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August 2019 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Say Farewell to Music Director Aimee Larson-Amend on August 11 
Aimee Larsen-Amend, our music director for the past five years, has resigned from that position to oversee the 
large music program at First United Methodist Church. Her last Sunday at UUCS will be August 11, when she's 
leading the hymns. There will be a celebration during social hour following the service, when we can all wish 
Aimee well. 

October Men's Retreat Sign Ups End on August 26 
Our Men's Retreat (October 4-6 in Sunriver) will once again be held at Rich Ford's house in Sunriver. The house 
sleeps 8-10. If more want to attend, we will rent a second house. We must commit to the second house by August 
26. The cost of the retreat will depend on whether the second house is needed or not. 
The retreats have been a great opportunity to get to know each other, relax, play, and of course solve all 
personal, local, national, and international issues! Sign up online! In brotherhood, Steve Rosen 

Refuge Recovery changing to Recovery Dharma 
Our addiction ministry, which meets at UUCS on Friday evenings, has previously been affiliated with Refuge 
Recovery, a Buddhist path to recovery created and led by a Buddhist teacher and clinical social worker, Noah 
Levine. This international movement has been in turmoil since several members raised credible allegations of 
misconduct against the founder. 
As of this week, our Friday UUCS meeting and the three other Refuge Recovery meetings in Salem have voted to 
align with Recovery Dharma, which is a nonprofit peer-led recovery movement founded by former Refuge 
Recovery board members and many in the community. 

What won't change: We will continue to hold Buddhist-oriented addiction recovery meetings in the UUCS 
sanctuary on Friday evenings at 7. We will continue to be a stable and welcoming community resource for people 
with all forms of addictions and in all stages of recovery. 

What will change: We will now study from an entirely different text, which is peer-written by members of Recovery 
Dharma and will be offered open-source. 

The new meeting format and guided meditations are more intentionally inclusive of people with process 
addictions (food, sex, gambling, other behaviors) so they will feel as heard and seen as their fellow members with 
substance addictions. 

The new meeting format and guided meditations are trauma-informed, recognizing that most people with 
addictions also have a history of trauma.  

~Submitted by Michelle Blake 
 

Celebrate Rev. Rick’s Return to the Pulpit on September 8 
There will be a celebratory potluck after the service on September 8, in honor 
of Rev. Rick returning from his sabbatical. 

Bring a food item to share from one of the following categories: main entrees, 
salads, chips and dips, crackers and cheese, fruit, and desserts. Please label 
all food items so people can choose wisely according to their dietary needs 
and preferences (especially, indicate contains nuts, gluten free, vegan, 
vegetarian, contains milk or eggs, etc.). 

If you are able to help with setup, serving or cleanup, it will be most 
appreciated. Sign up to help! 

Join us in the spirit of welcoming celebration!! 

 

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/mensretreat8
https://sites.google.com/view/refugerecoverylive/home
https://signup.com/go/UYeZFYX
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Recently, I was looking at a picture of earth that was taken 
near the moon a half century ago  (It was reproduced in the 
New York Times on the occasion of the 50

th
Anniversary of the 

Moon Landing).  Such a beautiful blue and white orb floating 
in the heavens, seen as never seen before by human eyes—
from a vast distance from earth—almost a quarter of a million 
miles.  

How that image of earth stirs our hearts with love for this our 
common home. If you can, as an uplifting spiritual moment, 
search for an image of earth as seen from space on your own 
computer. Gaze at this for a moment, if that is something you 
can do. It’s good to get a heaven’s eye view of things from 
time to time. . 

In a sense (much, much less dramatically than the Moon Landing) my sabbatical has been a voyage 
away from congregational life into new territory—a wonderful opportunity for me to restore my body and 
soul, but also, and more surprisingly, to experience and discover deeper perspectives. Now, near the end 
of my sojourn in the sabbatical heavens I can see from a distance what an amazing and wonderful 
congregation you are– collectively our congregation appears in my mind’s eye as a heavenly body. 

Now I look forward to re-entry and re-engagement.   This has been my first extended sabbatical since my 
son, Zachary, was born twenty-eight years ago, and this has given me an opportunity to look back on our 
shared ministry and recognize what it’s really all about. In a nutshell, if you can’t wait for oncoming 
sermons, I will note that “Agape Love” (universal in its scope) or “"Boundless Compassion” (if you lean 
Buddhist) lies at the very heart of our lives. Expect to hear more about that in more than one 
sermon. Actually, it’s in all of them. 

We have many opportunities to bless one another and the surrounding community with this love, this 
boundless compassion – there are so many ways we do this together and so many more we will yet 
discover.  We live in an age of increasing loneliness and isolation and systemic injustice – there are so 
many who are left out of the circles of love.  It breaks my heart and deepens my resolve to serve the spirit 
of love and compassion, however I can. This is one of the important reasons that congregations such as 
ours exist in the community – we offer support to one another and to the surrounding community. 

As Climate Activist Bill McKibbon notes: “questions about being human come down to questions about 
human solidarity.  Another name for solidarity is love.” These are divisive, polarizing times, yet we are 
called to have a more holistic, heaven’s eye view wherein we can discern the underlying unity that binds 
us together. 

It will be so wonderful to see you and be with you as we share our ministry to one another and the world.  

Love,  

Rick 

Courtesy of the New York Times 
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August has arrived and life continues to roll full of busyness for the many that I have visited with this summer!  I personally 

have been reminded of the mindful lessons I share with the children and have used my breathing tool!  We spend time talking 
about mindful breathing and the spaces and times we may wish to use this tool.  For all of us, adults included, when we are 
living in a world where the news and FB can leave you feeling a bit rattled before the day even starts and the busyness of 
family life leaves little time for breaks, having a “carry along tool” to use when a moment allows or is created, is a wonderful 
thing!  Don’t forget your ability to breath in and exhale a little longer than your inhalation and give yourself a mind break…so 
important for our health. 

We had a fun six weeks of cooking and learning from other cultures! This is the first summer we have not had our 
programming every Sunday throughout the summer; however, it was important to have this leave to cover vacations this year 

due to staffing changes. 

I write this newsletter waiting for my car to be fixed at Les Schwab. As I 
paused for my mindful breath, I looked out upon a beautiful distant view of the 
mountains. I was then struck by a very prominent United States Flag with the 
sun shining through, making it glow.  I had a wave of mixed emotions. 

We are in such an important time to teach empathy and compassion towards 
our earth and all its inhabitants and how to stand up for these important 
lessons.  In our Unitarian Universalist programming, it is so important to lift up 
ways to stand up for the things individually and collectively. If helping instill 
these important life lessons and sharing your gifts with children and youth, our 
future leaders of our world, is something you can do, please consider joining 
the Religious Exploration (RE) Team which can help guide these lessons for 
our programming. 

We also are seriously in need of people to volunteer one Sunday a month in 
all ages of classrooms.  We offer a high school program, 5th-8th grade class, pre-k-5th and nursery care infant-3.  We ask 
volunteers to choose the same Sunday each month, though schedule changes can be accommodated through trades with 
other volunteers.  Check with me for more details. 

Thank you for considering volunteering in the program.  I'm hoping to hear from many of you soon about joining the RE Team, 
volunteering, or working on Sundays! 

We also have two paid opportunities to help on Sundays!  We have a job share position with two open positions for three 
hours each Sunday with an extra hour each week that is saved for meetings and providing childcare.  You must be at UUCS 
from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm on your scheduled Sundays. Once a month, we have a staff meeting and we will stay until 2 or 
2:30.  The paid hours allow for setting up and taking down our program space.  If you are interested in exploring this 
opportunity further, set up a time to speak with me. 

It has come to my attention that the care for the roosters will transfer to the Kaleidoscope Preschool Program. Since 
Samantha is no longer at the church on a daily basis to feed them and RE is not there, they will be a part of the preschool 
program now.  RE will still enjoy giving them treats on Sundays. 

Another change, as many of you know, is our amazing Music Director is leaving. I want to acknowledge what a loss this is for 
UUCS and thank her for the support she has given to RE. We will also greatly miss her family in our program.  Best of luck to 
all of you as you make this change. 

I hope your summer is full of fun things that provide lasting memories for your families! 

In faith and until next time, 

Christi 

Christi J Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration  

~ Christi J. Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 

Lifespan Religious Exploration 
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Happenings and Highlights 

Sparkle and Clean Sunday is September 1 
It is that time of year again. The 6th annual Sparkle and Clean Sunday will occur on September 1, beginning with 
a brief service. It is a time for community and action, joining to clean our glorious building from top to bottom; 
"work clothes" will be in style. We will be cleaning out closets, dusting cracks and crevices, vacuuming corners, 
doing all the things our janitor doesn't have time to do on a regular basis. 

If possible, bring a vacuum cleaner with a crevice attachment, rubber gloves, and rags. Make sure everything you 
bring is tagged with your name. There will be team captains in the Sanctuary, Kitchen, and Fellowship Hall to 
guide the cleaning activities. There may be opportunities to work outside on the grounds. 

We will have lists of jobs that need to be done. There should be something for everyone. As we are a green 
sanctuary church, any cleaners used will be natural and non-toxic. We hope to see everyone on September 1. 

 ~Submitted by the Facilities Team 

Team Council Meets September 8 
The Team Council will have its regularly scheduled quarterly meeting on September 8 from 12:30 - 2:30. All 
leaders of teams and affiliated ministries are expected to attend. We will introduce new Team Leaders, review the 
Team Council Purpose Statement and hear what teams have planned for the next quarter. Questions? Contact 
Christine Ertl, Team Council Chair. 

Singing Bowls Guided Meditation Offered on September 23 
On September 23, beginning at 7 pm, join Debra Schaffer at UUCS for an hour of guided meditation and singing 
bowls. We will use the bowls and guided meditation to release stress, restore ourselves, and elevate our energy 
and vision. Donation $15. 

Resistance, Resilience, and Radical Gratitude Workshop Offered on October 6 
In this time of political and cultural strife, we are challenged to re-imagine our personal and collective capacities for 
hope, resilience, and work for justice. In recent years, the mass uncovering of layers of oppression‒racism, 
xenophobia, climate chaos, corporatism, patriarchy‒has left some folks shell-shocked and despairing, but also 
galvanized to become a part of the resistance to that oppression. 

The workshop will explore our emotional responses, our personal and collective wisdom, our 
fortitude and intentions for the work ahead, and our capacity for gratitude and other spiritual 
practices to ground ourselves for the journey. Group sharing, ritual, movement, and music will be 
the portals for this experience, building community and personal strength for the road ahead. 
Barbara Ford offers this work on a gift economy basis. Participants offer a donation after 
considering the following three questions: What is fair? What can I afford? What can I offer with 
joy? 

The gift economy allows access for all, no matter financial circumstance, and grows community. 
Gift offerings for Barbara will be collected at the door. 

Capacity is limited: Register online. 

Soul Matters Themed Connections Groups Resume in October 
Soul Matters themed Connections Groups are starting up again in October, but it isn’t too early to think about 
signing up this year! 
In case you aren’t aware of Connections, they are small groups of people, up to 10 or so who meet monthly for 90 
minutes to connect to each other, develop spiritually through discussion of the Soul Matters monthly theme, and 
generally have a good time! You can choose one group that fits your schedule from 7 different groups that meet 
on different days and times. Examples of our monthly themes are Belonging, Attention, and Awe. Sign up online 
now or wait until September when you will be able to sign up in the Fellowship Hall after Sunday services.  

You will learn which group you are in the week of September 22. If you have questions, feel free to email Sara 
Pickett or Lisa Leirmo. 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email 
your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you 
are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/d183f95613580
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/d183f95613580
https://barbaraford.net/
https://350salemor.org/resistance-resilience-and-radical-gratitude/
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/6be6ab5535
mailto:sarapickett7@gmail.com
mailto:sarapickett7@gmail.com
mailto:monalisal@comcast.net
mailto:office@uusalem.org
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Help Needed and Appreciated! 

Hosts Needed for the Upcoming Year 
The Membership Team is recruiting hosts to join our host teams for the upcoming year. Hosts are the smiling 
faces that greet you on Sunday mornings. If you are a friendly person who enjoys talking with others, this may be 
for you. This is a once a month commitment from September 15 through June 28. Other duties include, handing 
out programs, collecting and counting the offering, welcoming and having newcomers sign the visitor book and 
joining visitors at the welcome table during fellowship time. If you think this may be for you, you can simply fill out 
this online form or email Brenna Norval or Anna Tally. There will be a host training on September 15 following 
the service (12:00 pm). 

Volunteers Needed for RE Program – Choose Your Week 
RE is looking for volunteers to choose one Sunday each month to work with our children and youth as an 
assistant in the classroom. You may choose the same consistent Sunday each month (every 1st Sunday, every 
2nd Sunday, etc.) so that it is easier for you to plan around to keep this commitment. If you need to change your 
schedule, there is flexibility to trade with someone else! Thank you for considering volunteering in the program. 
Let Christi Olsen know if you are available! 

Now Hiring Part Time Congregational Administrator 
UUCS is now in the process of hiring a part time congregational administrator. The Congregational Administrator 
plays a vital role in promoting the values of our religious community by acting as a leader, a resource and the 
liaison for the congregation members, committees, the minister and the board of directors. The CA performs the 
following: manages the facility, administrative, personnel and financial systems at UUCS to enable the 
achievement of the organizational goals; provides support to the Ministers, Directors, Board, Lay Ministers, and 
committees as appropriate; ensures deadlines are met, longer-term development and planning needs are 
assessed and addressed, and responsibilities are clear. The Committee on Human Resources will be looking 
outside of our congregation to hire for this position, but all resumes are welcome. For more information contact 
Craig Rowland. 

UN Association of Salem Needs New Advisory Board Members 
The UN Association of Salem is aging rapidly and needs new young blood on its advisory board. The board, 
which planned the MandelaFest at UUCS in 2018, meets on alternate months. The Association’s focus is on 
human rights. For more info, call (503) 851-5114. ~Submitted by Lee Coyne 

Rev. Mary Gear Moved to Olympia Congregation 
UUs attending the July 21 service said goodbye to Mary Gear, who was our music director before she was 
ordained a UU minister here two years ago.  She has served the McMinnville congregation and been part of the 
ministerial team at Portland First UU and now is leaving the state to be minister of the Olympia UU Congregation. 

News About Simenfalva Visit 
We are excited that six UUCS members went to Transylvania and visited our partner congregation in Simenfalva 
from July 26 to 30. Some of the travelers went on to other destinations in Europe. We look forward to hearing 
about the group’s experiences at a service in September. 

During the month of August, we will again collect some needed items for our partner congregation. Rev. Sandor 
Szen did not list unusual needs this time, but he did say that supplementing supplies that we have sent at other 
times would be useful. Here is the suggested list: 
- Reading glasses, over 2.0 strength 
- Vitamins B, C, D, and Omega 3 
- Pens, pencils, erasers 
- Colored pencils and pens, Construction paper 
- Printer paper – Please, max of 4 packages. (They are heavy!) 
Bring your donations to the Social Justice Table in the Fellowship Hall after any service. Thanks so much for your 
helpfulness. Questions? Ask Jean Sherbeck.  

News of the Community 

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/SignUpToBeAHost62
mailto:brennanorval@gmail.com
mailto:annastally@gmail.com
mailto:chr@uusalem.org
mailto:jean@sherbeck.net
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Social Justice News 

Social Justice Action August Report 
Four Social Justice Action (SJT) team members, along with 8 other UUCS members, attended the Lights of 
Liberty rally and protest vigil on July 12, to raise awareness of the cruelty and abuse at the detention centers and 
the continuing separation of children from their parents. We chanted in solidarity, "close the camps, unite the 
families".  

On July 13, two team members and their extended family participated in the 2nd Annual Race to Save the 
Harvest (presented by Salem Harvest, our May Share the Plate recipient). Everyone did the 5K walk/run and 
had a good 'time'. 

Two team members attended the Salem-Keizer School Board meeting on July 16, to show support for the young 
students who spoke to the school board. The students told board members of their disappointment when the 
board, in September, 2018, refused to support a "no vote" on Ballot Measure 105, as well as their fears of family 
separation, the toxic stress and mental health issues they live with, the lack of reproductive health care in the 
schools, and the prevalence of the "school to prison pipeline". It did not appear that board members heard or 
listened to the message these brave young people were giving them. 

The June Share the Plate Recipient, HOME Youth and Resource Center received $505.59, and Latinos Unidos 
Siempre (LUS), the July Share the Plate Recipient, received $522.10. Thank you. 

The Oregon Unitarian Universalist Voices for Justice (OUUVfJ) is having the annual meeting on October 19, at 
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Eugene. More information to follow at a later date. 

We all know that children do not belong in cages. It is difficult to comprehend, horrifying to witness, and 
excruciating to hear their cries. And yet, we must not look away. Please take a few minutes to call your 
congressional representatives and ask them to do all in their power to help shut the camps down and reunite the 
families. 

Team members continue to stay informed and support justice issues in ways we are able during these 
challenging times. It is a source of comfort to belong to UUCS with its emphasis on respect, love and 
compassion for all. Thank you. 

~Submitted by Patrice Pollard 

Sign Petition to Hold ICE Accountable! 
On July 3, the Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice (IMIrJ) sent Oregon 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Walters a letter, urging her to take action to 
explicitly prohibit ICE arrests in and around our courthouses. The letter was 
signed by nearly 300 clergy from across Oregon. On July 8 Justice Walters 
requested more information from ICE, effectively further delaying her decision. 
Now, IMIrj is asking community members to follow up, and ensure Chief Justice 
Walters knows that keeping ICE out of our courthouses is urgent and a priority for 
Oregonians.  Sign the Petition online or visit the SJT table in the Fellowship Hall 
after Sunday services. 

Hope and Habitat Update 
The Hope and Habitat Village (HHV) group have been hard at work to advance their vision of a much-needed 
resource for homeless women in Salem: a five-person transitional village, which will provide a safe place to live 
while residents are moving forward to a more stable life. 

Research and planning have been ongoing since Bob Francis introduced the project in the December 
newsletter, and we have some wonderful news to share with UUCS members. First, the Marion County Planning 
Department has confirmed that the proposed Hope and Habitat Village site on the UUCS North Lot meets zoning 
codes and traffic concerns. The Building Codes Department has reviewed the construction plans for the 
dwelling, and a garage or storage facility can also be built. 

Next, sewer and water needs must be evaluated, and permits obtained, before the project could proceed. The 
HHV group continues to work on the important issue of bringing the Chariots Bus Service closer to the project’s 
location so Village residents can access transportation without crossing the busy intersection of Center Street 
and Cordon Road. Also, the HHV group has been working with Mid-Willamette Valley Community Action Agency 
and ARCHES (their housing and homeless division) on a Memorandum of Understanding about their working 
relationship. The tentative plan calls for CAA hiring a “Housing Stabilization Specialist” (a case manager for the 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=yBmzAGVeJrTUK4AYz0CrAAgJqUw%2FC1%2F9
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Calendar 

type of non-intensive clients the Village would house), and HHV hiring a Village Manager for onsite support. The 
two would work closely together to develop operating and problem-solving procedures. 

So far, the project has not involved any cash outlay, but about $625 would be needed to pay for the sewer septic 
system assessment. In addition, the Village itself will cost about $172,000, based on using bonded contractors for 
the structural work and volunteers for the finish work. Beyond that, ongoing funding and volunteer resources will 
be needed to operate and maintain the facility. The Hope and Habitat Village group and ARCHES are 
researching funding sources, including possible fee waivers, grant monies, Section 8 vouchers, and corporate 
and individual donations.  

The Habitat and Hope Village project now has a dedicated email address, 
habitatandhopevillage@gmail.com. Contact them there with questions or ideas. The group thanks 
Joan Stembridge and Jeanne Collins for their many hours of research, which is being used to 
develop best practices for Habitat and Hope Village.  

~Submitted by Patty Davenport. 

Find the UUCS Social Justice Page on Facebook 

Family Promise Through August 11 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Every Wednesday, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

A welcoming place for meditation practice. 
Session I is for experienced meditation practitioners.  
Session II provides attendees with basic instruction, 
and explanation. The last hour, 8:00 – 9:00 pm, is for 
discussion, compassion, about how to use meditation 
as a spiritual practice. 
Summer Choir Rehearsal 

Every Thursday, 6:30 pm  

Any interested singers are invited to an informal 
choir to sing a cappella repertoire together just for fun 
over the summer, led by Laura Christian. We will meet 
during our regular choir timeslot (Thursdays 6:30-
8:00pm) in the UUCS Sanctuary. Music will be 
provided. Bring friends!  
Recovery Dharma 

Every Friday, 7:00 pm  

See article on Page 1.  
Membership Team Meeting 

Tuesday, August 6, 6:00 pm  

ArtWorks Team Meeting 

Friday, August 9, 10:00 am  

Monthly business meeting of the ArtWorks 
Team. Open to all interested UUCS members. 
Landscape Work Party 

Saturday, August 10, 9:00 am  

Come help beautify our landscape. Bring 
gloves and tools if you have them, otherwise they will 
be provided. No experience necessary. 
Compassionate Connection 

Sunday, August 11, 11:30 am  

Please join us, following service, for 
Compassionate Connection, a time when we lay our 

hands upon those in distress and our minister offers a 
prayerful reflection. We also invite other members to 
join us and offer compassionate support.  
Social Justice Team Meeting 

Sunday, August 11, 12:30 pm  

The monthly SJT meeting.  Everyone is 
welcome. 
Board Meeting 

Monday, August 12, 5:30 pm  

PFLAG Meeting 

Monday, August 12, 7:00 pm  

PFLAG is the extended family of the LGBTQ 
community. We're made up of LGBTQ individuals, 
family members and allies. Because together, we're 
stronger.  
Habitat and Hope Meeting 

Thursday, August 15, 12:30 pm  

Homeless Coalition partnership with other 
Interfaith groups 
Dances of Universal Peace 

Thursday, August 15, 7:00 pm  

Simple, easy-to-learn movements and songs 
honoring spiritual traditions from around the world. The 
dances bring together sacred phrases from the world's 
religious traditions in heart-awakening circle dances 
dedicated to peace within and without.  
Finance Team Meeting 

Friday, August 16, 10:30 am  

VaLUUES Book Club 

Saturday, August 17, 9:30 am  

Come join us on the third Saturday of every 
month to discuss topics from our current book “Serving 
with Grace”. We have ordered extra copies of the book 
for purchase in the Resource Center. Other copies will 
be available at the meeting for anyone is unable to 

http://habitatandhopevillage.org/
mailto:habitatandhopevillage@gmail.com
mailto:habitatandhopevillage@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/UUCSSJAT/
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purchase the book. We have also created a Google 
Classroom for the book club: each new book that we 
read will be a new “class”. In the classroom you will be 
able to participate in forum postings, answer questions 
and complete homework. This way everyone can join 
the book club even if they can’t attend any of the 
meetings.  
Men's Group Meeting 

Sunday, August 18, 12:30 pm  

UU men will be meeting to connect with each 
other, continuing the spirit of the two retreats. All UUs 
identifying as men are welcome! Men attending will 
check in and there will be discussion. All that is 
discussed will be kept confidential unless the safety of 
a participant or someone else is at risk. 
Executive Committee Meeting 

Monday, August 19, 4:00 pm  

Worship Team Meeting 

Monday, August 19, 5:30 pm  

In Minister's Office. Monthly Meeting of the 
Worship Team to plan & discuss Sunday Services 
Committee on Ministry Meeting 

Tuesday, August 20, 10:30 am  

Safer Congregation Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, August 20, 5:00 pm  

Habitat and Hope Meeting 

Thursday, August 22, 12:30 pm  

See August 15. 

ArtWorks Art Making 

Friday, August 23, 10:00 am  

Workshop for Volunteers 

Saturday, August 24, 9:30 am  

The Vision and Leadership UU Explorer 
Society will be hosting monthly workshops where we 
create training material and leadership documents for 
our own use. Our goal is to help volunteers define their 
roles within UUCS and facilitate healthy covenantal 
relationships. This month we will be working on 
leadership training material based on the PLUS 
program used for UU staff development and we will be 
working on creating a template for volunteer position 
descriptions. We meet on the fourth Saturday of each 
month.  
Communications Team Meeting 

Monday, August 26, 4:00 pm  

Join the communications team for discussion of 
progress on our UUCS newsletter, website, Facebook, 
publicity and video projects. Newcomers or visitors 
welcome. 
Facilities Team Meeting 

Tuesday, August 27, 6:00pm  

Habitat and Hope Meeting 

Thursday, August 29, 12:30 pm 

Membership Team Meeting 

Tuesday, September 3, 6:00 pm 

Simenfalva Trip, 2019 

These pictures were posted on 

Facebook by those who travelled to 

Simenfalva in July.  See more info in 

News of the Community on Page 5. 
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Worship Services and Religious Exploration 

Sunday, August 25  The Rev. Mark Gallagher 

"A New & Better Sacred Story" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens; Anchor: Laura Christian 
Music: Sara Greenleaf 

Human beings have always relied on stories for understanding our relationship to the living Earth. Some stories 

tell us the Earth was created for us by God and we have been given dominion over it. Callousness and 

exploitation have followed. Another kind of story is taking root in the human mind, one which can lead us to a 

more beautiful and sustainable way of life. 

RE Information: RE will resume with the Water Communion Service on September 8.  

Sunday, August 11  David Jeffers and Dina Triest 

Poetry Sunday 

Celebrant: Gloria Holland; Anchor: Laura Christian 
Music: Debra Schafer 

On this annual Poetry Sunday, we will be featuring the published poetry of the late Virginia Corrie-Cozart, long 

time UUCS member.  Readers include Eleanor Berry, Stephanie Lenox, Ada Molinoff, Lois Rosen, David Jeffers, 

and Dina Triest.  Special music will be provided by Debra Schafer. 

Copies of Virginia’s books, Wavering Reflection and A Mutable Place will be available for purchase after the 

service. 

RE Information: RE will resume with the Water Communion Service on September 8.  

August Share the Plate Recipient:  Green Acres Farm Sanctuary  

Service Time:  10:30 am 

Sunday, August 18  The Rev. Mark Gallagher 

"Sacred Sexuality" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett; Anchor: Becky Harrison 
Music: Guy Hallman 

One of the deepest, most powerful, and most mysterious dimensions of human life is our sexuality. Although the 

media bombard us with titillating sexual images, straightforward talk about the meaning of sex remains taboo. 

Let’s break a taboo. 

RE Information: RE will resume with the Water Communion Service on September 8. 

Sunday, September 3  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

Sparkle & Clean 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett; Anchor: Lennie Martin 
Music: TBA 

At this Annual Sparkle and Clean event, we have a short service and then get together as a community and help 

take care of our beloved building. Those unable to help clean can meet with Rev. Rick and discuss Unitarian 

Universalist principles. 

RE Information: RE will resume with the Water Communion Service on September 8.  

https://uusalem.org/2019/07/28/share-the-plate-recipient-for-august-2019-is-green-acres-farm-sanctuary/
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 Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Christi J. Olsen, christi@uusalem.org 

RE Sunday Assistants: Elsa McKinney-Menchaca  
Acting Music Director: Laura Christian 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Sara Greenleaf 

Board Chair: Benjahmin Boschee 
benjahminboschee@yahoo.com 

Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 
Social Justice FB: facebook.com/UUCSSJAT 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir, edited and 

formatted by Sharon Pierson, and edited by Elsa 
Struble and Vicki Cunningham. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: please use the Event 
Scheduling Request form on the UUCS website to add 
your event to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a 
UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the Sunday 
announcements, the UUCS newsletter, the UUCS 
website, the This Week email and or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, August 30.   
Sunday Announcements and This Week 

submissions are due by noon, Tuesday.   
 

Use the Publication Request form for all submissions. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:christi@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:benjahminboschee@yahoo.com
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org
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