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April 2020 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

UUCS COVID-19 Response Update 
Following Governor Brown's executive order that Oregonians stay home, UUCS will hold all meetings using our 
phones and computers.  If you want to schedule a meeting, or you need help with how to join a meeting, send an 
email to uucszoom@uusalem.org. 

Due to some loitering in our church parking lot, Rev. Rick and Board Chair Christine Ertl have decided that the 
building should be locked at all times.  If necessary, you can gain entrance during business hours by ringing the 
doorbell. 

We're uploading Sunday Services to YouTube.  If you missed a service, you can find it on the Worship/Past 
Services page on our website.  The LRE team has also developed a shorter service intended for families and 
children. See the article by Ben Cavaletto in the LRE column of in this newsletter. 
Joys and Concerns are also available online.  They may not be read during the service, but you are welcome to 
contribute your thoughts and read what others are thinking on the Worship/Joys and Concerns page. 

Novel Coronavirus Information Resources 
The UUCS website has sources of information about novel coronavirus and appropriate responses. See the list 
on the UUCS website. 

Life Lines Can Help 
In these difficult times some of you may find yourself in need of financial assistance to make it through. Life Lines 
Lay Ministry works with the Minister to help those in need. The Minister has a small discretionary fund that is 
available to help make ends meet. Please contact me, Lorna Youngs by email or 
phone 503-585-9220 if you need help. 

Facebook Photo Sharing Begins April 7! 
Let’s share some joy and beauty! Email your photos of the beauty and joy in your 
world to our Facebook address, facebook@uusalem.org! No more than one per 
person per day. We will post them on Facebook and identify the photographer unless 
you request to remain anonymous. 
Remember to respect others’ privacy and ask permission to post. Pictures of 
identifiable children require the written (email ok) permission of their parent/guardian 
to post, per the UUCS Media Privacy Policy. Children will not be identified by name. 

Wednesday and Saturday Meditation Is Now Online 
UU Compassionate Mind Sangha has canceled in person Wednesday evening meditation until May 6th (this date 
is subject to change) and is offering twice weekly online meditation & Dharma talks. Email the Salem Zen Center 
at SalemZenCenter@gmail.com to learn how to join us using the Zoom Cloud Meetings app. Online meditation is 
from 7:00-7:30 pm each Wednesday and 7:30-8:00 am each Saturday. 

Share the Plate Recipient for April 2020 is Marion Polk Food Share 
Marion Polk Food Share collects and distributes food to a network of more than 100 partner 
agencies. Support from the community makes it possible for the Food Share to distribute food to 
meal sites, food pantries, foster homes, low-income day care centers, shelters, and senior 
housing sites across the Mid-Valley. They also operate Meals on Wheels in Salem and Keizer, 
which delivers meals to seniors and disabled adults. and supports programs that address the 
root causes of hunger. You can now make a donation for the Share the Plate recipient.  See the 
Contribute to Share the Plate page on our website. 

mailto:uucszoom@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/worship/joys-and-concerns/
mailto:https://uusalem.org/2020/03/22/pandemic-information-sources/
mailto:https://uusalem.org/2020/03/22/pandemic-information-sources/
mailto:lyoungs@comcast.net
mailto:facebook@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/2019/04/30/uucs-communications-guide-2013-08/
mailto:SalemZenCenter@gmail.com
https://www.marionpolkfoodshare.org/about/
https://uusalem.org/worship/upcoming-worship-services/contribute-to-share-the-plate/
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Monday of last week: Over the years I’ve adopted the sensible habit of nibbling around the edges of certain tasks -
- such as filling this blank space with words -- over a period of days. So, I am writing this introduction to my column 
on a Monday. (Question: how do you eat an elephant? Answer: one bite at a time!). My underlying assumption has 
been that the world doesn’t change that much in just a few days. Now brutal change is bulldozing through our 
world and will continue for who knows how long? To accommodate this new reality my ramblings will be a daily 
journal because I don’t know from day to day how life will unfold during this week of our shared ministry*.  (Note: If 
the 19th century humorist/cynic Ambrose Bierce, author of The Devil’s Dictionary, were around today he would 
define “shared ministry” thusly: “n. A congregational system wherein the clergy trick the laity into doing most of the 
work.” Consider, by way of comparison Bierce’s definition of a Corporation: “n. An ingenious device for obtaining 
individual profit without individual responsibility.”) 

Tuesday: My dear friends Rabbi Ely Herb of Temple Beth Sholom and Rev. Karen Woods, Chaplain at Willamette 
University, convened on the Zoom app an interfaith clergy gathering, so various faith leaders could all check in, 
compare notes on how our communities are responding to this crisis and begin plans to issue a statement of 
support to the community. It was good to hear the Rabbi share wisdom from the Jewish tradition, the imam’s 
stirring words from the Quran, the priests and pastors giving us deeper insight into the forty days of Lent. Everyone 
showed great respect for one another and our various traditions. 

Encountered some roadblocks on learning Zoom video technology - going to bed feeling a bit anxious about how I 
can learn to record my sermons and begin our “Chalice Side Chats” (Look for announcements about this soon.) 

Wednesday: Board Chair Christine Ertl convened the board on Zoom to report on the things we’re doing and still 
need to do to adapt to this new reality. Lots for us to do but we are doing what we can to cover all the 
bases. Grateful that we have such a wonderful leaders and volunteers. 

Thanks to my amazing son Zach, who is visiting, I was able to tape my portions of the Sunday service today.  (See 
the appeal in “Help Wanted and Appreciated” for folks with video editing expertise.) 

Thursday: Very helpful Zoom tutorial this morning. Speaking of Zoom meetings, tonight I was in a large one of 
approximately 100 people, hosted by the Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice (IMIrJ) on “Countering White 
Nationalism.”  Deeply grateful to this organization for their skilled, spiritually grounded leadership and for providing 
such a good demonstration of this technology. 

Got a late-night email from the UU Minister’s Association. I’m being removed as a “Good Officer” for my role in 
publicly advocating for a colleague, Rev. Todd Eklof, who I feel has been treated unjustly by the ministers’ 
association and our larger association. Please know that I am fine, and this does not in any way affect my 
ministerial status. I look forward to sharing more about this matter soon, perhaps in a sermon. 

Friday:  Zoom meeting today with staff to share our perspectives and overviews. (Look for more about these 
wonderful people working on our behalf soon.) So much of my time has been devoted to logistical, organizational 
matters there’s been too little time to reach out to you. I look forward to doing that! Until then, I hope you are doing 
well, staying safe and won’t hesitate to reach out to UUCS. The “warm line.” 503-364-0932, is a good, confidential 
place to start. 

 

Love,  

Rick 
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Hello! I am Ben Cavaletto, Chair of the Lifespan Religious Education Team, and I have 
two kids enrolled in LRE. While UUCS stays at home, I will also be assisting the 
Worship Team in creating weekly online services. Here are some updates on what is 
happening: 

Online Children’s and Family Services 
To meet the needs of our youngest members and their families, we are offering new 
online services, which began with our first Children’s/Family Service. Now we are 
working on a 5 to 10 minute version of the general service that includes only the 
elements that are most engaging for LRE children, such as chalice lighting, kid-friendly 

hymns, a Time For All Ages, etc. Our regular Sunday Services are recorded and viewable on our 
Sunday Services Playlist on YouTube. 

Sunday Morning Watch Parties 
Additionally, we are organizing Sunday morning “watch parties” of the Children’s/Family Service, 
beginning at 10 am. Join us via Zoom to watch the service with other families and engage in a short 
discussion. If you need help with how to join a meeting on the Zoom app, email 
uucszoom@uusalem.org. 

Online Resources for Children During COVID-19 Isolation 
We have posted resources to help children on the UUCS website during this time. They include pointers 
for parents on how to talk to children, calming strategies and activities, and a link to the Salem-Keizer 
supplemental learning resources.  

We need your contact information 
In order to reach out to ALL families with children who have attended or would like to attend LRE 
classes, please email Ben Cavaletto at ben.cavaletto@gmail.com with your up to date contact 
information! 
        ~Hoping this helps, Ben Cavaletto 

Committee on Ministry Update 

Lifespan Religious Education Update 

As Rick announced in his Ramblings this month, he was dismissed from his position as Good Officer of the 
Pacific Northwest District of the Unitarian Universalist Ministers' Association (UUMA). There is no need for 
alarm regarding this. Rick's role as Good Officer is a position to which he was elected 3 times over 12 years by 
his ministerial colleagues in the PNWD. It is a volunteer position in which he has served as Rev. Todd Eklof's 
counselor and advocate in his conflict with the UUMA. The UUMA expected Rick to serve as a quiet counselor 
instead of an outspoken advocate for Rev. Eklof's right to freedom of speech. This action in no way impacts 
Rick's credentials as UU clergy or his ability to continue as our minister. Your Committee on Ministry fully 
expected this action, and Rev. Rick continues to enjoy our full support. 

~Submitted by Eric Schuman on behalf of the Committee on Ministry 

Join the  

Sunday Morning Watch Party!! 

10 am, each Sunday 

Click here to open the Zoom Meeting 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAHj2CmaALZMdKVX_2D0rzfSAfDcFqqT-
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAHj2CmaALZMdKVX_2D0rzfSAfDcFqqT-
mailto:uucszoom@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/2020/03/22/helping-children-deal-with-the-novel-coronavirus/
mailto:ben.cavaletto@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/807537885
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Stewardship — Now and Then 
UCCS Pledge Drive Short $20,000 
Here at UUCS we do a lot with a little! We stretch our dollars to fund our shared ministry 
and thereby bless one another and our surrounding community in so many ways. We 
rely upon and trust in the generous financial support from you, our friends and 
members. Now more than ever during this pandemic, we recognize the value of 
community and the blessings of our beloved congregation. In order to keep staffing and 
services at the current level we need another $20,000 in pledges. 

$20,000 amounts to about $8/month from each of our 200+ congregants. Can you 
increase your pledge to help UUCS maintain our current level of services next year?  
Update your pledge using the online Estimate of Giving form. 
 

 

 

Laura Wells Remembered for Her Crucial Contributions! 
Laura Wells was remarkable!  A native of Minnesota, she earned a diploma in home economics in 1916 and 

became a county extension agent.  She earned a bachelor-of-science degree from 
Oregon State University in 1939 at age 55 and followed that up with a master’s 
degree two years later. She was the first nutritionist for the Oregon Board of Health 
and was the Oregon child nutrition director for 24 years. 

Rick remembers visiting with Laura, who lived at home till the end thanks to the 
daily help of her daughter Kay, who is now helped in a similar fashion by her own 
daughter Jane – all three long-time dedicated and active members of our 
Congregation. On those visits he learned of Laura’s very deep Unitarian roots; this 
was before the merger of the Unitarians and the Universalists.  She grew up in a 
Unitarian church in a small town in Minnesota which no longer exists.  She felt a 
deep, ongoing loyalty to our free-faith tradition, a tradition that is not afraid of 
scientific truth, and worked hard to make the world a fairer place. Thus it was that 
she joined our congregation when she moved to Salem and was always a staunch 
and steadfast supporter during her wonderful life and beyond. 

In 1996, our Congregation was at a turning point. We knew we needed to build a 
new church. We were raising $260,000 through a capital fund drive. Our Building 

Committee was meeting weekly, and our architect, Craig Carlson, had a plan for the new building. The plans were 
sufficiently detailed that Carlson could price out the project, but the estimated cost of $800,000 was a shock. We 
didn’t think we could afford a mortgage of $540,000; what could we do? We had momentum; delaying the project 
would have been a huge letdown. For a few weeks we teetered. 

During one of Rick Davis’s visits to Laura Wells, he told her that he had $5000 that he had been saving for a new 
car, but if other people would go in with him, that $5000 could go toward the new church. On his next visit, Laura 
had a $50,000 check for him!  Rick next visited another member. With Rick’s sacrificial gift, Laura Wells’ major 
contribution, and the third member’s offer of a $1000 match for every other $5000 contribution, we conducted a 
very successful major gift campaign. We asked for additional donations – beyond members’ operating fund 
pledges and their capital campaign pledges – of $5000 or more, and we raised over another $260,000.  We could 
proceed with our building, and we completed it on target in 1997! We dedicated our beautiful stained-glass window 
to Laura Wells in honor of her major contribution at a crucial time. 

After her death in 1999 at the age of 105, we learned that she had made a bequest to UUCS of $150,000. Wow!  
How would we use it?  We had not been financially able to include a fellowship hall in the original building, and we 
knew we needed one. We could think about building it after we paid off our mortgage.  But wait; here was an 
opportunity!  We used Laura’s bequest to retire our mortgage, which meant that the money we were raising in our 
second capital campaign could immediately start accumulating toward the fellowship hall! 

Two gifts at crucial times: one helped us build our church in 1997, years earlier than might otherwise been 
possible. The second helped us build Hanneman Hall in 2003, maybe a decade earlier than we otherwise could 
have.  We have much to remember and thank Laura Wells for! 

Update My Pledge 

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/2020EstimateofGiving
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/2020EstimateofGiving
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Help Needed and Appreciated! 
Worship Team Needs Video Editing Help 
In an effort to support worship online, the Worship Team is becoming an audio/video Production Team and 
needs your help! 

Hi everyone! Well, we just finished recording the third service for you all to see via YouTube, and it has been an 
adventure each week--keeping each other healthy via social distancing, disinfecting the camera, sometimes 
recording ourselves. With all this, there is a lot more post-production work, such as putting the recorded pieces 
together with the PowerPoint slides, turning it into a video, adding closed captioning, and putting it onto YouTube 
and links on the UUCS website.   

Some key people have really stepped up to make all this happen each week. Janet or I, Rev. Rick, Kit and Laura 
are being recorded weekly.  Ben C. is helping with closed captioning and developing a shorter Children ’s 
Service. Sharon with the Communications Team is a huge help with the finalizing the product and getting it out 
for you all to view. And, Emma in the UUCS Office has been doing a fabulous job doing initial editing and putting 
together the recordings and slides. However, this is beyond her usual job duties.   

Do you have related skills and can help? You won't be interacting with anyone face to face. Please think about it 
and let us know via the office, the Worship Team email, or Rick. Thank you and stay healthy! 

~Submitted by Sara Pickett 
Making Music While We Wait 
Are you one of the many who spending time making music as we isolate in our homes? Please share your music 
with us! We are seeking Special Music to include in our weekly recorded Sunday services, and I am hoping that 
we can hear contributions from those who are not in our normal "stable" of musicians! This is a unique 
opportunity for anyone who wishes to share their musical gifts with our congregation. You will not have to stand 
up in front of a live congregation or worry about comparing your talent to others. If you are dusting off your old 
guitar and relearning the songs you sang around a campfire as a kid, share with us! If you're a youngster who is 
still taking lessons by Skype with your teacher and you want to share what you're working on, we're in! If you've 
figured out how to play "Spirit of Life" on your kitchen glassware, let's celebrate you! 

If you are interested in making and sharing a recording for use in our recorded services, send an email to 
music@uusalem.org before you make your video, so I can ensure that we can use it. Thank you! 

~Submitted by Laura Christian, UUCS' Music Director 

Anne Alexander Died March 26 
Don Alexander, son of Anne Alexander, informed Rev. Rick that his mother died on March 26 of a massive brain 
hemorrhage. The family understands that no service can be scheduled right now. Watch the Statesman Journal 
for her obituary. Cards and letters can be sent to the family at 1259 Crowley Avenue, Salem, 97302. 

Jan Markee Died April 4 
Mike Markee informed us that his wife, Janet, died at home in the early hours of April 4, as Mike and her son Marc 
were trying to get her to a clinic. Jan had a heart attack in early March and recently spent a lonely weekend in the 
hospital with an intestinal infection, while her family couldn't see her.  Her daughter's family is sequestered at 
home in Portland with a child who may have COVID-19. However, Mike also mentioned their happy memories of 
the family's celebration of their 40th wedding anniversary last summer. 

Salem Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans Vote to Disband 
Hello UUCS community. This is to let everyone know that at the March business meeting The Salem Covenant of 
Unitarian Universalist Pagans formally voted to disband. We will no longer be holding public ritual or sponsoring 
events at UUCS. We have been around for many years and, so, want to thank everyone who has been a part of 
our group, whether as member or as guest. It has been an amazing experience.  

Thank you and Blessed Be, Benjahmin Boschee 
Email Scam - WARNING! 
Several members of our congregation have received an email from someone posing as Rev. Rick, asking for 
money to buy things for UUCS members. The email is signed as "Rev Rick", but the email address of the sender 
is not rdavis@uuma.org. This is a scam email and must be ignored. If you ever receive a questionable email from 
Rev. Rick, a board member or anyone asking for financial help, treat the email with suspicion. If you know the 
person named, call or email them separately to verify the request. DO NOT REPLY to the suspicious email! 

News of the Community 

mailto:music@uusalem.org
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Social Justice News 

Front Lawn Landscaping Changes Are Happening! 

To learn about the changes, check our webpage. We will need “all hands on deck” to reduce labor 
and material costs to within reason to make this possible. Knowing that many of you have working 
hours and others are unable to do heavy lifting, we are asking you to consider contributing in one 
or more ways that suit your interest and availability. Email LandscapeChair@uusalem.org with 
questions or to volunteer.     ~Submitted by Iris Sea, Landscape Committee 

In the March newsletter Social Justice column, we provided an overview of UU social justice efforts and 
suggested a possible framework for the congregation to identify and select social justice issues to support. We 
also mentioned some of the historical actions of the Social Justice Team, including its support of immigrants. 
However, our main point was that “the congregation decides which social justice issues to address and 
support.” 

Subsequently, we received an email from former Social Justice Team co-chairs, Patrice and Michael Pollard, 
objecting to the statement in the March column that the Social Justice Team’s efforts to support immigrants, 
“has been shaped by Donald Trump’s efforts to prevent people from entering the United States without visas 
and removing those who successfully entered without visas or overstayed their visa.” The Pollards wish to make 
it clear that the team’s efforts in support of immigrants were based, not on Donald Trump’s actions, but on the 
team’s compassion and care for immigrants as people and as our neighbors and friends, our recognition of their 
current suffering and our desire to relieve that suffering. We agree with the Pollards ’ more complete description 
of our historical objectives in supporting immigrants. 

In particular, we agree with Michael and Patrice’s statement: 

“When team members were working together ‒ we worked heart and soul; this was our mission, 
our passion, our drive. We knew we needed to work for fairness so that families would not be 
separated, and children continually traumatized. The team was trying to do its part to make the 
world a better place for all. The team believed that when one of us is hurting, we all are. Our 
shared humanity united us and strengthened us. And what did we accomplish…, we lived our 
shared values.” 

Their statement captures the essence of what we, as acting co-chairs, want to accomplish — build an effective, 
durable social justice team that increases social justice and equity while strengthening our UUCS community. 
As the UUA Social Justice Empowerment Program Handbook states, on page 1: “The more we are in 
relationship with each other and approach social justice in ways that value this relationship, the better off we ’ll 
be as a community.” 

Michael and Patrice did an excellent job of building relationships. We hope to build upon their legacy as we 
engage the congregation in social justice efforts. 

~Submitted by John Prohodsky and Jack Tally, Acting Social Justice Co-chairs 

Splinters from the Board 
The Board appreciates the work of UUCS teams on the strategic plan. In March the Worship and Membership 
teams presented reports about their progress on their portions of the Strategic plan. The creation of a new team 
was approved by the Board. It is called the Connections Team. It will replace the Fellowship Team which has not 
been functioning for a while. Tentatively, it would focus on Soul Matters Connections groups, Journey to 
Belonging class, and other social activities and/or opportunities for more fellowship. If you are interested in 
possibly being a member of this team, please contact Anna Tally or Sara Pickett, or leave a message with the 
office to reach them. The Board approved funding for two members of the Safer Congregations Committee to 
receive the Neighbor to Neighbor training. It is not known at this time how the situation with social distancing will 
affect this training. 
The Board will be holding its meetings via the Zoom app. The next Board meeting will be April 13. To attend the 
meeting email Board Chair Christine Ertl at boardchair@uusalem.org.  

https://uusalem.org/2020/03/08/front-lawn-landscaping-changes-are-happening/
https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/documents/aw/sje_handbook.pdf
mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
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Worship Services 

Sunday, April 26  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"The Deeper Meaning of Covenant " 

 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens 

Service Description: In recent time the term "covenant" has come into widespread use among 

Unitarian Universalists. Let's explore what that means for us.  

Sunday, April 12  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Jesus Through My Ages" 

 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens 
Music: Laura Christian 

Service Description: During my life Jesus has had an evolving role to play. What role, if any, do Jesus or other 

great souls have in our spiritual life? Easter is a good time to reflect upon those whose lives shed light on our 

own paths. 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email 
your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you 
are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 

April Share the Plate Recipient:  Marion-Polk Food Share 

All Online Services - Watch our website for a link to each service 

See all available services on the Sunday Services YouTube Playlist  

Sunday, April 19  Tom Ellis 

"Earth Day Message" 

 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens 
Music: Laura Christian 

Lifespan Religious Education:  Join the Family Watch Party every Sunday at 10 am 

mailto:office@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/2020/04/03/share-the-plate-recipient-for-april-2020-is-marion-polk-food-share/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SBuSs2T7Ps&list=PLAHj2CmaALZMdKVX_2D0rzfSAfDcFqqT-
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/807537885
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Open 

RE Sunday Assistants: Elsa McKinney-Menchaca  
Music Director: Laura Christian 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Kit Abrahamson  

Board Chair: Christine Ertl 
boardchair@uusalem.org 

Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger 
Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org  
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir with help from 

Sharon Pierson, Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa Struble. 
Final formatting completed by S. Pierson. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly 
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week email 
and/or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, May 1, 2020. 
This Week submissions are due by Wed. noon. 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:christi@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUSalem
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://uusalem.org/news-events-overview/events/event-publicity-request/

