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November 2017 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Directory Updates 

In celebration of 20 years in our building, we are having professional portraits 
for this year’s membership directory!  The photographers will be at UUCS the 
5 days following Thanksgiving: 

Friday, November 24, 2 pm—8 pm 
Saturday, November 25, 10 am—6 pm 
Sunday, November 26, 10 am—4 pm 
Monday, November 27, 11 am—7 pm 
Tuesday, November 28, 11 am—6 pm 

Visit http://bit.ly/UUCS_pictureday to book your appointment or sign up at the 
Membership Directory table on any Sunday between now and then. 

Life Touch Photography offers this service free to the congregation!  Every family receives a free 8x10 
portrait, with the option to purchase additional prints.  And, UUCS will receive 5% of sales back from Life Touch, 
so your purchase will directly support our UUCS Membership Program! 

Book your appointment today!   

Please contact the office if you can join Samantha in organizing and hosting the event: helping with timely 
announcements or with appointment setting, checking people in as they arrive for portraits, or updating our 
database with any new contact information or corrections. Thank you for considering these short-term service 
opportunities!  

Fall Auction Rocked! 
Over 100 people attended the Fall Auction on November 4.  They enjoyed live music and cocktails while they 
walked the aisles of silent auction items and placed their bids.  The band continued playing all through a sit-down 
supper of salmon, fall vegetables, and cake.  Aimee Larsen-Amend and Sara Greenleaf provided running 
commentary throughout the silent auction and then and served as better-than-professional auctioneers during the 
live auction. 

The auction would not have been possible without the 
many wonderful donations, and the dozens of 
volunteers who helped with planning, setup and 
cleanup ‒ making it all come together!  Special thanks 
to:  JP Batmale for taking the lead on the event, Joel 
Martin and Mark Kendall for planning and cooking the 
dinner, Mark Kendall for providing the delicious salmon, 
Lorna Youngs for organizing the cashier table, Sharon 
Pierson for organizing the auction items, and Joel 
Woodman for setting up and running the bar, and to 
Aimee Larsen-Amend and Sara Greenleaf for making 
the auction fun!   Thanks also to the buyers: a 
preliminary count indicates sales over $4,000.  

The goal of the night was not only to raise money for UUCS, but to provide an opportunity for fellowship.  On both 
counts, the night was a huge success. 

Inside this Issue 
 

Religious Exploration  3 

Happenings & Highlights 4 

20 Years Ago This Month 6 

Social Justice News  7 

The Calendar      8 

Sunday Morning Services      10 

http://bit.ly/UUCS_pictureday


November 7, 2017 The Chalice and The Flame — Volume 69 / Issue 3 Page 2 

For the past few months I’ve been enjoying UUCS member George Struble’s newsletter articles and 
accompanying photos recounting the story of how the dream of our wonderful spiritual home became a reality.  
What an epochal and exciting time that was back in 1997 – twenty years ago!  

Sometimes congregations and other organizations are accused of falling prey to “edifice complexes” in which 
too much attention and value are given to the building at the expense of other nobler concerns.   To this I would 
say that congregations that don’t have a suitable edifice in which to gather and create community suffer from 
“edifice deficit disorders” that can keep them from fulfilling their unique missions.   

Having the wonderful space we have had since late 1997 (including the addition of our fellowship Hall in 2003) 
has enabled us to more fully live out the promise of our free faith.  So many good, fun, meaningful events have 
happened here since – worship services, weddings, memorial services, recitals, concerts, drama, dance, 
workshops, parties, fellowship, blood drives, community events! 

Here are two uses of our facility that especially stand out:  1) Not long after moving from our much smaller 
home on the corner of 19th and Breyman, we voted to become a host congregation for the Salem Interfaith 
Hospitality Network and provide shelter for homeless families in our community – something we lacked the 
space to do in our old home.  2)  At our last annual congregational meeting in May, in response to the federal 
government’s cruel treatment of undocumented persons, we voted to become Salem’s first sanctuary 
congregation, thereby proclaiming our opposition the government’s harsh enforcement of outdated immigration 
laws and our willingness to offer sanctuary to a properly vetted undocumented person in danger of deportation.     

In other words, our lovely edifice has enabled us to embody our values and serve the community.  

So it’ll be good for us to remember and celebrate the 20th anniversary of our spiritual home at both of our 
worship services on December 10.   We’ll recount the history of Unitarian Universalism in Salem, with a special 
focus on the story of our building here.   YOU, I hope, will be kind enough to bring a dessert to share for the 
potluck afterwards.  

Yet, even as it’s good to look back with gratitude and appreciation, it’s vitally important to look ahead and ask 
“what new challenges and opportunities are we, the current stewards of Unitarian Universalism in our 
community, called to address now?”  (This question takes on even more urgency now, given the dishonest, 
destructive, authoritarian brand of the leadership inflicted upon our nation by the current occupant of the White 
House – so much that we hold dear is under assault.) 

This I do know:  we are called to be an ever greater and stronger presence in our community.   Then, too, there 
are many free thinking, spiritually homeless people in our community whose lives would be deeply enriched by 
joining us, if only they knew we are here. 

Know that congregational leaders are looking ahead and discerning the next momentous steps we are called to 
take.   So stay tuned.  There’s more on this to come. 
 
Love, 
Rick 
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November has arrived along with our new monthly Soul Matters theme of Abundance.  When you hear the word, 

“Abundance,” notice what your first reaction was to the word.   What came to mind?   My first reaction was, what in the 

world does that mean to me and how will I share that with the children/youth?  My second thought turned to food!  

(Perhaps I need to reflect on that reaction a little deeper!)  So, a question to deepen the thinking, instead of just 

throwing out a word: “Where do you find abundance in your life?”  As I began to answer that question, the theme 

became more understandable to me and I was able to begin to unpack the meaning.   Jenny G. Perry, of the Green 

Divas, an author and self-love coach, says that gratitude is the best channel to attract more abundance.  In a month 

where often we turn our focus to feeling thankful and having gratitude, we can use this opportunity to reflect on our 

monthly theme and recognize the many ways we have abundance in our lives.  While you could explore the negative 

types of abundance, such as abundance of bills, messes, responsibilities, etc., you may find it more uplifting to explore 

the positive types of abundance, (or look for something positive in your list of abundance considered negative) such as 

an abundance of hugs, goat kisses, books, etc.   If you would like to have the opportunity to explore this theme in more 

depth, ask to get a Soul Matter’s packet to read.  If you want to discuss the theme with a group of people and you are 

not already in a covenant group, plan to attend the drop-in covenant group that happens every second Sunday after 

second service, in the high school room.  Our next drop-in covenant group is on November 12 from 12:45-2:15 pm.   

Our second Sunday of each month, the services will also focus on our monthly theme.  There are an abundance of 

opportunities to explore the theme! 

There are other opportunities to be involved in the life of our community.  The men’s retreat is happening November 10-

12 at the Oregon 4H Center.   You can still register last minute and registration forms are available in the foyer. 

November 12, we will be assembling the Good Samaritan bags in the fellowship hall.  After each service, find the table 

that has the toiletry donations set out and help create the individual bags.  You are encouraged to take some bags with 

you to hand out to people in need.  This is an ongoing project and every second Sunday bags will be available to put 

together.  Please continue to donate toiletries as you are willing and able! 

If you would like to be a part of helping with the planning and executing of RE’s mission and vision, we would love to 

have you join our once a month RE Team meeting that happens every third Sunday, from 1:00 – 2:30 pm.  Our next RE 

Team meeting is, November 19.  Childcare is available as needed. 

If you would like to have your kindergarten-second grader attend our Our Whole Lives Lifespan Sexuality Education 

classes  (more info) being offered in February and March, please let us know.  We know the holidays are a busy time, 

so plan to pre-register now and we will offer a parent questions and answers meeting in January.   Joel Martin and Joy 

Dunlap are both trained OWL facilitators and they will be leading these classes.    

Thank you to everyone who donated money to take home a painted pumpkin.  We raised $154 towards our RE Offering 

project, the microfinance project in Nicaragua.   

Please note that we will not have individual RE classes on Sunday, November 26, following Thanksgiving.  You are 

always welcome to attend the service with your children. 

I look forward to our November together!  

 

In faith and Until Next Time… Christi 
Christi J Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration  

~ Christi J. Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 

Lifespan Religious Exploration 

https://www.uua.org/re/owl
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Happenings and Highlights 

 It’s November, a month that’s often framed as a time for gratitude and the recognition of 
abundance in our lives. This year the Church of the Larger Fellowship (our “congregation 
without walls,” which meets online and at General Assembly) is using “blessing” as the 
theme for November. Rev. Meg Riley, senior minister at CLF, has invited everyone to join in 
a practice of writing a blessing each morning for the entire month of November and, if 
posting on social media, to use the hashtag #CLFBlessings. I am joining in and I encourage 
you to do so as well, whether you write your morning blessing for all your Facebook friends 
to see or simply murmur to it yourself over your morning coffee. 

If morning blessings don’t appeal to you, an evening gratitude practice may. This might 
mean writing a list of five things you were grateful for during the day. It might take the form of opening your 
dinner conversation by asking each person to name a gratitude. You could review your day for gratitude 
moments just before bed. Any of these simple evening gratitude practices, like the morning blessings practice, is 
a way to bring your attention to what’s life-giving in your days. 

Why do this? Because we live in distressing and anxious times, when reading or watching the news comes with 
a feeling of dread. Whether or not we, individually, are distressed, we collectively are distressed and because 
humans are social animals, being surrounded by anxious people affects even those of us who don’t feel anxious. 
Gratitude practices are one way to defuse emotions like frustration, envy, and regret, and to lighten stress. 
Scientific studies show that people with gratitude practices sleep better at night, feel better about themselves, 
have higher self-esteem, and are more resilient in difficult situations. All this from spending about 15 minutes per 
day on gratitude! 

And, of course, sharing your gratitude builds your network of connection, in small ways and large ones. You 
already know this: how a heartfelt “thank you” makes a person smile, how saying “I’m so glad you’re in my life” 
honors important relationships. When the world feels dangerous, there’s no better time to express our gratitude 
to those around us. And as the Rev. William Sloane Coffin said, “The world is now too dangerous for anything 
but truth, too small for anything but love.” May you find the practice this month that grounds you in truth, love, 
and gratitude. 

Warmly, 
Monica 

Words from Our Intern Minister 

Pie Day Pre-Sales 
Once again, we will be selling pies for your holiday table on the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 19. Watch for the Sunday pre
-sales on November 12. We have lots of Marion berry, apple, and wild 
blackberry pies this year, and some specialty and gluten free pies to 
offer. Cost is $12 for one, or $35 for 3. 
There is still room for you to join the pie-making fun and frenzy on 
Saturday morning, November 18, when we create 200 pies in four 
hours,  assembly-line style. Email Vicki Cunningham at 
vickicunningham11003@gmail.com or check in at the pre-sale table on 
Sunday if you would like to join the "Board of Crustees".  (Some “Crustees” shown preparing apples last month.) 

Women’s Alliance Meets November 14 
At the November 14 Women’s Alliance meeting, new UUCS member (and choir alto) Caroline Spaulding will tell 
us about being an English teacher at the recently opened Career Technical Education Center, cosponsored by 
the Salem Keizer School District and Mountain West Realtors. Any high school student on track to graduate can 
apply to be part of this program in which academic work really meshes with career projects. Caroline finds it an 
exciting combination. Everyone is welcome to attend the 7 pm meeting and to stay for refreshments...and even 
for the business meeting!  
 

mailto:vickicunningham11003@gmail.com
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Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
Please join us for the 5th annual Community Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner sponsored by the Salem Covenant of 
Unitarian Universalist pagans. SCUUPs will provide the potatoes and dinner rolls. Please bring labels of 
ingredients in your dish so people with food allergies can make safe choices. 

Join Jerry & Mary Bray's 60th Wedding Anniversary Celebration Nov. 26 
Jerry and Mary Bray are celebrating their 60th Wedding Anniversary at the Towne Hall in Salemtowne on Sunday, 
November 26 from 2 to 5 pm. RSVP by contacting Jerry Bray at jerbray@comcast.net by November 17. The 
Bray’s have chosen a large venue for an afternoon reception to accommodate all their friends and family, church 
members, Senate Aires, Rotary and Chamber of Commerce friends, etc. They would love to have you attend.   

Holiday Bazaar December 3 
Please mark Sunday, December 3, on your calendar. That’s the date of our annual Holiday Bazaar, organized by 
the Women’s Alliance. Come to the fellowship hall not just for coffee hour but also to buy jams and jellies, baked 
goods and craft items, and to search for unexpected treasures. The money raised will go toward replacing our 
refrigerator, so your shopping benefits UUCS as well as yourself. And, whether or not you regularly attend Alliance 
meetings, you will further benefit UUCS if you donate such items for sale! Saturday, December 2 from 10 am to 2 
pm is the time to bring your contributions. Thanks to Ruth Larson and Jane Manning for heading up the bazaar. 

Winter Blood Drive Needs YOU!  December 8 
UUCS is hosting our next blood drive Friday, December 8, from 12:30 am to 6:00 pm. We need at least 25 more 
donors to reach our goal of 30 pints. Sign up online! http://www.redcrossblood.org. Use the Sponsor Code 
“uusalem” to find open slots.  For more information contact UUCS Liaison Angela Gross, uu4peace@gmail.com. 

Actors for Christmas Eve Pageant Needed 
Christmas Eve, December 24, falls on a Sunday this year. This means we'll have one morning service at 10:30 am 
and one evening service at 7:00 pm. The morning service will be a pageant-style family service; people of all ages 
are invited, and children (and the young-at-heart!) are especially welcome. In the evening, we will have our 
traditional candlelight Christmas Eve service. 
Actors are needed for the simple pageant at the morning service! The commitment is for one rehearsal and one 
service, and using scripts is part of our plan so you won't need to memorize lines. Interested? Email Monica at 
monica@uusalem.org. 

Giving Tree 
“Mindful Organization for Recovery of Psychological Health”, formerly known as the “Mental Health Association of 
Marion County”, is asking for your support this holiday season. As in past years we will have a Giving Tree 
available with requests for gift certificates and food/snack baskets for people with severe mental health conditions 
who are lacking support from friends or family.  Please join us in reaching out to those who are so often alone and 
forgotten.  The gift certificates are greatly appreciated as most of the recipients are surviving on a very limited 
income. Please return all gifts wrapped, or in a basket/container, and gift certificates placed in a holiday card. We 
also ask that you attach the tag from the tree.  The tree will be available November 26, December 3, and 
December 10 with all gifts needing to be returned by December 17. We appreciate your caring and generosity.  
For questions contact MORPH treasurer Nina Donnelly at 503-949-6266. 

Dances of Universal Peace New Year’s Eve Celebration 
Please join the Dances of Universal Peace for New Year's Eve dance circles from all around the globe.  This is an 
alcohol-free celebration.  Dancing begins at 8 pm.  Potluck from 10:00-10:45 pm.  Bring a dish to share and a list 
of ingredients so people with food sensitivities can make healthy choices.  Celebratory/ethnic dress is encouraged.  
Bring a bell for welcoming the New Year.  Suggested donation $15-20.  No one will be turned away due to lack of 
funds.  For more information contact Angela Gross, uu4peace@gmail.com. 
 

George Struble (gstruble@willamette.edu) invites other members 

to send him their own stories about the building of our new church 

home and the steps leading up to it.  George would like to use your 

stories in his December column and/or in a booklet containing his 

columns and other accounts of the history of the project. 

mailto:jerbray@comcast.net
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:uu4peace@gmail.com
mailto:monica@uusalem.org
mailto:uu4peace@gmail.com
mailto:gstruble@willamette.edu
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20 Years Ago This Month 

There was a tremendous amount of exciting activity in October 1997, culminating in our first service in our new building, on 

November 2.  Elliott-Sheets completed some remaining tasks, leading up to a walk-through by architect and contractor (and 

me), which resulted in a list of little things remaining, but a sign-off of "substantial 

completion" by Craig Carlson, our architect, on October 18.  We had a building 

inspection by Marion County on October 21, after which we received our 

"preliminary occupancy permit."  Important steps! 

It was time to furnish the building.  The carpeting was installed.  Bob and 

Deborah Johnson had hosted a fundraising barbecue that raised over $2000 for 

furnishings for the RE wing.  Other furniture arrived.  The 300 chairs for the 

sanctuary arrived October 23; that was scheduled in advance, and we needed 

our members to unload the truck and carry the chairs into the building.  Over a 

dozen members came, so it was light but exhilarating work.  About the same 

time, our stained glass window was installed, and we were thrilled.  Gary 

Swanson amply rewarded our confidence in him. 

What were we going to do with our old church at 19th and Breyman?  We 

explored how it could be made into a residence, but that didn't look really 

feasible.  Zoning limited the options to residence -- or a church.  We were delighted when the Friends Meeting expressed 

interest, and even more when we were able to complete the sale.   

In September, we projected that we might hold our first service in our new church on October 19.  Well, no, there were too 

many tasks yet to do.  October 26?  It was worth having a target, because it kept up our momentum.  So the date was 

November 2.   

We made the big move from the old church in the week of October 27 to 31.  There was a certain amount of chaos -- more 

energy than discipline! -- but we were excited to get the job done.  The new church had very little storage -- only the closet 

behind the sanctuary.  The old church had much more storage space, and it was full.  Most of the contents were broken 

furniture and rarely used items, which we just left for the Friends 

Meeting to dispose of.  On Monday we packed things in the old church; 

on Tuesday, we moved, using a rented truck.  Wednesday to Friday 

were for settling in our new digs. 

We also needed a big cleaning party on Saturday, October 25.  We 

washed the windows, inside and out.  We vacuumed everywhere.  We 

wiped down walls, doorframes, etc., where there was sawdust, 

fingerprints or smudges.  This was only a week after our second big 

landscape work party, so we had "only" about two dozen people to do 

the cleaning. 

When I reported to the Board in December, I was able to report that the 

whole project cost about $946,000, about $5000 less than our 

projection in February!  Who does that?! 

I wrote in my report in the November 6, 1997, newsletter, "Our heartfelt 

and abiding appreciation to all those who contribute money -- often at 

sacrificial levels, and all those who painted, raked, swept, picked up, 

sorted, cleaned, dug, carried, planted, scraped, sawed, hammered, and 

all those other things you did.  All these contributions make our new church, in a very personal sense, YOUR church!  

Furthermore, because so many of us contributed to our success, your church is profoundly OUR church, and our efforts have 

forged a bond among us that I trust will last far into the future." 

All this led up to November 2, our first service in our new church!  We started in the old church, which was jam-packed with our 

members and the Friends Meeting members.  We said farewell to our old church and turned it over with appreciation to the 

Friends Meeting.  Then we caravanned to our new church.  Our parking lot was woefully inadequate, and we overwhelmed the 

on-street parking available.  The parking took much more time than we had planned.  We completely filled the sanctuary.  The 

sound system didn't work.  Rick, aware of the difficulties, the excitement, and the time, asked for a vote to skip his sermon, 

which we gratefully accepted.  We had an abbreviated service, then a celebratory potluck.   

We were in our new home! 

~Submitted by George Struble 

Our finished church — this photo from April 2003 

shows it very much as it looked in 1997 

Our kitchen: Its pass through was where our current doors 

between the sanctuary and Hanneman Hall are now. 
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“Naked Darrow” Performance Nov. 15 Benefits OADP 
Come to Salem Library’s Loucks Auditorium at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 15 to see renowned actor 
Gary Anderson portray the iconic defense attorney Clarence Darrow in the play "Naked 
Darrow." The event will benefit Oregonians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (OADP) 
and tickets are only $20. John Gear, a UUCS Social Justice Action Team member, has 
25 tickets to the event. Please contact John Gear at gearjm@gmail.com to get tickets. 
You can also order tickets by calling OADP at 503-990-7060. 
 

SJAT Benefit Concert In Support of Sanctuary Project January 27 
The Social Justice Action Team is planning a benefit concert for the evening of January 
27 at UUCS.  Proceeds will help pay for room modifications for a person to stay comfortably in sanctuary should 
the need arise. The concert will feature local musicians. An "open microphone" segment will allow everyone to 
join in and perform a song or perhaps read a poem if they would like.  Put this date on your calendar and plan to 
join us to help raise money for our sanctuary at UUCS and for a FUN night of entertainment. 
 

Contact Your Representatives About Supporting DACA 
Following #Faith4Dream Week (October 29-Nov 4), the Social Justice Action Team is encouraging people to 
lobby their representatives in Congress to support a clean Dream Act. The Dream Act would permanently protect 
undocumented youth from deportation.  All you need to do is call 866-940-2439 and say:   

“I’m one of your constituents from [Salem, Oregon]. As a person of faith, I support Dreamers. I strongly 
oppose President’s Trump’s decision to end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program. DACA 
has provided nearly 800,000 immigrant youth the opportunity to work, raise a family, and pursue their 
dreams. Congress must do everything in their power to protect immigrant youth - I am calling to urge 
[Senator/Representative Name] to support a clean passage of the Dream Act of 2017.”  

Please call during November.  Here are your representatives: 
Senator Ron Wyden     202-224-5244 
Senator Jeff Merkley  202-224-3753 
Representative Kurt Schrader (5th District): 202-225-5711  
 

Rev. Rick Trained as Anti-IP22 Spokesperson 
Reverend Rick has been trained by Oregon’s Latino immigrant rights organization (CAUSA) to be a 
spokesperson in opposition to a potential ballot measure-IP 22- sponsored by activists affiliated with the 
conservative group Oregonians For Immigration Reform. If placed on the ballot and passed it would overturn 
Oregon's status as a sanctuary state. In response to this -IP 22- ballot proposal, the Social Justice in Action 
Team meets with IMIRJ (Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice) which consists of  Jewish, Christian, 
Buddhist and UU congregations coming together to unite and bring awareness and understanding to the issues 
of immigration.  

Come join the next IMIRJ meeting on November 27 at St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 790 Marion Street, from 6:30 
to 8:30, so you too can help with immigrant justice.  

Also, the Racial Justice Organizing Committee (RJOC) will hold a training on how to oppose IP 22 at 6:15 pm on 
November 8, at First Congregational (United Church of Christ), 700 Marion Street in Salem. 
 

Thanks For Our New Sign!! 
As many of you know, UUCS is a sanctuary congregation and we now proudly have our sanctuary banner on the 
corner of Cordon Rd. and Center Street. A special thank you to Ron Speck and Meera Kreitzer for making the 
banner. 
 

Join SJAT’s Monthly Meeting November 13 
The Social Justice in Action Team meets the second Monday of each month at 6 pm at UUCS. This month, we’ll 
meet on November 13. We usually meet in the Minister's office. Please join us. 

Social Justice News! 

mailto:gearjm@gmail.com
tel:(503)%20990-7060
http://www.oregonir.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=700+Marion+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
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Calendar 

Membership Team meeting 
Tuesday, November 7, 6:30 pm  

Titlakawan - The Flowering of the Self 
Tuesday, November 7, 7:00 pm  

The teachings of the Aztec Dance are tied to 
the Pre-Hispanic roots of ancient Mexico. It serves to 
connect the dancer to a universal view of the Anawak 
culture and the Nawatl philosophy: a worldview of 
nature. The Aztec dance depends on understanding 
nature and draws its sustenance from it. Hence, the 
dance does not depend on the Western pedagogical 
approach but depends on the physical activity, with 
heavy symbolism in each dance and its specific steps. 
Aztec dance awakens and develops various human 
faculties which are essential across society but which 
the current educational system fails to implement in a 
conscious and permanent manner. The group meets 
on Tuesdays from 7 pm to 9 pm. All are welcome to 
attend. 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 
Wednesday, November 8, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

A welcoming place for meditation practice. 
Session I is for experienced meditation practitioners.  
Session II provides attendees with basic instruction, 
and explanation. The last hour, 8 - 9pm, is for 
discussion, compassion, about how to use meditation 
as a spiritual practice. 

Long Term/Strategic Planning Team meeting 
Wednesday, November 8, 7:00 pm  

Board Meeting 
Thursday, November 9, 6:00 pm  

Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, November 9, 6:30 pm  

Refuge Recovery 
Friday, November 10, 7:00 pm  

UUCS' Addiction Recovery Ministry and 
Support program is glad to sponsor the Refuge 
Recovery group meeting every Friday from 7 to 8 pm 
at UUCS. The mission of this national non-profit 
organization is to build an extensive and 
comprehensive network of groups, meetings, and 
communities that practice and promulgate Buddhist 
teachings and meditations for anyone seeking 
recovery from addiction. Drawing inspiration from the 
core teachings of the Four Noble Truths, emphasis is 
placed on both knowledge and empathy as means for 
overcoming addiction and its causes. Those 
struggling with any form of addiction greatly benefit 
when they understand the suffering that addiction has 
created while developing compassion for the pain 
they have experienced. 

Zazenkai 
Saturday, November 11, 6:00 am – 5:00 pm 

All day silent Zen retreat. Zazen (sitting 
meditation), walking meditation, silent potluck lunch, 
dharma talk and chanting. $20-40 sliding donations to 
support the sangha.  

Hosting SIHN Families 
November 12 – 19, 2017 

Compassionate Connections 
Sunday, November 12, 10:30 am & 12:15 pm 

Life Lines Lay Ministers and sympathetic 
members of the congregation meet with those who 
want to share their life challenges with a small group 
and receive ‘hands on’ comforting. While the circle is 
not comprised solely of Life Lines Lay Ministers and 
therefore matters spoken of there should not be 
assumed to be held in confidence, many derive 
solace from sharing and connecting with a small 
group. 

Drop-in Covenant group 
Sunday, November 12, 12:45 pm  

If your schedule does not allow a commitment 
to an ongoing monthly covenant group or you are new 
to our congregation and missed the sign-up period, 
plan to join our Drop-in covenant group every second 
Sunday to discuss the Soul Matter's theme for the 
month. You are welcome to attend every second 
Sunday meeting or just come when you can! This is 
an opportunity to extend the sermon topic into a small 
group discussion following the Soul Matter's theme 
service that happens every second Sunday of each 
month through June.  

Social Justice in Action Team meeting 
Monday, November 13, 6:00 pm  

Salem Covenant of UU Pagans meeting 
Monday, November 13, 6:30 pm  

Monthly business meeting for the executive 
team of Salem Covenant of Unitarian Universalist 
Pagans, discussing items that are relevant to the 
spiritual and business needs of the group, planning for 
events, and addressing and supporting the greater 
pagan community at UUCS. The meeting is open to 
anyone to attend. 

Women's Alliance Meeting 
Tuesday, November 14, 7:00 pm  

Monthly program and meeting See article 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 
Wednesday, November 15, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

(See November 8) 
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Safer Congregation Committee meeting 
Thursday, November 16, 6:00 pm  

Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, November 16, 6:30 pm  

Journey to Belonging 
Thursday, November 16, 6:30 pm  

A 3-month covenant group to explore our 
spiritual journeys. 

Dances of Universal Peace 
Thursday, November 16, 7:00 pm 

Simple, easy-to-learn movements and songs 
honoring spiritual traditions from around the world. The 
dances bring together sacred phrases from the world's 
religious traditions in heart-awakening circle dances 
dedicated to peace within and without.  

Finance Team meeting 
Friday, November 17, 10:00 am  

YRUU Faith Exploration 
Friday, November 17,  7:15 pm  

Our YRUU (8th-12th grade) youth attend service 
at the Jewish Temple Beth Shalom, 1274 Cunningham 

LN S, Salem, on Friday, November 17 at 7:15 pm. Plan to 
drop them off there and pick them up. Parents are 
welcome to attend. Remember to RSVP so we can 
watch for your youth. 

Refuge Recovery 
Friday, November 17, 7:00 pm  

(See November 10) 

Holiday Pie Baking Day 
Saturday, November 18, 8:00 am – 8:00 pm 

See article 

Holiday Pie Sales 
Sunday, November 19, 9:3 0am – 2:00 pm 

Kairos Community Lunch 
Sunday, November 19, 12:30 pm  

Join fellow UUCS volunteers to serve a special 
Thanksgiving meal as part of our ongoing service at 
Kairos Community Lunch. We will prepare and serve a 
meal to those who need one at St. Mark Lutheran 
Church at Marion & Winter St. 

RE Team Meeting 
Sunday, November 19, 1:00 pm  

Worship Team meeting 
Monday, November 20, 6:00 pm  

Transgender Day of Remembrance Observance 
Monday, November 20, 6:30 pm 

This is a quiet evening of remembrance for all 
the trans-gender people who have died due to anti-
transgender violence. 

Titlakawan - The Flowering of the Self 
Tuesday, November 21, 7:00 pm  

(See November 7) 
 
 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 
Wednesday, November 22, 5:30 pm & 7:00pm 

(See November 8) 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
Thursday, November 23, 5:00 pm  

See article 

Directory Portraits 
Friday, November 24 – Tuesday, November 28 

See article 

Refuge Recovery 
Friday, November 24, 7:00 pm  

(See November 10)  

Communications Team Meeting 
Monday, November 27, 4:00 pm  

Join the communications team for discussion of 
progress on our UUCS newsletter, website, Facebook, 
publicity and video projects. Newcomers or visitors 
welcome. 

Titlakawan - The Flowering of the Self 
Tuesday, November 28, 7:00 pm  

(See November 7)  

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 
Wednesday, November 29, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

(See November 8) 

Covenant Group Facilitator meeting 
Thursday, November 30, 6:00 pm  

Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, November 30, 6:30 pm  

Newsletter Deadline: 8pm 
Friday, December 1, 2017 

Dances of Universal Peace 
Friday, December 1, 7:00 pm  

(See November 16) 

First Friday Art Night 
Friday, December 1, 7:00 pm  

Refuge Recovery 
Friday, December 1, 7:00 pm  

(See November 10)  

Life Lines Lay Ministry meeting 
Saturday, December 2, 9:30 am  

Annual Christmas Bazaar 
Sunday, December 3, 2017 

Master Gardener Orientation 
Monday, December 4, 1:00 pm & 6:00 pm 

Orientation for students of the upcoming Master 
Gardener Class beginning in January. 

Microfinance Committee meeting 
Tuesday, December 5, 6:00 pm  

Membership Team meeting 
Tuesday, December 5, 6:30 pm  

Titlakawan - The Flowering of the Self 
Tuesday, December 5, 7:00 pm  

(See November 7)  

https://maps.google.com/?q=1274+Cunningham+LN+S,+Salem&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1274+Cunningham+LN+S,+Salem&entry=gmail&source=g
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Worship Services and Religious Exploration 

Sunday, November 12  Monica Jacobson 

"In Process" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett; Anchor: David Jeffers 
First Service Music: Ted Cory; Second Service Music: UUCS Choir 

Process theology is an approach to interpreting existence that brings together physics and philosophy. What does 
this have to offer us as a way of understanding our lives? And what does process theology have to do with 
abundance? 

RE Information: All ages will be together to worship and hear about our Soul Matters theme, “Abundance”. 
Parents, please feel comfortable to let your children go back and forth from the tables that are set up with coloring 
pages about our theme.  

Sunday, November 19  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Confessions of a S.P.A.C.E. Cadet" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens; Anchor: Sara Pickett 
First Service Music: UUCS Choir; Second Service Music: Ted Cory 

The number of people we don't know will always be vastly greater than the ones we do know.   Which is to say - 
most folks are strangers to us.  How shall we relate to them? 

RE Information: Rabbi Eli (Thank You) will be meeting with our YRUU class after their attendance at the Temple 
Beth Shalom on Friday, November 17. 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email 
your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you 
are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 

Sunday, November 27  Aimee Larsen-Amend 

Celebrant: Steve Rosen; Anchor: Benjahmin Boschee 
Music Both Services: Ryan Amend and Sara Greenleaf 

 

No RE classes. 

Sunday, December 3  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
"Good News?" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett; Anchor: David Jeffers 
Second Service Music: UUCS Choir 

 
If you were asked to share "your" gospel (aka "good news") what would you say? 

RE Information: Today, we start the "Mitten Drive" (Scarves and hats are also welcome), filling a tree in the foyer 
with warm items to be donated to people in need.  We learn how to knit together by starting a scarf project for the 
“mitten” (warm items) tree!  Introduce Chalica today!  Classes will be talking about hope and giving and how they 
work together. 

November Share the Plate Recipient:  Salem Rainbow Youth 

Service Times:  9:30 am and 11:15 am 

mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://uusalem.org/2017/09/24/share-plate-recipient-november-2017-salem-rainbow-youth/
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Apple press on October 29 

Pictures From Recent Fellowship Events 

 

 

Left: Joel Martin, preparing auction dinner 

Right: JP and Sara during live auction of the 

treadmill.  

Diners enjoying 

a good meal. 
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 Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Intern Minister:   
     Monica Jacobson 

monica@uusalem.org 
Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 

Christi J. Olsen, christi@uusalem.org 
RE Sunday Assistants: Marnie Jeffers, 

Elsa McKinney-Menchaca  
Music Director: Aimee Larsen-Amend 

Pianist: Sara Greenleaf Seitz  
music@uusalem.org 

Board Chair: Lynn Cardiff 

lynncardiff2625@gmail.com  
Office Administrator: Samantha Scales 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
Fax: 503-364-3280 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited and formatted by Sharon 

Pierson, edited and proofed by Elsa Struble and Vicki 
Cunningham. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter Submissions for The Chalice and 

the Flame must be received by the Friday before 
publication. The deadline for the December 5  
newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, December 1.  Please 
send your submissions, including personal news 
items, directly to editors@uusalem.org. 

Announcements for “This Week At UUCS” must 
submitted to editors@uusalem.org by noon Tuesday.  

EVENT SCHEDULING: please use the Event 
Scheduling Request form on the UUCS website to add 
your event to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a 
UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY: please use the Event Publicity 
Request form on the UUCS website! This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the Sunday 
announcements, the UUCS newsletter, the UUCS 
website and or Facebook. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:christi@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:lynncardiff2625@gmail.com
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUSalem
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Publicity-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Publicity-Request/?controller=ContentPage

