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June 2019 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Aztec Danza to Move to Outside Location Beginning June 4 

Beginning Tuesday, June 4, Aztec Danza will move to outside practices until mid-September. Anyone looking for 
them can find them down by Riverfront Park every Tuesday until the rainy season comes. 

Invitation to Join UUCS Summer Choir Beginning June 6 
Join us for an informal summer choir from 6:30 to 8:00 pm on Thursdays in the UUCS sanctuary, starting June 6 
and running through September 5, except for July 4. All skill levels are welcome, though some basic familiarity 
with reading music is helpful. Repertoire will be primarily a cappella. For further information contact Laura 
Christian at  (973) 303-5896 or laura.christian@us.ibm.com. 

Salem CUUPs Annual Meeting June 8 
Thank you everyone who helped support the Besom making workshop. UUCS congregation members generously 
donated supplies; so everyone was able to make a ritual broom. Together with the Wild Witches of the Willamette 
and Eclectic Witches of Oregon it was an amazing event. Our next meeting will be the CUUPs Annual meeting, 
join us to discuss future events and ideas about the CUUPs herb garden. We will have a workshop from noon to 
2 pm followed by a potluck and official annual meeting starting at 3 pm. If you have any questions email 
kraigpdx@gmail.com. 

Office will be closed June 11 – 14 
Jo will be on vacation the week of June 11 -14. Since this will affect what services our volunteer staff will be able 
to perform, we have made the decision to close the office that week. We will not be having volunteers covering 
the office that week. The front door will be locked during business hours so make sure you have the new codes if 
you are planning on being in the building for any reason. The preschool will not be able to answer your questions 
or help open rooms for meetings. 

Musical Fellowship Event to Benefit ARCHES, June 29 

All are cordially invited to a time of fellowship, music, refreshment and giving on Saturday June 29, from 4:00-
5:30 pm at UUCS. Barbara Stebbins-Boaz will present songs of love, life, and humor in generous collaboration 
with Laura Christian, Laurelin Whitfield, Jon Walton, Guy Hallman, Debbie Huddleston and Cynthia McGladrey. 
Offerings will go to The ARCHES Project, which provides support services to homeless individuals and families.  

Board Chair-Elect 

Benjahmin Boschee 

On May 19, UUCS held the annual congregational meeting 

where we adopted a budget and elected candidates. 

View Results of the 

2019 Congregational Meeting 

mailto:laura.christian@us.ibm.com
mailto:kraigpdx@gmail.com
https://uusalem.org/about-us/our-governance/pledge-budget-process/congregational-meeting-2019/
https://uusalem.org/about-us/our-governance/pledge-budget-process/congregational-meeting-2019/
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Welcome to June! 

June is a month full of celebrations of beginnings and endings that bring change. There are 
kindergarten and eighth grade promotions, fifth grade and high school graduations, end of school year 
transitions to a summer of often less structured time, weddings and the celebrations that go along with 
them, traveling, moving, and a lot more. 

While we all transition into the month of June and into the months of summer, even if you have not 
been wrapped up yet in any of these June listed beginnings and endings, you may recognize that those 
around you may have been and give yourself and others grace and kindness as we adjust to the 
changes of our upcoming summer season. 

To add to the list of things beginning and ending, June 2 marked the last day of our Religious 
Exploration (RE) programming for this year with the all ages annual Flower Communion service. 

A beginning…we will be beginning a summer RE session on June 16; though due to staffing changes 
and my schedule of taking vacation during the summer months, we will be running a shortened 
summer program for nursery and preschool-fifth grade. So, this year SUMMER SESSION is 6 weeks, 
from June 16 to July 21. 

Please note that, on days that we do not have individual classes or nursery for our RE program, the 
Cozy Corner in the fellowship hall is always available for parents that wish to have a space for the 
children to be more active during the service. There, you still can hear and see the service through the 
monitor. Take advantage of this space. But, in any event, also know that all ages are also welcome in 
the sanctuary during the service. 

An ending…Marnie Jeffers had her last day on June 2 as the RE Assistant. Marnie has been a great 
asset to our RE program! Thankfully, she has agreed to help with assisting with our summer session; 
however, Elsa McKinney will be off this summer. We have all been a great team together and both 
Marnie and Elizabeth will be greatly missed. With the expansion of the preschool into every room in the 
RE wing and the board approved plan of having the school stay set-up through the week and on 
Sundays that began in January of this year, we have all been trying to adjust and adapt our 
programming. Just like other beginnings and endings, this newest change marks another ending to the 
way things have been. Life works like this and is ever changing. I personally have the belief that 
unexpected change from either good or bad events happens for a reason and sends us in new 
unexpected directions on our life journey. Without a variety of different events in my life, I would not 
have gotten the opportunity to direct at UUCS, which I had wished for, so many years ago. So along 
with my work at UUCS, I will continue to work in the schools—as I have been the last two years—so 
that I have insurance and hopefully will be able to move into a teaching job when the time is right. This 
summer I will continue working at UUCS and will help transition new staff into the job-share assistant 
role and get the fall program year planned and started. 

~ Christi J. Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 

Lifespan Religious Exploration 
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A beginning…are you looking for an opportunity to work for four hours on Sundays for UUCS? I would 
love to talk to you about the possibilities of your being a part of a job-share Religious Exploration 
Assistant position. If this is not something for you, please feel free to share information about this 
position opening with your friends. 

This is a great opportunity for our RE Team to have a new beginning! We will be hiring new staff 
members and working on fall plans. This also is a great time to help the team!  We need you! 

Life is full of countless endings and beginnings - embrace them and see where they take you! 

 

In faith and until next time…Christi 
Christi J Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 

News of the Community 

Oneness Coalition Meeting June 9 
The Oneness Coalition invites you to an interfaith worship service inspired by the many efforts in the 
Salem area to end homelessness.  The service will be this Sunday, June 9 at 6:30 p.m. at First 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 700 Marion Street in Salem. For questions contact Paul A. 
Wilson by email at sunspot461@outlook.com or by phone at (503) 999-3090. Additional information is 
available on Facebook at the The-Oneness-Coalition. 

Author Event at Book Bin, Salem, June 14 
Lennie Martin will give a talk and slide presentation "Researching the Stones" at The Book Bin, Salem 
on June 14 at 7:00 pm. The event highlights release of the final book in her series about Mayan queens. 
In the presentation she shares the process of doing research on ancient Maya culture, with pictures 
from over 20 years of field trips to Maya ruins. These underlie her historical fiction set in the Classic 
Maya Period. Learn how she used facts and imagination to create compelling stories about actual 
Mayan queens and their world. 

VaLUUES Group Meeting at the IKE Box June 15 
The very first meeting of the “Vision and Leadership Unitarian Universalist 
Explorer Society” will be held in the Bay Room of the IKE Box on June 15 at 9:30 
am. This is a book club and support group for individuals who volunteer on teams 
or for anyone thinking of taking on more of a leadership role in the congregation 
or in the community. We will be exploring what it means to volunteer as a 
spiritual practice and how leadership can be a journey of self-discovery that 
honors our unique gifts. 

At our first meeting we will talk about what we would like from the group, what book we would like to 
start with and establish a regular meeting time. For any questions email kraigpdx@gmail.com. 

In Memoriam 
Recently, UUCS lost three long-standing and former members of the congregation: 

Margaret Boyle -  A celebration of life at UUCS is planned for June 9 at 2:30 pm. 

Cathie Olcott passed away the morning of May 22, details for a celebration of life are 
forthcoming at this time. 

Wilson Wyant wrote recently, expressing his regret at the passing of Margaret and Cathie, adding that 
his wife of 54 years, Barbara, had also passed away, on May 20: “Our piano is now silent.” 

mailto:sunspot461@outlook.com
mailto:kraigpdx@gmail.com
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Help Needed and Appreciated! 

On May 12, the Social Justice in Action Team (SJAT) voted unanimously to change its name to the 
Social Justice Team (SJT). We also voted on the Share the Plate recipients for the fiscal year 2019 - 
2020. Members have continued to spend time this month communicating with legislators to support bills 
in alignment with our UU principles and values. 

Nine people attended the May13 PFLAG meeting. 

UUCS donated 81 pounds of food and supplies to Marion-Polk Food Share in March. UUCS donated 
165 lbs. of food and supplies to Marion-Polk Food Share in April. Thank you! It is the small acts of 
kindness that may often make a large difference in people’s lives. Cindy and Bob Francis and Gregg 
and Margrethe Gregg work with ARCHES to give our unsheltered friends morning coffee, so they may 
start a difficult day knowing someone cares. If you would like to become involved in this justice work, 
please visit the Social Justice Table for more information. Our time and presence are valuable gifts to 
share. Thank you to everyone who works for a kinder, more just world. 

From the Share the Plate for March, our Partner Church received $663.68 and from the Share the Plate 
for April, Homeless Outreach and Advocacy Project (HOAP) received $512.52. Thank you! 

In recognition that all in our congregation are called to work for justice, the SJT has invited members to 
carry the Social Justice lantern during a Sunday service. Please visit us at our table in the Fellowship 
Hall on Sundays if you wish to sign up.  

~Submitted by Patrice Pollard 

Social Justice News 

Landscape Work Party June 8 
On Saturday June 8 from 9 am to noon, come make new friends and help the landscape team beautify 
the grounds at UUCS. We are looking for help with all sorts of tasks, so all are welcome. Tools will be 
provided, but bring gloves and your favorite gardening tool, if you can. Stay for all or part of the time; all 
help is appreciated. Refreshments will be provided. 

Summer Coffee Service Helpers Needed 
Thank you to all who signed up for Coffee Service last Sunday. The following 
Sundays still need volunteers. June 9 needs one volunteer. June 30, and July 14 
and 21, August 4,11,18, and 25 need at least 2 volunteers. The hour we spend 
together in the Fellowship Hall after our Sunday service offers us a chance to 
meet new friends and connect and share our ideas and our lives. Please 
consider working together with a friend(s) to serve UUCS on these Sundays. 
Your time and service are needed and greatly appreciated. Please contact 
Michael Pollard at mpollard608@aol.com for any questions you may have. 

All Are Welcome to Carry the Lantern for Justice! 
In January 2019, the Worship Team initiated the lantern carrying ritual to emphasize 
the role of Social Justice in our congregation. We are all called to "serve the needs 
and nurture the hopes of the world." We all serve justice in the way we live our lives. 
Making phone calls to our legislators, volunteering our time and efforts to 
organizations that serve those in need, and our many daily acts of kindness all 
contribute to our shared vision of a more just and kind world. 

If you would like to carry the lantern and help emphasize the justice work of our 
congregation, please visit the Social Justice table in the Fellowship Hall and talk to 
Cecilia Craig or Patrice Pollard. You may sign up for any Sunday that will work for 
you. Contact: mpollard608@aol.com.  

mailto:mpollard608@aol.com
mailto:mpollard608@aol.com
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Calendar 

Membership Team Meeting 

Tuesday, June 4, 6:00 pm  

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Every Wednesday, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

A welcoming place for meditation practice. 
Session I is for experienced meditation practitioners.  
Session II provides attendees with basic instruction, 
and explanation. The last hour, 8:00 – 9:00 pm, is for 
discussion, compassion, about how to use meditation 
as a spiritual practice. 

Journey to Belonging 

Thursday, June 6, 6:30 pm 

A 3-month covenant group to explore our 
spiritual journeys. 

Summer Choir Rehearsal 

Every Thursday, 6:30 pm  

See article. 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Friday, June 7, 7:00 pm  

Simple, easy-to-learn movements and songs 
honoring spiritual traditions from around the world. The 
dances bring together sacred phrases from the world's 
religious traditions in heart-awakening circle dances 
dedicated to peace within and without.  

Refuge Recovery 

Every Friday, 7:00 pm  

UUCS' Addiction Recovery Ministry and 
Support program is glad to sponsor the Refuge 
Recovery group meeting every Friday from 7 to 8 pm 
at UUCS. The mission of this national non-profit 
organization is to build an extensive and 
comprehensive network of groups, meetings, and 
communities that practice and promulgate Buddhist 
teachings and meditations for anyone seeking recovery 
from addiction. Drawing inspiration from the core 
teachings of the Four Noble Truths, emphasis is placed 
on both knowledge and empathy as means for 
overcoming addiction and its causes. Those struggling 
with any form of addiction greatly benefit when they 
understand the suffering that addiction has created 
while developing compassion for the pain they have 
experienced.  

Landscape Work Party 

Saturday, June 8, 9:00 am  

See article. 

SCUUPS Annual Meeting & Visioning Workshop 

Saturday, June 8, 12:00 pm  

No RE Classes  

Sunday, June 9  

Compassionate Connection 

Sunday, June 9, 11:30 am  

Please join us, following service, for 
Compassionate Connection, a time when we lay our 
hands upon those in distress and our minister offers a 
prayerful reflection. We also invite other members to 
join us and offer compassionate support.  

Social Justice Team Meeting 

Sunday, June 9, 12:30 pm  

The monthly SJT meeting.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 

Memorial for Margaret Boyle 

Sunday, June 9, 2:30 pm  

PFLAG Meeting 

Monday, June 10, 7:00 pm  

PFLAG is the extended family of the LGBTQ 
community. We're made up of LGBTQ individuals, 
family members and allies. Because together, we're 
stronger.  

Office Closed 

June 11 through June 14 

Habitat and Hope Meeting 

Thursday, June 13, 2 pm  

Homeless Coalition partnership with other 
Interfaith groups 

Board Meeting 

Thursday, June 13, 5:30 pm  

Habitat and Hope Meeting 

Friday, June 14, 9:00 am  

ArtWorks Team Meeting 

Friday, June 14, 10:00 am  

Monthly business meeting of the ArtWorks 
Team. Open to all interested UUCS members. 

Kaleidoscope Potluck 

Friday, June 14, 6:00 pm  

RE Team Meeting 

Sunday, June 16, 12:15 pm  

Men's Group Meeting 

Sunday, June 16, 12:30 pm  

UU men will be meeting to connect with each 
other, continuing the spirit of the two retreats. All UUs 
identifying as men are welcome! Men attending will 
check in and there will be discussion. All that is 
discussed will be kept confidential unless the safety of 
a participant or someone else is at risk. 

Worship Team Meeting 

Monday, June 17, 5:30 pm  

Monthly Meeting of the Worship Team to plan & 
discuss Sunday Services 
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Committee on Ministry Meeting 

Tuesday, June 18, 10:30 am  

Safer Congregation Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, June 18, 5:00 pm  

Dances of Universal Peace 

Thursday, June 20, 7:00 pm 

(See June 7) 

Finance Team Meeting 

Friday, June 21, 10:30 am  

Facilities Team Meeting 

Tuesday, June 25, 6:00 pm 

Executive Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, June 26, 4:00 pm  

Habitat and Hope Meeting 

Thursday, June 27, 12:30 pm  

ArtWorks Art Making 

Friday, June 28, 10:00 am  

 

On May 5, the Aztec Dancers performed during 

the Sunday service. 
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Worship Services and Religious Exploration 

Sunday, June 23  The Rev. Marcia Stanard  

"Learning Compassion" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens; Anchor: Laura Christian 
Music: Guy Hallman 

The sermon centers on a story from Rev. Kate Braestrup about learning compassion for her own 
husband. It discusses ways of practicing compassion, through Karen Armstrong and Buddhist 
practices. 

Sunday, June 9  The Rev. Mark Gallagher  

“Mind, Brain, & Spirit” 

Celebrant: Laura Christian; Anchor: Geoff Hutchinson 
Music: Guy Hallman 

Science & Theology Series [Part 5 of 6]: We know that we are experiencing, and we know the brain 
has something to do with it. But what is the relationship between the physical brain and the intangible 
realm of experience? Is there any experience apart from a living brain? How can we know if there is or 
isn’t? 

RE Information: All ages stay in the service. See Christi ’s article. 

June Share the Plate Recipient:  ?? 

Service Time:  10:30 am 

Sunday, June 16  The Rev. Mark Gallagher  

"Spirituality in a Scientific Age" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett; Anchor: Laura Christian 
Music: Ryan Amend 

Science & Theology Series [Part 6 - Final]: How may we live with depth and integrity in light of what the 
careful observation of nature reveals about the Universe and humanity? Do these revelations undercut 
spiritual experience, or deepen it? Do they weaken our moral sense, or strengthen it? 

RE Information: RE summer session begins. See Christi ’s article. 

Sunday, June 23  The Rev. Kathryn Bert  

Celebrant: Gloria Holland; Anchor: Sara Pickett 
Music: Zak Zundel 

Rev. Bert is visiting UUCS from the UU Church of Vancouver. Watch for information in the UUCS email 
“This Week.” 

Sunday, July 7  Sara Pickett  

"Consuming Happiness" 

Celebrant: Lennie Martin; Anchor: David Gortner 
Music: Laura Christian 

The pursuit of happiness, is it ever done, and can happiness be maintained?  In today's culture of more 
is better how can an elusive thing like happiness survive? 
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 Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Sabbatical Minister: The Rev. Mark Gallagher 
revmarkgallagher@gmail.com  

 
Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 

Christi J. Olsen, christi@uusalem.org 
RE Sunday Assistants: Elsa McKinney-Menchaca  
 
Music Director: Aimee Larsen-Amend 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Sara Greenleaf 

 
Board Chair: Benjahmin Boschee 

benjahminboschee@yahoo.com 

Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 
Social Justice FB: facebook.com/UUCSSJAT 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir, edited and 

formatted by Sharon Pierson, and edited by Elsa 
Struble and Vicki Cunningham. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: please use the Event 
Scheduling Request form on the UUCS website to add 
your event to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a 
UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the Sunday 
announcements, the UUCS newsletter, the UUCS 
website, the This Week email and or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, June 28.   
Sunday Announcements and This Week 

submissions are due by noon, Tuesday.   
 

Use the Publication Request form for all submissions. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 
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