share a marbling paper project!  We will learn that 
creating art can be a spiritual practice. 

Sunday, July 23  Monica Jacobson 
"A Shared History" 

Celebrant: Joanna Manson ; Anchor: Benjahmin Boschee 
 Music: Laura Christian 

What is it that leads a person to identify as a Unitarian Universalist? In a faith with no creed, what binds us 
together? Scholar and minister Rev. David Bumbaugh says that it is a shared history. We'll examine the 
implications of that in this service. 

RE Info:  No RE Program.  To make welcome, for the second week, our guests from the Salem Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, we are not offering Religious Exploration classes today.  Children may enjoy the service 
and color at the back table.  The Cozy Corner in the fellowship hall and the nursery are available for families 
with children that need to move around more than the space in the service allows.  
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Intern Minister:   
     Monica Jacobson 

monica@uusalem.org 
Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 

Christi J. Olsen, christi@uusalem.org 
RE Sunday Assistants: Marnie Jeffers, 

Elsa McKinney-Menchaca  
Music Director: Aimee Larsen-Amend 

Pianist: Sara Greenleaf Seitz  
music@uusalem.org 

Board Chair: Lynn Cardiff 
lynncardiff2625@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Samantha Scales 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
Fax: 503-364-3280 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited and formatted by Sharon 

Pierson, edited and proofed by Elsa Struble and Vicki 
Cunningham. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter Submissions for The Chalice and 

the Flame must be received by the Friday before 
publication. The deadline for the August newsletter is 
8:00 pm on Thursday, July 27.  Please send your 
submissions, including personal news items, directly to 
editors@uusalem.org. 

Announcements for “This Week At UUCS” must 
submitted to editors@uusalem.org by noon 
Wednesday.  

EVENT SCHEDULING: Use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY: Use the Event Publicity Request form 
on the UUCS website! This form is a one-stop place to 
put a notice in the Sunday announcements, the UUCS 
newsletter, the UUCS website and or Facebook. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 
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