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Congregational Survey Results 

 

Last winter the Board initiated a comprehensive survey of members and friends of UUCS in order to 
get an idea of how well we are doing. An amazing 176 people responded!  Compilation of the results 
were delayed by our adjustment to the coronavirus. Recently a group of us looked at all of the 
responses and put together the attached results. 

 

First, a little explanation--it’s 35 pages long with a lot of duplication. Many people took time to 
provide explanations and express concerns. We sorted all of these responses into eight different 
categories: worship, music, office, Rick/ministerial, facilities, board/governance, RE, social justice. 

 

Some of the written comments and concerns applied to more than one of the categories. Rather than 
try to break up each person’s written material and assign them to the different categories we placed all 
of a person’s response to a question into each of the categories addressed by the response. That way 
you can see the context of each response. 

 

Hopefully this will also help the various teams and committees to review the material that applies to 
their areas of responsibility. They won’t need to read the WHOLE report—unless they want to. 

 

All 35 pages are attached.   
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Summary Information 

1) What is your affiliation with UUCS?  
Total responses:   176 

Member   143 (81.25%) 
Friend    18 (10.23%) 
Visitor    9 (5.11%) 
Other    6 (3.41%) 
18 written comments 

 
2) How long have you been attending UUCS?  

Total responses   176 
Less than 6 months  5 (2.84%) 
6-12 months   1 (0.57%) 
1-3 years   29 (16.48%) 
3-10 years   65 (36.93%) 
Over 10 years   76 (43.18%) 
13 written comments 
 

3) Please let us know the reasons you attend UUCS.  
Note: percentages add up to more than 100 because respondents could select more than one reason. 
Percentages shown are the percent of the total 176 respondents who selected each reason. 

Spiritual Growth/Exploration  133 (75.57%) 
Child/Youth Religious Education 24 (13.64%) 
Choir     28 (15.91%) 
Fellowship    135 (76.70%) 
Meditation/Prayer   54 (30.68%) 
Social Justice    84 (47.73%) 
Other      21 (11.93) 
34 written comments 

 
4) What UUCS activities have you participated in during the last 12 months? Please select as many as 

apply. 
Sunday Service, worship    94 (53.71%) 
Celebration(s) such as wedding or memorial  5 (2.86%) 
Concert or Special Event    8 (4.57%) 
Team, Board or Committee meeting   18 (10.29%) 
Religious Education – All ages    2 (1.14%) 
Affiliated group meeting     13 (7.42%) 
Connections Group     10 (5.71%) 
Social Justice Group     5 (2.86%) 
Other(s)       17 (9.71%)  
97 written comments 
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5) During the last year, approximately how often have you attended service on Sunday morning at UUCS? 
Weekly  46 (26.14%) 
2x per month  47 (26.70%) 
Monthly  25 (14.20%) 
4-6 x per year  29 (16.48%) 
Other   27 (15.34%) 

46 written comments 
 
6)  Regarding Sunday worship service, what are the most important elements for you?  

Sermon/Homily  121 (61.94%) 
Music    10 (5.78%) 
Social Hour   10 (5.78%) 
Time For All Ages  0 (0.0%) 
Readings   0 (0.0%) 
Gratitude and Compassion 12 (6.94%) 
Meditation   5 (2.89%) 
Other    81 (46.82%) 
81 written comments 
 

7)  Are you a member of a Board, Team or Committee?  
a) Yes  33 (19.08%) 
b) No  86 (49.71%) 
If so, please let us know which Board, Team or Committee you serve on or have served on in the past and 
why?  54 (31.21%) 
54 written comments 

Membership   2 Nominating   4 Board   7 Worship/Sound   5/2 
Music   8 Landscaping   5 Micro-finance 1 Pie day 1 
Family Promise  1 SJT  2 Communications  8 Stewardship  9 
Women’s Alliance  5 LRE  7 Facilities  3 Zen  2 
Connections  3 Art  3 Safer Congregations  4 Life Lines  2 
Com on Ministry  1 Addictions  1 Personnel  1  
 
8) Are there ways that UUCA could better meet your needs? If so, please tell us how.  

Yes   43 (24.86%) 
No   65 (37.57%) 
Don’t know 62 (35.84%) 
58 written comments 
 

9) What Visions, Dreams & Hopes do you have for UUCS in the next 3 to 5 years?   
Answered  105  
Skipped  71 
105 written comments 

10) How would you be able and willing to assist in meeting these goals? Please click on this link 
office@uusalem.org for more information or to contact the office about volunteer opportunities. 

98 written comments 
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Detailed Results 
 
1) What is your affiliation with UUCS?  

Total responses:   176 
Member   143 (81.25%) 
Friend    18 (10.23%) 
Visitor    9 (5.11%) 
Other    6 (3.41%) 

 
2) How long have you been attending UUCS?  

Total responses   176 
Less than 6 months  5 (2.84%) 
6-12 months   1 (0.57%) 
1-3 years   29 (16.48%) 
3-10 years   65 (36.93%) 
Over 10 years   76 (43.18%) 

 
3) Please let us know the reasons you attend UUCS.  

Note: percentages add up to more than 100 because respondents could select more than one reason. 
Percentages shown are the percent of the total 176 respondents who selected each reason. 

Spiritual Growth/Exploration  133 (75.57%) 
Child/Youth Religious Education 24 (13.64%) 
Choir     28 (15.91%) 
Fellowship    135 (76.70%) 
Meditation/Prayer   54 (30.68%) 
Social Justice    84 (47.73%) 
Other      21 (11.93) 

Comments: 
Membership 
To be a part of a larger community of dedicated people who share similar values. 
 
I attend UUCS because I feel supported in my spiritual, intellectual and overall journey on this planet. It is 
important to me to have a place where I can be myself and be accepted. 
 
To join a relevant group of liberal thinkers. 
 
Environmental awareness and commitment to science 
 
Being a welcoming congregation. 
 
Mainly because of the 7 principles that members aspire to. 
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When I first joined UUCS in the mid 1990s, I was single.  In fact, I met my partner at UUCS!  After serving 
on the Board for several years as an officer, and having to attend various committee meetings, as well as 
"pre-game" & "post-game" meetings) I was clearly burnt out and substantially cut down on my frequency 
of attending Sunday services, and cut down all committee & social activities with UUCS.  Then, in the late 
2010's my own relationship began to unravel, and I no longer felt that attending UUCS services / 
committee work / activities were "recharging" my body, nor soul.  Over the past few years, I have seldom 
attended more than 5 Sunday services per year.  But I am STILL involved & volunteering my time on one of 
the ongoing teams. 
 
Also Fellowship and Social Justice 
 
To be among like-minded people. 
 
Be a part of a community and build a support network for myself 
 
Dad told me, "After 75 years, I found my spiritual home!" I am so thankful something happened at my 
parents’ previous church and that opened up a chance for them to check out the UU with me!  I've been a 
UU for 28 years now, and I'm very grateful to have a community in Salem as well as my other home, where 
I live. 
 
A weekly reminder of what I value in life and how to achieve it. 
 
Inspiration 
 
Child religious education was a very large part of why I joined UUCS in the first place, but my child has long 
since grown and flown the nest. 
 
Because of my wife's health issues, we haven't attended UUCS services since last Summer. She had colon 
surgery in December at OHSU hospital. While the surgery was successful, there were complications that 
placed her in Intensive Care for 2 weeks. She's now's recovering her strength at Salem Transitional 
Recovery Care. We will resume attending services when her health permits. 
 
I love the Wednesday evening meditation program! It’s been a life saver. 
 
I attend for spiritual community 
 
Building personal friendships with other progressives in the Salem area. 
 
I attend church to get an experience I don't get in other places or groups. Entertainment and socialization 
are not my main goals for a spiritual home. 
 
I have studied communication skills in depth for many years and  I have a burning desire to promote them.   
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I understand that the members of this congregation want to show empathy and compassion for others.  It 
can be done much more effectively if we learn these tools intentionally and deliberately. 
 
I came for RE for my children. I stay for spiritual  growth & fellowship  now my children are grown. And I 
stay for the sense of self worth from giving back to the organization. 
 
Promote UU principles in our wider community 
 
I have some friends in the congregation, and UUCS has been my "primary affinity group" for decades. I also 
attend (or at least, I tell myself that I do) to hear viewpoints different from my own. Hearing a contrary 
opinion can be useful...I rarely learn much just from listening to my internal dialogues. This reason could 
be considered by some to be spiritual growth, but I wouldn't claim that. 
 
I did attend UUCS for social justice issues - but that is no longer the case 
 
I am a former member, former attendee. The drama and judgment finally just got to me. I guess I wasn't "x 
enough" to suit them. 
 
I want to be part of a community of intellectually-curious and open-minded individuals who are "good 
people" and who want to work towards a better world for all.  I seek social and intellectual stimulation 
among a group of people who share these values. 
 
A combination of fellowship, shared values involving the making of a better world, and artistic expression 
of our sense of community through music and other creative activities. 
 
While I rarely attend services anymore, I am glad there is a liberal religious presence in Salem. I think it is 
important. I do help out from time to time with the Women's Org. that provides assistance at memorial 
services, etc. I prefer "doing" rather than "meeting." 
 
Music 
A combination of fellowship, shared values involving the making of a better world, and artistic expression 
of our sense of community through music and other creative activities. 
 
RE 
Adult education 
 
Child religious education was a very large part of why I joined UUCS in the first place, but my child has long 
since grown and flown the nest. 
 
Rick/WT 
Rick is the main draw for me! 
 
Because if Rick 
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I like Rick's sermons and making friends. 
 
Social Justice 
To contribute to the well-being and health of the larger world by contributing to my congregation and local 
community. 
 
Environmental awareness and commitment to science 
 
Also Fellowship and Social Justice 
 
I did attend UUCS for social justice issues - but that is no longer the case 
 
Teams 
Art Works Team. 
 

4)What UUCS activities have you participated in during the last 12 months? Please select as many as apply. 
Sunday Service, worship    94 (53.71%) 
Celebration(s) such as wedding or memorial  5 (2.86%) 
Concert or Special Event    8 (4.57%) 
Team, Board or Committee meeting   18 (10.29%) 
Religious Education – All ages    2 (1.14%) 
Affiliated group meeting     13 (7.42%) 
Connections Group     10 (5.71%) 
Social Justice Group     5 (2.86%) 
Other(s)       17 (9.71%)     

Worship (includes Sunday service and other): 110 

Music: 26 

Office: 

Rick/ministerial: 1 

Facilities: 1 

Board/governance: 27 

RE: 9 

Social Justice: 16 

Other: 20 
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5) During the last year, approximately how often have you attended service on Sunday morning at UUCS? 
Weekly  46 (26.14%) 
2x per month  47 (26.70%) 
Monthly  25 (14.20%) 
4-6 x per year  29 (16.48%) 
Other   27 (15.34%) 

Category Positive Comment Negative Comment 
Worship  3 – service too long, service 

doesn’t’ appeal 
Music 1  
Office   
Rick/Ministerial 2 - podcasts  
Facilities   
Board   
LRE  2 – children’s time too long, lack 

of nursery 
SJT   
Other  3 Transportation, schedule 

conflicts 
 
Worship 
This is not to say every week without fail. Spouse and I have skipped services that didn't appeal, when one or 
both of us were unwell, etc. 
 
Most Sunday services seem too long and slow paced to me. It feels like we are putting in filler, to get to the 
allotted time. In my opinion we could tighten up the children's time, and do away with announcements (they are 
written and published several ways), tighten up the time for gratitude and compassion, and do away with the 
calling out of names. I would like to see the services closer to an hour in length. 
 
I most appreciate the music and quality sermons. 
 
LRE 
We would like to attend more often but lack of nursery makes it harder.  
 
Other 
I live quite far away & traffic is a problem 
 
I live in Newberg.  Two trips monthly is about what I can do. 
 
Just really busy on weekends but I listen to the service podcast. Deeply thankful they are available for those of 
us who cannot make it every week! 
 
Transportation has been an issue.  I have been working on it. 
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6)Regarding Sunday worship service, what are the most important elements for you?  
Sermon/Homily  121 (61.94%) 
Music    10 (5.78%) 
Social Hour   10 (5.78%) 
Time For All Ages  0 (0.0%) 
Readings   0 (0.0%) 
Gratitude and Compassion 12 (6.94%) 
Meditation   5 (2.89%) 
Other    81 (46.82%) 

 

7)Are you a member of a Board, Team or Committee?  
a. Yes  33 (19.08%) 
b. No  86 (49.71%) 

If so, please let us know which Board, Team or Committee you serve on or have served on in the past and 
why?  54 (31.21%) 

Membership   2 Nominating   4 Board   7 Worship/Sound   5/2 
Music   8 Landscaping   5 Micro-finance 1 Pie day 1 
Family Promise  1 SJT  2 Communications  8 Stewardship  9 
Women’s Alliance  5 LRE  7 Facilities  3 Zen  2 
Connections  3 Art  3 Safer Congregations  4 Life Lines  2 
Com on Ministry  1 Addictions  1 Personnel  1  
 

Landscaping: 
Because I enjoy gardening and wanted to see that the standard of care represented the congregations 
standard and respect for the environment 
 
have  also helped  with yard work  bc its satisfying and important 
 
Landscaping Team because since the Church seems to not have adequate funds to pay for groundskeeping 
services, the grounds would soon look very unkempt and unattractive.  It was very unfortunate that Ted and 
Carolyn Corey were made to feel unwelcome here after they contributed so much time and effort on the UUCS 
landscaping. However, I am not in a position to take a leadership role, nor do I have interest in doing so.  I can 
only help do a portion of the actual gardening chores.   
 
landscape I enjoy both activities very much. They are experiential, produce immediate results and seem to 
bring much joy to many. 
 
Microfinance:   
is doing incredibly important work in very poor countries  and truly makes a positive impact on people's lives 
 
pie day: 
preparation, fruit gathering, and crust making is fun and a great social connection. It is also a good fundraiser 
and I really like being able to give pies to my neighbors.  
 
Communications: 
I have done copy editing and proof reading of the newsletter for years; I guess that counts as being on the 
Communications Team.  UUCS is very fortunate to have had Sharon Pierson editing and formatting for the last 
4 years, and Vicki Cunningham heading the Communications Team for much longer than that.  
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Communications  because it is where my interests  & talent lie. 
 
Communications Team appreciated the need, had experience and skill 
 
Sound team  
because it is something that I enjoy doing and I already had the basic skills. 
 
 
SIHN and RE 
but not served on a committee.  Those people I knew who were themselves serving on boards, teams and 
committees were quite frustrated. 
 
Chair of Lifespan Religious Education, because I want LRE Program to grow strong for my kids and to support 
the congregation more generally. 
 
Re team chair to support children in RE 
 
 
Facilities Team  
am concerned about our building and grounds. 
 
Art Works Team  
I feel that it is important to be part of the church in hands-on ways in areas that I can offer my help. I don’t feel 
comfortable just being a passive member of the audience, but I feel more connected and growth by 
participating in some ways. 
 
Art Works Team. I am interested in art and care about the maintenance and of curating UUCS' collection of art  
 
Finances 
I am Chairman of the Investment Committee which is part of the Finance Team. I do this because I have 
expertise to contribute to this role and it fits with my schedule of being a caregiver for my wife. 
 
Worship team 
to be of service 
 
Safer Congregation Committee  
I believe there is a need to monitor behaviors and insure that those who attend UUCS feel safe during time 
spent with us. 
 
Board: 
to give back; 
 
Years ago I served as Treasurer and then as off-board bookkeeper for some years.  I like working with words 
and (within limits) with numbers, though I'm slowing down as the years go by 
 
Nominating: 
to give back 
 
Compassionate Mind Sangha 
I am a student of Buddhism and Lee Ann Nail Roshi is my teacher. Connections Group. I like to get to know 
folks better through the sharing on the various topics. 
 
Stewardship (fund raising) Committee 
appreciated the need, had experience and skill  
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Music Team  
wanted to support the program 
 
Choir I enjoy both activities very much. They are experiential, produce immediate results and seem to bring 
much joy to many. 
 
Music team.  Music is a big part of my life and I want to help it thrive. 
 
Choir - to be of service 
 
Music Committee, choir, because I like to sing 
 

8)Are there ways that UUCA could better meet your needs? If so, please tell us how.  

Yes   43 (24.86%) 
No   65 (37.57%) 
Don’t know 62 (35.84%) 

Worship (includes Sunday service and other): 

Also, more active inclusion of specific faith practices, customs, stories of Faith's other than Christian. And a 
more concerted effort to welcome and include POC and 20-40 year-olds. Another significant issue for our 
family is the timing of Sunday Service due to health issues. It's become THE major reason we're not there 
more often. A later hour (11am) works far better for us. OR simply an evening service...6pm, 6:30pm, 7pm on a 
Sunday or maybe Wed/Thurs. 

More emphasis on spirituality 

Try harder to live the 7 principles and the covenantal agreements.  Develop mindfulness about implicit bias.  

More opportunity for shared meditation and contemplation, greater opportunities for ceremony and rituals. 

Do away with collecting donations during the service.  Instead,  have a secured donation box and announce 
during service where it's located 

Please, please--include a schedule for the actual service in the order of service--not just news of the 
community. 

Allow more time for individual members to share their concerns/celebrations during the service, within limits.  If 
necessary, allocate less time to the "sermon."  Make adjustments as necessary, depending on the 
topic/program for a particular Sunday service. 

Eliminate opening neighbor greetings; no clapping during service; more serene atmosphere throughout the 
service. 

I would like to see FEWER table in the fellowship hall during coffee hour. This would force people to mix a bit 
more. There have been times when I walk in and all the tables are full. Doesn't seem very welcoming. 

I think they need to follow up more on people who no longer attend due to illness, Alzheimer's., other. Ie not 
deliberately missing service.  

I would like the Alcohol Policy to EXCLUDE UUCS events such as the upcoming Congregational Dinner. Make 
the policy only for outside events. 
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Music: 

Much of the music is so somber. I would like more happy uplifting music. 

Better music.  I find the songs that we sing from the hymnal dismal.  I would like us to sing more up-beat 
modern songs.   

I am concerned about the lack of support for the music staff in terms of market based compensation and 
medical insurance coverage, and the lack of budgeted funds for the music program specifically budgeted for 
the music program. It seems to be a constant struggle for the music staff and is reflected in the recent turnover 
of music staff. 

Greater diversity in the music selections and especially in style. Offer additional types/styles of chorus. 

Office: 

Rick/ministerial: 

A chaplaincy program  

People should show more respect for one another. We need to acknowledge each other's presence and not 
walk by as if we do not exist. Thoughtfulness and consideration should be the norm. Life is fragile and we 
should value each other when we have the chance. 

Improvements in interpersonal compassion, please.  

UUCS could be more mindful of the wide variety of people in the world. Yes, races, genders, etc., but also 
intro/extroverts, likes and dislikes (music, art, etc.), income levels and education, and be supportive and 
welcoming to all. 

Donation of more time toward upkeep as the work of all  and more recognition of the ongoing work being done 
and awareness of the  

I am very happy at UUCS but wonder if we are doing enough to encourage participation from more diverse 
cultures 

I’d like to see more racial diversity in the congregation, as well as more families with children.  

I love UUCS and all the ways to get involved 

More productive conflict resolution 

Creating welcoming space for all 

I hope the congregation numbers remain strong! 

Of course there is always room for improvement.  But what is an improvement for me is bound to be a 
detriment to someone else.  I think UUCS should stop trying to be all things to all people; it just makes us 
inconsistent. 

Find ways to ensure harassment is limited if not eliminated.  Followup.  Provide some sort of messaging for 
same.  Remind congregation of same. 

Create a more meditative atmosphere by eliminating attitude of 'place to have an entertaining-laughter time' 
with better balance of 'place for spiritual examination,' eliminating clapping and social time during service to 
greet one's neighbor. 

More outreach when we aren't attending to see what the barriers are and how we can be helped 
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Facilities: 
Keep all hallways clear including keeping a large pillow in the RE area out of the walk way. It's an accident 
waiting to happen! 
 
 
Board/governance: 

I am concerned about friction among some members and hope the new Board leadership can bring change 

 

RE: 

Nursery, but it doesn't make sense if there are not enough children to use it.  

Better outreach to kids 

Bring in younger members. Provide RE for adults 

More discussion and education about our 7 Principles  

Stronger and more integrated Youth and RE program 

Treat the RE program better -- there are too many restrictions on it aimed at benefiting the PreSchool which is 
not a UUCS function. 

More varied fun activities: play games, learn how to be a clown, a gardening club, a book club, a hiking club 

I sense that RE for children and young adults is in transition and am concerned that as a congregation we are 
not meetings the needs of our children and their parents.  It's great that we have a school in residence 5 days 
a week but does it compromise UUCS' own RE program? 

More stable funding,  and more children & youth  in LRE would help accomplish  that.  

More social events - dances 

I'd like to see a few more special events for fellowship and community building. 

Not my personal needs. However, I believe that hiring a professional RE director would improve what we are 
currently offering our children. 

I would like to have more of a sense of continuity,  a sense that UUCS  will continue. 

We really liked when "family style" religious education was offered so we could stay with our kids the whole 
time we were there.  We want any church time to be family time and not separated--or at least occasionally 
offering that would be great. 

 

Social Justice: 

Recognize that UUCS is a social service church rather than a social justice group. 

More programs, more follow through on social justice issues and in general, more follow through 
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Other: 

I want to get more involved maybe 

I'm still exploring 

Looking forward to working with lifelines more as necessary 

I've been feeling very disenchanted with UUCS for the last couple of years.  

My involvement with UUCS is limited because of my caregiver role. Consequently, I have no suggestion. 

UUCS is doing well.  I feel part of the Community, read the newsletter, read weekly update and FB, have 
ongoing friendships with those I meet at UU. 

I view it as not what UUCS can do to meet  my needs, I'm more concerned about what I can do to meet the 
needs of the congregation.  The personal benefits come from my service. 

I’m in a good place with UUCS right now.  

I no longer find comfort or harbor in any organized religion. 
 
 
9)What Visions, Dreams & Hopes do you have for UUCS in the next 3 to 5 years?   

Answered  105  
Skipped  71 

Worship 

I hope everyone would read the monthly UUCS Newsletter. We all have a responsibility to be informed about our 
congregation. 

Just retired. Hope to attend more services 

I see this congregation being a leader in Salem, not just on homelessness and refugees, but also on climate change and 
its relationship to social justice. Reparations! Criminal justice reform! I'm passionate about this. 

More RE options for adults. Spiritual beginnings occur at all ages. Younger, more diverse congregation. More community 
engagement 

no, i'm a non-driver and not able to participate in much 

be more welcoming to new members but don't pounce on them as fresh bodies to do work. when I first signed on I 
didn't feel welcome from the organization, no newsletter, no notice for into classes etc. 

I would like to see UU grow. I am assisting this by offering a smile and talking with new people. 

Focused on becoming a more compassionate person. 

Work on diversifying the congregation. Host and continue to open up spaces to create appeal to this place of worship. 

More gatherings, classes, discussion on spiritual and justice topics; more varied times for such experiences rather than 
mostly at night. Create UUCS as a place for expanded knowledge in spirituality. 

for it to remain a safe space for so many that need it and continue to grow 

More studies of the 7 principals 
 
Music 
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Office 
It's too soon for those not directly involved to know how much  Having a congregational administrator can help us fill in 
some blanks.  It's good a new RE Team chair is active; we also need a talented and sympathetic RE director--ideally 
someone who can do what Christi did and even more!  Does that mean two people.  Adult programming seems to be 
going pretty well, thanks to various volunteers.  UUs might not want a paid leader organizing that--but some volunteers 
might want professional advice on occasion. 

Pay staff & minister better. 

 

Rick/ministerial 
I hope divisiveness, resentments, interference, plain rudeness among certain committee functionaries could be resolved, 
with stronger leadership. 

More young families.  More political and racial diversity in the congregation.  More outreach to the community. 

A resource and liberal and spiritual home for the community. Monetarily. 

I see this congregation being a leader in Salem, not just on homelessness and refugees, but also on climate change and 
its relationship to social justice. Reparations! Criminal justice reform! I'm passionate about this. 

no, i'm a non-driver and not able to participate in much 

be more welcoming to new members but don't pounce on them as fresh bodies to do work. when I first signed on I 
didn't feel welcome from the organization, no newsletter, no notice for into classes etc. 

I would like to see UU grow. I am assisting this by offering a smile and talking with new people. 

My vision is continued improvement of the goals set, and the creation of more community interaction. 

Focused on becoming a more compassionate person. 

I want UUCS to continue to participate in social justice issues locally, and to encourage each of us to rise to be our best 
selves.  I will remain fully engaged in local activities pertaining to homelessness, refugees, and those who are 
marginalized.  And, I will support UUCS in making sure the national organization does not brand our precious religious 
movement with the label of " White Supremacist organization", which is the antithesis of what I believe it to be. 

More gatherings, classes, discussion on spiritual and justice topics; more varied times for such experiences rather than 
mostly at night. Create UUCS as a place for expanded knowledge in spirituality. 

would somehow like to see more diversity in the members 

I suppose just what I stated above: A focus on building more diversity in the congregation.   

UUCS will grow in numbers, financial support and support of social justice needs. 

for it to remain a safe space for so many that need it and continue to grow 

Continue offering Salem a home for liberal theology in Salem.  Balancing the many pulling needs and desires across the 
humanist and spiritual concerns of our members and community. Providing a warm, loving and welcoming light to all 
those in need. 

More studies of the 7 principals 
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Finding more people that would be interested in a congregation like ours.  Especially getting more diversity would be 
nice. 

I would like the UUCS to continue to be the liberal, social-justice-minded organization that drew me to its doorstep 
nearly 30 years ago. 

I hope that UUCS will be able to attract more Diversity.  I do not know how that can be accomplished. 

More organization of the teams and more membership.  I will personally look into recruiting on the campus at which I 
work. 

We hope that UUCS will be successful in building the house across the street to help the homeless community. 

We would donate money and time. 

I just hope I will be able to continue to attend as long as possible.  Alzheimer's is scary and unpredictable, and I am very 
stressed in taking care of my remaining parent. 

Continued leadership from minister & volunteers 

I would like to see UUCS continue to grow in terms of membership. The greater the membership, the more programs 
and activities can be offered and supported. Membership retention is very important. Also, as stated above, I'd like to 
see additional special events to encourage fellowship and friendship amongst the members of the congregation, and 
friends of UUCS. 

For UUCS to reach a larger community and attract new members. To offer greater variety of spiritual experiences. 

Fewer personal conflicts within the Congregation over policies and directions. 

That the UU message will be made known to more people in our community, that UUCS will achieve expansion in the 
five growth areas of our strategic plan. 

Would like to see us connecting with more people and groups outside of UUCS, partly to increase our membership, but 
also to extend our progressive influence. 

I hope we can become a congregation with diversity among us that includes a wider variety of backgrounds. 

Continue with quality ministry, music, social justice awareness, Share the Plate 

I see an energized core, new members, Rick Davis, Board, Committees all doing well in leading. 

Keep on going as is. No changes. Very happy with how things are. Love Rick’s messages 

integrated membership with opportunities for enriching membership relationships. 

Hopes for UUCS to be a strong spiritual home (versus social club) engaged in the welfare of the community and in broad 
current justice issues. Since I can't drive at night and have some health limitations, I can only assist in day-time 
discussion and planning groups. 

Clarify principals so decisions are made using them. 

Growth in numbers as well as growth in vision on how we help those in our own congregation not just the world at large 

Growth in connecting people spiritually as well as in relations with others.  Also  fostering the growth of new leaders 
within UUCS.  Be involved and find others to be involved. 

Retain existing members. Follow up with members not attending. 

I hope the turmoil created by the UUA will lessen, and it will seem more like 'my' church again. 
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Habitat and Hope Village represents new height in the work that we do as a congregation.  I hope that we can pursue 
the learning of more effective compassionate empathic communication in an intentional and deliberate manner 
(workshops and practice groups) as an integral part of emulating case management for our homeless neighbors. 

More members and more emphasis on spiritual growth 

Hope to get more involved 

That we will continue to work toward the goals stated in our mission statement. I will continue to support UUCS 
financially and to volunteer when I can, as I presently do. 

We become more programmatic,  that the high goals of the strategic plan are accomplished. 

I think the church and congregation will need to come to terms with the conflicts raised by The Gadfly Papers, the 
response to the Papers and the larger conflicts within UU and UUA.  issue of storage needs to addressed. I'd like to see 
Affliated Groups such as Recovery Dharma, etc. take a more active role in service with activities such as the 
Congregational Dinner. 

I'd love to see greater racial and cultural diversity in our congregation and an even deeper commitment to social justice, 
environmental and food justice, and more impact on the crisis of unsheltered people. For my own part, I've felt 
disheartened by the lack of interest and participation in the past when I've made efforts. Right now, I feel like the one 
thing I can offer to contribute is helping to integrate the addiction ministry with the larger congregation, perhaps by 
recruiting Recovery Dharma members to volunteer for Sunday coffee service. 

That it become far more diverse in race, age, gender and faith. UUCS is terrific at welcoming people. And though I don't 
want our tradition of non-prosyletizing to change, I do believe we can do a much better job of making the Willamette 
Valley community aware of us. More public events of all kinds at UUCS is a key element, I think. And concertedly going 
into specific environments where we're trying to attract new attendees in order to advertise is key. I would be 
interested in putting my efforts there. 

I would hope that UUCS members would unify and embrace UU's long tradition of social justice and activism. After 
working hard on this for nearly 3 years I am convinced that this is a fruitless effort. 

While growth is not always good in itself and it can present its own problems (parking, for example), I would like to 
UUCS increase its membership as more and more people in the greater Salem community find out about it and resonate 
with its values and want to become a part of its community.  Each of us can help this happen by telling others (in our 
families, friendships, or other groups) about UUCS and why we attend services there. 

I suspect we will need to allow Rick to retire and meet the challenge of calling a new minister. That will be a big change! 
Always there is work to be done to be an inclusive, welcoming,  and learning community.  I value the talent and 
inspiration of this community so to the extent that I am able I will take on responsibilities where needed and called. 

Growing numbers, increased participation in the existing teams. 

In the next 3 to 5 years I’d like to see UUCS become more involved in the community, we will probably be hiring or 
getting close to hiring a new minister. And strengthening our RE department. By being there and helping out as much as 
possible. 

 

Facilities 

To see us have use of our building and grounds instead of bowing to the Kaleidoscope and having displacement of our 
school children from their quarters. We have bowed to money. 



 18

I would like to see more families with children, especially young families. I hope we can greatly upgrade the kitchen so 
we can offer breakfast or lunch to the congregation periodically. 

Additional space is created for homeless, safe egress is provided for better site use, signage is reconciled to highlight the 
UUCS as primary and all other orgs under its auspices 

We have made major contributions to building/repairing UUCS infrastructure because we believe its important. We 
hope others step up to help 

I dream of a congregation who has a  vision and commitment to an inspired landscape design that brings people 
together rather than creating  opposing camps.  I hope many more members will honestly review their ability to 
financially support our congregation.      

diversity across ethnicities. Currently, working on bringing more diversity via Aztec dance. 

My focus in on planet survival. I would like to see solar panels on the church. 

 

Board/governance 

continue to build membership 

Growing congregation, strong Sunday school. 

I hope everyone would read the monthly UUCS Newsletter. We all have a responsibility to be informed about our 
congregation. 

I hope divisiveness, resentments, interference, plain rudeness among certain committee functionaries could be resolved, 
with stronger leadership. 

I hope that UUCS can diversify in more ways than Gender/Sex, race, ethnicity, etc. I hope that UUCS can become more 
organized so it is clear who is in charge of what and where to go to get needs met or to volunteer. 

More young families.  More political and racial diversity in the congregation.  More outreach to the community. 

To see us have use of our building and grounds instead of bowing to the Kaleidoscope and having displacement of our 
school children from their quarters. We have bowed to money. 

As mentioned above, more diversity of cultures, music, and age groups. not sure how to do this but we appear to be 
mostly older and white. 

Attract more families and more diversity in general. Perhaps some activities for adult singles. Not sure how I can help, 
but I will think on that. 

Helping with fund raising 

Just retired. Hope to attend more services 

More families with children, the congregation is generally older and needs to attract more younger members to remain 
sustainable. I have not yet figured out how to help make this happen, but I know I want to be more involved. 

A resource and liberal and spiritual home for the community. Monetarily. 

I want UUCS to continue to participate in social justice issues locally, and to encourage each of us to rise to be our best 
selves.  I will remain fully engaged in local activities pertaining to homelessness, refugees, and those who are 
marginalized.  And, I will support UUCS in making sure the national organization does not brand our precious religious 
movement with the label of " White Supremacist organization", which is the antithesis of what I believe it to be. 
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More RE options for adults. Spiritual beginnings occur at all ages. Younger, more diverse congregation. More community 
engagement 

My vision is continued improvement of the goals set, and the creation of more community interaction. 

UUCS will grow in numbers, financial support and support of social justice needs. 

I would like to see UU grow. I am assisting this by offering a smile and talking with new people. 

Work on diversifying the congregation. Host and continue to open up spaces to create appeal to this place of worship. 

would somehow like to see more diversity in the members 

I suppose just what I stated above: A focus on building more diversity in the congregation.   

To distance itself from the UUA/UUMA, to see that UUCS has helped out more in our greater community at large. I will 
be able to help as needed. 

Additional space is created for homeless, safe egress is provided for better site use, signage is reconciled to highlight the 
UUCS as primary and all other orgs under its auspices 

It's too soon for those not directly involved to know how much  Having a congregational administrator can help us fill in 
some blanks.  It's good a new RE Team chair is active; we also need a talented and sympathetic RE director--ideally 
someone who can do what Christi did and even more!  Does that mean two people.  Adult programming seems to be 
going pretty well, thanks to various volunteers.  UUs might not want a paid leader organizing that--but some volunteers 
might want professional advice on occasion. 

Finding more people that would be interested in a congregation like ours.  Especially getting more diversity would be 
nice. 

I hope that UUCS will be able to attract more Diversity.  I do not know how that can be accomplished. 

More organization of the teams and more membership.  I will personally look into recruiting on the campus at which I 
work. 

Continued leadership from minister & volunteers 

I would like to see UUCS continue to grow in terms of membership. The greater the membership, the more programs 
and activities can be offered and supported. Membership retention is very important. Also, as stated above, I'd like to 
see additional special events to encourage fellowship and friendship amongst the members of the congregation, and 
friends of UUCS. 

For UUCS to reach a larger community and attract new members. To offer greater variety of spiritual experiences. 

Fewer personal conflicts within the Congregation over policies and directions. 

That the UU message will be made known to more people in our community, that UUCS will achieve expansion in the 
five growth areas of our strategic plan. 

Would like to see us connecting with more people and groups outside of UUCS, partly to increase our membership, but 
also to extend our progressive influence. 

I hope we can become a congregation with diversity among us that includes a wider variety of backgrounds. 

Continue with quality ministry, music, social justice awareness, Share the Plate 

That we will continue to work toward the goals stated in our mission statement. I will continue to support UUCS 
financially and to volunteer when I can, as I presently do. 
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We have made major contributions to building/repairing UUCS infrastructure because we believe its important. We 
hope others step up to help 

Pay staff & minister better. 

I hope that UUCS will be able to partner with/support Habitat & Hope 

I see an energized core, new members, Rick Davis, Board, Committees all doing well in leading. 

Keep on going as is. No changes. Very happy with how things are. Love Rick’s messages 

integrated membership with opportunities for enriching membership relationships. 

Hopes for UUCS to be a strong spiritual home (versus social club) engaged in the welfare of the community and in broad 
current justice issues. Since I can't drive at night and have some health limitations, I can only assist in day-time 
discussion and planning groups. 

Financial and membership stability. 

Clarify principals so decisions are made using them. 

Growth in numbers as well as growth in vision on how we help those in our own congregation not just the world at large 

Continue social justice activities. I attend some. Continue working with the unfortunate . I could start a gardening club 

I dream of a congregation who has a  vision and commitment to an inspired landscape design that brings people 
together rather than creating  opposing camps.  I hope many more members will honestly review their ability to 
financially support our congregation.      

Growth in connecting people spiritually as well as in relations with others.  Also  fostering the growth of new leaders 
within UUCS.  Be involved and find others to be involved. 

Retain existing members. Follow up with members not attending. 

My hope's for UUCS are for continued success and solid membership growth.   I plan on becoming a active member in 
the next year.  I  have already participated in several volunteer activities.    

Like to see congregation grow. 

I hope the turmoil created by the UUA will lessen, and it will seem more like 'my' church again. 

Habitat and Hope Village represents new height in the work that we do as a congregation.  I hope that we can pursue 
the learning of more effective compassionate empathic communication in an intentional and deliberate manner 
(workshops and practice groups) as an integral part of emulating case management for our homeless neighbors. 

More members and more emphasis on spiritual growth 

We become more programmatic,  that the high goals of the strategic plan are accomplished. 

I think the church and congregation will need to come to terms with the conflicts raised by The Gadfly Papers, the 
response to the Papers and the larger conflicts within UU and UUA.  issue of storage needs to addressed. I'd like to see 
Affiliated Groups such as Recovery Dharma, etc. take a more active role in service with activities such as the 
Congregational Dinner. 

I'd love to see greater racial and cultural diversity in our congregation and an even deeper commitment to social justice, 
environmental and food justice, and more impact on the crisis of unsheltered people. For my own part, I've felt 
disheartened by the lack of interest and participation in the past when I've made efforts. Right now, I feel like the one 



 21

thing I can offer to contribute is helping to integrate the addiction ministry with the larger congregation, perhaps by 
recruiting Recovery Dharma members to volunteer for Sunday coffee service. 

I’d like to see good office staff and a DRE hired. I don’t know how the organization could get tightened up, but I’m 
hearing it’s in chaos now. I’d like to see more fun, social things happening. I’d like to see people come and stay. And 
more families - more children and youth. 

That it become far more diverse in race, age, gender and faith. UUCS is terrific at welcoming people. And though I don't 
want our tradition of non-prosyletizing to change, I do believe we can do a much better job of making the Willamette 
Valley community aware of us. More public events of all kinds at UUCS is a key element, I think. And concertedly going 
into specific environments where we're trying to attract new attendees in order to advertise is key. I would be 
interested in putting my efforts there. 

Nothing too specific.  I think we've come a long way since our FUSSO days.  I hope to continue to support the church 
financially and by helping where I can. 

diversity across ethnicities. Currently, working on bringing more diversity via Aztec dance. 

I would hope that UUCS members would unify and embrace UU's long tradition of social justice and activism. After 
working hard on this for nearly 3 years I am convinced that this is a fruitless effort. 

Well paid staff.  I will help by increasing my pledge.  

While growth is not always good in itself and it can present its own problems (parking, for example), I would like to 
UUCS increase its membership as more and more people in the greater Salem community find out about it and resonate 
with its values and want to become a part of its community.  Each of us can help this happen by telling others (in our 
families, friendships, or other groups) about UUCS and why we attend services there. 

I suspect we will need to allow Rick to retire and meet the challenge of calling a new minister. That will be a big change! 
Always there is work to be done to be an inclusive, welcoming,  and learning community.  I value the talent and 
inspiration of this community so to the extent that I am able I will take on responsibilities where needed and called. 

Growing numbers, increased participation in the existing teams. 

My focus in on planet survival. I would like to see solar panels on the church. 

More financial stability.  Prioritize endowments and staff compensation.  We do a lot with our funds for other people 
and organizations, and that's great, but we can't continue to do that if we don't look after our own health. 

In the next 3 to 5 years I’d like to see UUCS become more involved in the community, we will probably be hiring or 
getting close to hiring a new minister. And strengthening our RE department. By being there and helping out as much as 
possible. 

 

RE 

Growing congregation, strong Sunday school. 

More young families.  More political and racial diversity in the congregation.  More outreach to the community. 

To see us have use of our building and grounds instead of bowing to the Kaleidoscope and having displacement of our 
school children from their quarters. We have bowed to money. 

As mentioned above, more diversity of cultures, music, and age groups. not sure how to do this but we appear to be 
mostly older and white. 
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Attract more families and more diversity in general. Perhaps some activities for adult singles. Not sure how I can help, 
but I will think on that. 

More families with children, the congregation is generally older and needs to attract more younger members to remain 
sustainable. I have not yet figured out how to help make this happen, but I know I want to be more involved. 

I would like to see an expanded program for my young teens. 

I would like to see more families with children, especially young families. I hope we can greatly upgrade the kitchen so 
we can offer breakfast or lunch to the congregation periodically. 

More RE options for adults. Spiritual beginnings occur at all ages. Younger, more diverse congregation. More community 
engagement 

be more welcoming to new members but don't pounce on them as fresh bodies to do work. when I first signed on I 
didn't feel welcome from the organization, no newsletter, no notice for into classes etc. 

I would love to see the kids invite their good friends. We need more children at UUCS! 

More gatherings, classes, discussion on spiritual and justice topics; more varied times for such experiences rather than 
mostly at night. Create UUCS as a place for expanded knowledge in spirituality. 

More studies of the 7 principals 

It's too soon for those not directly involved to know how much  Having a congregational administrator can help us fill in 
some blanks.  It's good a new RE Team chair is active; we also need a talented and sympathetic RE director--ideally 
someone who can do what Christi did and even more!  Does thqat mean two people.  Adult programming seems to be 
going pretty well, thanks to various volunteers.  UUs might not want a paid leader organizing that--but some volunteers 
might want professional advice on occasion. 

For UUCS to reach a larger community and attract new members. To offer greater variety of spiritual experiences. 

A strong LRE program with a critical mass of kids at all ages and programming for the whole lifespan. (Serving on this 
team) 

A vibrant and connected RE program.  Happy to do what I can. 

Habitat and Hope Village represents new height in the work that we do as a congregation.  I hope that we can pursue 
the learning of more effective compassionate empathic communication in an intentional and deliberate manner 
(workshops and practice groups) as an integral part of emulating case management for our homeless neighbors. 

I’d like to see good office staff and a DRE hired. I don’t know how the organization could get tightened up, but I’m 
hearing it’s in chaos now. I’d like to see more fun, social things happening. I’d like to see people come and stay. And 
more families - more children and youth. 

That we hire a qualified RE director and we are able to attract more young families and children. 

In the next 3 to 5 years I’d like to see UUCS become more involved in the community, we will probably be hiring or 
getting close to hiring a new minister. And strengthening our RE department. By being there and helping out as much as 
possible. 

 

Social Justice 

As mentioned above, more diversity of cultures, music, and age groups. not sure how to do this but we appear to be 
mostly older and white. 
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I see this congregation being a leader in Salem, not just on homelessness and refugees, but also on climate change and 
its relationship to social justice. Reparations! Criminal justice reform! I'm passionate about this. 

My vision is continued improvement of the goals set, and the creation of more community interaction. 

I want UUCS to continue to participate in social justice issues locally, and to encourage each of us to rise to be our best 
selves.  I will remain fully engaged in local activities pertaining to homelessness, refugees, and those who are 
marginalized.  And, I will support UUCS in making sure the national organization does not brand our precious religious 
movement with the label of " White Supremacist organization", which is the antithesis of what I believe it to be. 

UUCS will grow in numbers, financial support and support of social justice needs. 

Continue offering Salem a home for liberal theology in Salem.  Balancing the many pulling needs and desires across the 
humanist and spiritual concerns of our members and community. Providing a warm, loving and welcoming light to all 
those in need. 

To distance itself from the UUA/UUMA, to see that UUCS has helped out more in our greater community at large. I will 
be able to help as needed. 

Additional space is created for homeless, safe egress is provided for better site use, signage is reconciled to highlight the 
UUCS as primary and all other orgs under its auspices 

I would like the UUCS to continue to be the liberal, social-justice-minded organization that drew me to its doorstep 
nearly 30 years ago. 

We hope that UUCS will be successful in building the house across the street to help the homeless community. 

We would donate money and time. 

I am excited about the transitional housing project! I am planning to contribute financially and will volunteer in other 
capacities when I can. 

I hope UUCS will continue to support social justice issues in the local community and beyond. 

Continue with quality ministry, music, social justice awareness, Share the Plate 

I hope that UUCS will be able to partner with/support Habitat & Hope 

Hopes for UUCS to be a strong spiritual home (versus social club) engaged in the welfare of the community and in broad 
current justice issues. Since I can't drive at night and have some health limitations, I can only assist in day-time 
discussion and planning groups. 

Growth in numbers as well as growth in vision on how we help those in our own congregation not just the world at large 

Continue social justice activities. I attend some. Continue working with the unfortunate . I could start a gardening club 

Habitat and Hope Village represents new height in the work that we do as a congregation.  I hope that we can pursue 
the learning of more effective compassionate empathic communication in an intentional and deliberate manner 
(workshops and practice groups) as an integral part of emulating case management for our homeless neighbors. 

I'd love to see greater racial and cultural diversity in our congregation and an even deeper commitment to social justice, 
environmental and food justice, and more impact on the crisis of unsheltered people. For my own part, I've felt 
disheartened by the lack of interest and participation in the past when I've made efforts. Right now, I feel like the one 
thing I can offer to contribute is helping to integrate the addiction ministry with the larger congregation, perhaps by 
recruiting Recovery Dharma members to volunteer for Sunday coffee service. 

Support Habitat and Hope to fruition 
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Leader in immigrant justice 

I would hope that UUCS members would unify and embrace UU's long tradition of social justice and activism. After 
working hard on this for nearly 3 years I am convinced that this is a fruitless effort. 

In the next 3 to 5 years I’d like to see UUCS become more involved in the community, we will probably be hiring or 
getting close to hiring a new minister. And strengthening our RE department. By being there and helping out as much as 
possible. 

Unsure about what to do with these . . . 

???  Not sure. 

I have to think more about this before answering. 

I have none until after the November presidential election. 

I am not much of a "dreamer" nor "vision" sort of person! 

continue with my presence 

N/A 

Nothing specific 

I don't know. 

Not sure 

I am not into dreams and visions at the present time.   

Keep on doing what it's doing 

haven't really thought about it 

Not applicable to my thinking. 

NA 

 

10) How would you be able and willing to assist in meeting these goals? Please click on this link 
office@uusalem.org for more information or to contact the office about volunteer opportunities. 

Worship 

I am grateful for having found a fellowship where spiritual exploration is welcome, and members are not governed by an 
authoritarian and intolerant spiritual dogma. 

I appreciate everyone in the congregation very much.   

I am concerned that a few people, actually two that I can think of, seem to control most of the activities in the church. 
I'm concerned that we see one way of being welcoming and don't seem to be concerned that it pushes some people 
away. I am grateful for all those who give so much of their time and talents to the running of the church. We have an 
amazing minister and office staff. Our music director is such a blessing. I hope we get an RE director soon. We are a 
blessed community, a generous community, and a humble community.   
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I am extremely grateful to Rev Rick for his warm, generous and loving heart. He is the heart and soul of UUCS. I also 
deeply appreciate the worship team and their increasing roles in service, readings, sermons and their delightful sense of 
joy, wonder and exploration. I am concerned that the music, though it is wonderful, may not appeal to younger 
members and ethnic minorities. I deeply respect and admire the music director and choir but sometimes the music 
seems a bit like traditional Christian, sort of old fashioned sounding (?) music, and I worry that this might not appeal to 
all. But having said that, I am impressed by her great talent and phenomenal dedication, and professionalism. Love the 
guest musicians too. UUCS is an amazing place and I am grateful to be a member, thank you. 

I'm welcomed with opened arms. 

I am so thankful for the space and the experience there. thank you.   

Grateful for members who give of their time and abilities in so many different ways. 

Thank you all for your hard work! 

I think the time with children in the service can be improved. It would help if the adult was sitting and not standing 
above them looking down - be more at their physical level. Perhaps they could all sit on the edge of the stage. (The 
candle table would need to be located further back?) Also, perhaps we could seek bequests to fund musical 
performances in the weeks that the choir does not perform, such as Willamette music students who might appreciate 
such an opportunity to perform before an audience and t earn a bit in the process. 

I'm thankful that UUCS is here in Salem and is open to and accepting of a wide range of beliefs. 

I have yet to hear of or receive any information on an emergency plan for the members and guests in the church. There 
should be an evacuation plan and a training/practice exercise periodically to deal with an emergency. Also is there a plan 
to deal with an earthquake or sever storm when people might be trapped in the building? Leadership needs to create a 
plan with community resources and present that plan to the congregation at regular intervals!! 

Evening service would be nice or broadcast live on YouTube. Many want the sermon but cannot attend in person. Very 
little else is required from an infrastructure perspective to increase the reach of our Sunday services to more people. 

I am especially grateful for the friends I've met.  I also appreciate Rick, the office staff, and all the volunteers that make 
the services, special events, and social justice projects work. 

I am grateful for the open door that let me in and offered activities of community. 

I love the caring, fellowship and the love from the congregation and Rick. I attend  Alanon meetings regularly and feel 
there is a lot of extension between this organization and our congregation. For that I am grateful and feel spiritually. 

Thank you to all who do the work of keeping UUCS organized and functioning and available to all people.  UUCS is a 
precious part of my life, and I appreciate being able to support UUCS in my own way. 

Grateful for the friends and the spiritual growth I have. 

I have been very pleased with the sermons since I started coming to services. Pastor Rick is a great speaker. I love that 
his sermons come from a personal place, and he gives me a lot to think about. This is the only church I’ve attended that 
has made me want to return the next week. I thought it was a myth that people actually enjoyed church. I thought it was 
just something people tolerated. It was for me. But this has been a good experience. 

I am very grateful for what UUCS already is. 

My heart is full of gratitude for all experiences I have had at UUCS.  I am growing spiritually and trying to live in an 
elevated state of joy, love, kindness, forgiveness etc. 
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So many beautiful people to thank, I haven’t the words. My deep appreciation for the continued presence, warmth and 
fellowship. 

Our congregation's support of the Gadfly papers is saddening.  The number of sermons this year regarding the papers vs 
how many sermons we have had addressing cultural issues in our community is indicative of a congregation who would 
rather put up a rainbow sticker then do the work to be an ally. 

I am full of gratitude that Reverend Rick is Todd Eckloff’s good officer and that we have an opportunity to see what is 
truly going on with the UUA 

UUCS should communicate better what's going on.  What problems is the organization grappling with?  How can people 
help, or make their suggestions or concerns known?  Don't be afraid to use Sunday service as a platform. 

Just better choice of songs from the hymnal.  I think we would attract more young people if the music was more modern 
and up-beat. 

Rick's sermons, are emotionally rich as well as thought provoking. The work of so many volunteers keeps it all going. It 
feels like everyone is valued here. 

Gratitude for the expansive philosophy of UU, the contributions of Rev. Rick, Worship Team, and Choir. My concern is 
having enough members to keep UUCS vital and active. 

Oh, I am ever so grateful for the way I have been warmly welcomed into the congregation and filled with such though-
provoking sermons and conversations each week. In a works so full of divisiveness and sorrow, UUCS has consistently 
offered love. What could be better than that? 

It is fantastic the UUCS is here for all of us to worship as best we can. 

Just amazed UUCS exists -  

Touches my heart every time I step through the door! 

I enjoy most homily's, particularly Rick's. 

Appreciate how everyone works hard to make a lovely atmosphere both in the physical and spiritual sense. 

germs germs germs - how to NOT shake hands without hurting people's feelings.  Do not encourage this activity. 

Concern--seems to make light of those people who are introverts. 

Gratitude--extends acceptance of the diversity of human nature. 

Appreciate the opportunities UUCS offers to grow spiritually and in other interests of one’s life 

The Gadfly papers were talked about too much.  Hearing gossip about what is going on the board distressing. Chose to 
do a yoga class instead of coming to church because of this. 

UUCS encourages me to live a life of  gratitude.  I feel attending UUCS helps me to be a better person to myself and to 
others. 

I want to say thank you to you all for creating a place where people like us can belong.  I also want to ask you to please 
try harder.  Peace. 

I am thankful for the friends I am starting to make. I love the services and spirituality. I am filled with joy and gratitude 
when I am there. 

I’m on the Worship team, and I think it is a good, quality team. I’d like to figure out how to get more members 
interested in being on the team. 
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Music 

I am concerned that a few people, actually two that I can think of, seem to control most of the activities in the church. 
I'm concerned that we see one way of being welcoming and don't seem to be concerned that it pushes some people 
away. I am grateful for all those who give so much of their time and talents to the running of the church. We have an 
amazing minister and office staff. Our music director is such a blessing. I hope we get an RE director soon. We are a 
blessed community, a generous community, and a humble community.   

I am extremely grateful to Rev Rick for his warm, generous and loving heart. He is the heart and soul of UUCS. I also 
deeply appreciate the worship team and their increasing roles in service, readings, sermons and their delightful sense of 
joy, wonder and exploration. I am concerned that the music, though it is wonderful, may not appeal to younger 
members and ethnic minorities. I deeply respect and admire the music director and choir but sometimes the music 
seems a bit like traditional Christian, sort of old fashioned sounding (?) music, and I worry that this might not appeal to 
all. But having said that, I am impressed by her great talent and phenomenal dedication, and professionalism. Love the 
guest musicians too. UUCS is an amazing place and I am grateful to be a member, thank you. 

I think the time with children in the service can be improved. It would help if the adult was sitting and not standing 
above them looking down - be more at their physical level. Perhaps they could all sit on the edge of the stage. (The 
candle table would need to be located further back?) Also, perhaps we could seek bequests to fund musical 
performances in the weeks that the choir does not perform, such as Willamette music students who might appreciate 
such an opportunity to perform before an audience and t earn a bit in the process. 

I am especially grateful for the friends I've met.  I also appreciate Rick, the office staff, and all the volunteers that make 
the services, special events, and social justice projects work. 

Just better choice of songs from the hymnal.  I think we would attract more young people if the music was more modern 
and up-beat. 

Gratitude for the expansive philosophy of UU, the contributions of Rev. Rick, Worship Team, and Choir. My concern is 
having enough members to keep UUCS vital and active. 

I am grateful for the current music staff and hope they receive the support they need to continue. 

 

Office 

Thank you to all who do the work of keeping UUCS organized and functioning and available to all people.  UUCS is a 
precious part of my life, and I appreciate being able to support UUCS in my own way. 

I appreciate the work of all the "unseen" volunteers who put out the newsletter, etc. And the paid staff. 

 

Rick/ministerial 

I am grateful for having found a fellowship where spiritual exploration is welcome, and members are not governed by an 
authoritarian and intolerant spiritual dogma. 

Thanks for all the work that is accomplished 

Implicit bias may exist at UUCS as it does everywhere. No person should have to put up with being viewed with possible 
suspicion while simply doing their job. 
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Much disillusionment with greater UU association's excessive political correctness, as displayed in "Gadfly" issue, and 
deeply resentful of their claim of "white supremacy" in our church. (If they insist, I am so out the door!) Grateful for Rev. 
Rick's counter stance on freedom of conscience. Just wish he'd be more thorough and active in sorting out 
aforementioned interpersonal conflicts among committees, etc. (UUCS has lost some good people, and is on brink of 
losing us as well. 

I appreciate everyone in the congregation very much.   

I am concerned that a few people, actually two that I can think of, seem to control most of the activities in the church. 
I'm concerned that we see one way of being welcoming and don't seem to be concerned that it pushes some people 
away. I am grateful for all those who give so much of their time and talents to the running of the church. We have an 
amazing minister and office staff. Our music director is such a blessing. I hope we get an RE director soon. We are a 
blessed community, a generous community, and a humble community.   

I will relate these to Rick as the board would not hear my concerns.  Glad to see new leadership as our congregation 
represents an important resource for support of morals and source or [of?] inspiration. 

I am extremely grateful to Rev Rick for his warm, generous and loving heart. He is the heart and soul of UUCS. I also 
deeply appreciate the worship team and their increasing roles in service, readings, sermons and their delightful sense of 
joy, wonder and exploration. I am concerned that the music, though it is wonderful, may not appeal to younger 
members and ethnic minorities. I deeply respect and admire the music director and choir but sometimes the music 
seems a bit like traditional Christian, sort of old fashioned sounding (?) music, and I worry that this might not appeal to 
all. But having said that, I am impressed by her great talent and phenomenal dedication, and professionalism. Love the 
guest musicians too. UUCS is an amazing place and I am grateful to be a member, thank you. 

I'm welcomed with opened arms. 

I am so thankful for the space and the experience there. thank you.   

I appreciate the freedom to discuss and learn more about various faith traditions in an accepting and loving 
environment. 

Grateful for members who give of their time and abilities in so many different ways. 

Thank you all for your hard work! 

I think the time with children in the service can be improved. It would help if the adult was sitting and not standing 
above them looking down - be more at their physical level. Perhaps they could all sit on the edge of the stage. (The 
candle table would need to be located further back?) Also, perhaps we could seek bequests to fund musical 
performances in the weeks that the choir does not perform, such as Willamette music students who might appreciate 
such an opportunity to perform before an audience and t earn a bit in the process. 

I'm thankful that UUCS is here in Salem and is open to and accepting of a wide range of beliefs. 

I have yet to hear of or receive any information on an emergency plan for the members and guests in the church. There 
should be an evacuation plan and a training/practice exercise periodically to deal with an emergency. Also is there a plan 
to deal with an earthquake or sever storm when people might be trapped in the building? Leadership needs to create a 
plan with community resources and present that plan to the congregation at regular intervals!! 

Evening service would be nice or broadcast live on YouTube. Many want the sermon but cannot attend in person. Very 
little else is required from an infrastructure perspective to increase the reach of our Sunday services to more people. 

I am especially grateful for the friends I've met.  I also appreciate Rick, the office staff, and all the volunteers that make 
the services, special events, and social justice projects work. 
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I am grateful for the open door that let me in and offered activities of community. 

So grateful for UUCS.  Conflict resolution might be a good practice to teach the congregation. 

I love the caring, fellowship and the love from the congregation and Rick. I attend  Alanon meetings regularly and feel 
there is a lot of extension between this organization and our congregation. For that I am grateful and feel spiritually. 

Thank you to all who do the work of keeping UUCS organized and functioning and available to all people.  UUCS is a 
precious part of my life, and I appreciate being able to support UUCS in my own way. 

UUCS is rarity in its continual work for social justice, without steadfast to dogmas. I will defend its work! 

Grateful for UU's acceptance of total humanity in all its forms. 

Grateful for the friends and the spiritual growth I have. 

I have been very pleased with the sermons since I started coming to services. Pastor Rick is a great speaker. I love that 
his sermons come from a personal place, and he gives me a lot to think about. This is the only church I’ve attended that 
has made me want to return the next week. I thought it was a myth that people actually enjoyed church. I thought it was 
just something people tolerated. It was for me. But this has been a good experience. 

I am very grateful for what UUCS already is. 

My heart is full of gratitude for all experiences I have had at UUCS.  I am growing spiritually and trying to live in an 
elevated state of joy, love, kindness, forgiveness etc. 

So many beautiful people to thank, I haven’t the words. My deep appreciation for the continued presence, warmth and 
fellowship. 

Our congregation's support of the Gadfly papers is saddening.  The number of sermons this year regarding the papers vs 
how many sermons we have had addressing cultural issues in our community is indicative of a congregation who would 
rather put up a rainbow sticker then do the work to be an ally. 

I am full of gratitude that Reverend Rick is Todd Eckloff’s good officer and that we have an opportunity to see what is 
truly going on with the UUA 

Grateful for community if [of??] UUCS ; concerned w/ pastoral management and inequitable treatment of site and 
building space use. 

I'm very lonely. Nobody ever recognizes me or knows who I am when I attend. When i went with my daughter they 
always knew who she was. I am hesitant in becoming a member because i never know how long i will live in Salem. But i 
crave community. I have no friends. I wish i did. I'm not sure if i will keep going. 

UUCS should communicate better what's going on.  What problems is the organization grappling with?  How can people 
help, or make their suggestions or concerns known?  Don't be afraid to use Sunday service as a platform. 

One concern is that we have many older members (quite a few have grown gray along with Rev. Rick) who are cutting 
back on their volunteering and a number of youngish parents who want good RE for their young children but may not 
want to volunteer for RE.  See also my response to question 9. Thanks to Rick and Jo and Emma--and Craig--and the 
Facilities Team--and all the other teams! 

Just better choice of songs from the hymnal.  I think we would attract more young people if the music was more modern 
and up-beat. 

Thank you for being open to the ideas/fears/concerns of the friends & members of the UUCS community. 

I am grateful that UUCS exists in Salem for those who want religious freedom. 
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Rick is wonderful. The church is beautiful and we are grateful for our UUC family. 

Gratitude for openness and sense of justice 

I'm so happy to be a part of this community and I love getting to know more people here. 

I thank you all for being so supportive.  I love Rick, and the great job he did on my father’s memorial.  If it weren't for 
Rick, I wouldn't have anything to lure Mom into attendance!  The connections group is also good and welcoming.  Thank 
you all for your love and concern. 

Rick gives amazing in conducting memorial services b 

Rick's sermons, are emotionally rich as well as thought provoking. The work of so many volunteers keeps it all going. It 
feels like everyone is valued here. 

Gratitude for the expansive philosophy of UU, the contributions of Rev. Rick, Worship Team, and Choir. My concern is 
having enough members to keep UUCS vital and active. 

Thank you so much for making space available to the Compassionate Mind Sangha and the Salem Zen Center 

I appreciate UUCS being a liberal beacon in this area, and I very much appreciate Rick's compassion and skill as a 
minister. 

Grateful for Rick, his spiritual leadership, and his relationship with me and my kids. Concerned about not having enough 
families with young children. 

I'm so very thankful for UUCS and so worried that we are largely a congregation of senior age people, that there is so 
much need in the world for institutions like ours and so little general knowledge that we exist. 

Oh, I am ever so grateful for the way I have been warmly welcomed into the congregation and filled with such though-
provoking sermons and conversations each week. In a works so full of divisiveness and sorrow, UUCS has consistently 
offered love. What could be better than that? 

It is fantastic the UUCS is here for all of us to worship as best we can. 

Just amazed UUCS exists -  

Touches my heart every time I step through the door! 

I enjoy most homily's, particularly Rick's. 

Appreciate how everyone works hard to make a lovely atmosphere both in the physical and spiritual sense. 

germs germs germs - how to NOT shake hands without hurting people's feelings.  Do not encourage this activity. 

Concern--seems to make light of those people who are introverts. 

Gratitude--extends acceptance of the diversity of human nature. 

Appreciation for Rick’s loving kindness and spiritual leadership. 

I love our building!! No matter what I am there for it is a place of peace and comfort. It would be great if we had some 
type of outreach for our members and friends such as a food pantry that they can access, or a clothes closet, or funds to 
help when they are in need of the bigger things that are not covered by other social agencies. 

Love that we're involved helping homeless families. 

Don’t ever retire Rick. You are the backbone of our progressive church community 
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I'm concerned about what kind of follow-up on members who seem to simply disappear.  Are calls or home visits made 
when we haven't seen members for a significant period of time.   There are issues of confidentiality, but can information 
be shared that would be helpful in giving help to those needing our support. 

Appreciate the opportunities UUCS offers to grow spiritually and in other interests of one’s life 

I have appreciated a warm welcome. 

Both Rick & the welcome group do a great job with that. 

The Gadfly papers were talked about too much.  Hearing gossip about what is going on the board distressing. Chose to 
do a yoga class instead of coming to church because of this. 

Thankful every day for my connection with such a wonderful group of people! 

Everyone has always been very friendly and welcoming.  As a two-parent working family with young kids we find we are 
often too frazzled to make many extra social plans at all and that includes church.  We've been interested in some of the 
family dinners you've offered, but haven't been able to attend because of the time they are offered.  Events that are on 
the weekends during lunch or afternoon would work better for us.  Our young kids have to go to bed early and a 6 pm 
dinner somewhere 20 minutes away doesn't really work for us. Also, summer is when we have more "down time" with 
fewer obligations.  We'd be interested in taking advantage of a summer camp opportunity as well, but the ones that 
have been offered have been when we are out of town. 

UUCS encourages me to live a life of  gratitude.  I feel attending UUCS helps me to be a better person to myself and to 
others. 

I'm grateful for our minister, Rick, who is fighting for the soul of UU against a power play to create a more 
fundamentalist future. 

Uucs it's a regular part of my life. I find the sermons usually have the effect of lifting me out of my own small world to 
become part of the larger social in spiritual world. I like seeing my friends regularly at uucs, and I value being able to do a 
small amount of committee work to support the congregation or its work in the broader community. 

I want to say thank you to you all for creating a place where people like us can belong.  I also want to ask you to please 
try harder.  Peace. 

I am thankful for the friends I am starting to make. I love the services and spirituality. I am filled with joy and gratitude 
when I am there. 

Thanks to our minister for excellent sermons and for acting with integrity. Thanks to all who give time to maintain our 
building and support our many programs. Thanks for friendship through the years. 

Thanks to  Rick for staying  around. Thanks to all the volunteers. 

I like the way most people seem to get along pretty well and are kind to one another. Disagreements seem to be 
resolved easily - at least to my limited experience. 

UUCS has been a solid, important resource in this community for decades for people who want an inclusive, loving and 
liberal interpretation for their spiritual expression. It is increasingly critical, particularly in times of appalling oppressive 
efforts by many in government and politics, like now, for us to continue to offer not only a safe respite and recharge 
haven but also to offer possibilities and opportunities to actively challenge that oppression. But to be that 'voice of 
reason', I believe we need to be, yes, aggressive (still without preaching) in our efforts to invite and welcome a much 
more diverse membership/friendverse . It's difficult in Salem but not impossible. 

I've always had concerns about taking on too much as a congregation, but I think I'm just built that way.  Not a worry, bu 
I know it probably will be a difficult transition when Rick retires--hope that's not for a while! 
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Love the open doors and compassion. Concern: Solidify a stronger social network that helps younger working  age folks 
to access opportunities as to stabilize and hence contribute further to UUCS mission. 

I appreciate the work of all the "unseen" volunteers who put out the newsletter, etc. And the paid staff. 

My main concern with UUCS is how people and committees criticize, and take actions that convey major disrespect and 
arrogance. 

I moved to Salem from the Midwest back in 1990.  In search of community, I visited the Unitarian Church (FUSSO) on 
19th Street one Sunday and got up the nerve to stick around for coffee afterwards.  A little old lady named Jane Fields 
approached me and we struck up a conversation.  I now had one friend at the Church, which was enough to keep me 
coming back.  Over the years, my network of friends has expanded, and the majority of my current friendships have 
originated in similar social interactions on Sundays.  Social justice and world betterment are important to me, but our 
community is what is most meaningful to me, it is what motivates me to come to Church each Sunday.  I am grateful to 
be a part of this community! 

As the UUCS population grows and new people join, I believe that the community needs to know about them, at the 
least, an introduction and written bio./ synopsis. 

I'm especially grateful for Rick's wise leadership.  I deeply appreciate many others in the congregation. 

I am simply and honestly grateful for the existence of such places of peace in such a stormy world.  

Thank you, it means and makes a true impact and difference! 

I am so very grateful to witness our minister's blossoming over the decades. He has worked hard but always with humor 
and a sense of perspective. His experience,  courage and calling to share and guide have been a blessing to our particular 
community as well as to the larger ones that he helps. Thank you! 

I think Rick is great! 

I am grateful for an open minded group of people where I can say what I feel. 

I'm not active enough to know of any issues. I'm just grateful the church exists and there's this community of very 
wonderful people I can connect with when I so desire. 

I am grateful for Rev Rick for all the help he has done with my wedding and all the help he’s given me over the last year. I 
am concerned about the RE department and how it’s weakened since Christi’s leaving. 

 

Facilities 

I have yet to hear of or receive any information on an emergency plan for the members and guests in the church. There 
should be an evacuation plan and a training/practice exercise periodically to deal with an emergency. Also is there a plan 
to deal with an earthquake or sever storm when people might be trapped in the building? Leadership needs to create a 
plan with community resources and present that plan to the congregation at regular intervals!! 

Grateful for community if [of??] UUCS ; concerned w/ pastoral management and inequitable treatment of site and 
building space use. 

germs germs germs - how to NOT shake hands without hurting people's feelings.  Do not encourage this activity. 
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One concern is that we have many older members (quite a few have grown gray along with Rev. Rick) who are cutting 
back on their volunteering and a number of youngish parents who want good RE for their young children but may not 
want to volunteer for RE.  See also my response to question 9. Thanks to Rick and Jo and Emma--and Craig--and the 
Facilities Team--and all the other teams! 

Rick is wonderful. The church is beautiful and we are grateful for our UUC family. 

I love our building!! No matter what I am there for it is a place of peace and comfort. It would be great if we had some 
type of outreach for our members and friends such as a food pantry that they can access, or a clothes closet, or funds to 
help when they are in need of the bigger things that are not covered by other social agencies. 

Thanks to our minister for excellent sermons and for acting with integrity. Thanks to all who give time to maintain our 
building and support our many programs. Thanks for friendship through the years. 
 
 
Board/governance 

I am grateful for having found a fellowship where spiritual exploration is welcome, and members are not governed by an 
authoritarian and intolerant spiritual dogma. 

Thanks for all the work that is accomplished 

Implicit bias may exist at UUCS as it does everywhere. No person should have to put up with being viewed with possible 
suspicion while simply doing their job. 

Much disillusionment with greater UU association's excessive political correctness, as displayed in "Gadfly" issue, and 
deeply resentful of their claim of "white supremacy" in our church. (If they insist, I am so out the door!) Grateful for Rev. 
Rick's counter stance on freedom of conscience. Just wish he'd be more thorough and active in sorting out 
aforementioned interpersonal conflicts among committees, etc. (UUCS has lost some good people, and is on brink of 
losing us as well. 

I appreciate everyone in the congregation very much.   

I am concerned that a few people, actually two that I can think of, seem to control most of the activities in the church. 
I'm concerned that we see one way of being welcoming and don't seem to be concerned that it pushes some people 
away. I am grateful for all those who give so much of their time and talents to the running of the church. We have an 
amazing minister and office staff. Our music director is such a blessing. I hope we get an RE director soon. We are a 
blessed community, a generous community, and a humble community.   

I will relate these to Rick as the board would not hear my concerns.  Glad to see new leadership as our congregation 
represents an important resource for support of morals and source or [of?] inspiration. 

I am extremely grateful to Rev Rick for his warm, generous and loving heart. He is the heart and soul of UUCS. I also 
deeply appreciate the worship team and their increasing roles in service, readings, sermons and their delightful sense of 
joy, wonder and exploration. I am concerned that the music, though it is wonderful, may not appeal to younger 
members and ethnic minorities. I deeply respect and admire the music director and choir but sometimes the music 
seems a bit like traditional Christian, sort of old fashioned sounding (?) music, and I worry that this might not appeal to 
all. But having said that, I am impressed by her great talent and phenomenal dedication, and professionalism. Love the 
guest musicians too. UUCS is an amazing place and I am grateful to be a member, thank you. 

I'm welcomed with opened arms. 

I am so thankful for the space and the experience there. thank you.   
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I appreciate the freedom to discuss and learn more about various faith traditions in an accepting and loving 
environment. 

Grateful for members who give of their time and abilities in so many different ways. 

Thank you all for your hard work! 

I'm thankful that UUCS is here in Salem and is open to and accepting of a wide range of beliefs. 

I have yet to hear of or receive any information on an emergency plan for the members and guests in the church. There 
should be an evacuation plan and a training/practice exercise periodically to deal with an emergency. Also is there a plan 
to deal with an earthquake or sever storm when people might be trapped in the building? Leadership needs to create a 
plan with community resources and present that plan to the congregation at regular intervals!! 

Evening service would be nice or broadcast live on YouTube. Many want the sermon but cannot attend in person. Very 
little else is required from an infrastructure perspective to increase the reach of our Sunday services to more people. 

So grateful for UUCS.  Conflict resolution might be a good practice to teach the congregation. 

I love the caring, fellowship and the love from the congregation and Rick. I attend  Alanon meetings regularly and feel 
there is a lot of extension between this organization and our congregation. For that I am grateful and feel spiritually. 

Thank you to all who do the work of keeping UUCS organized and functioning and available to all people.  UUCS is a 
precious part of my life, and I appreciate being able to support UUCS in my own way. 

UUCS is rarity in its continual work for social justice, without steadfast to dogmas. I will defend its work! 

Grateful for UU's acceptance of total humanity in all its forms. 

Grateful for the friends and the spiritual growth I have. 

I am very grateful for what UUCS already is. 

So many beautiful people to thank, I haven’t the words. My deep appreciation for the continued presence, warmth and 
fellowship. 

Our congregation's support of the Gadfly papers is saddening.  The number of sermons this year regarding the papers vs 
how many sermons we have had addressing cultural issues in our community is indicative of a congregation who would 
rather put up a rainbow sticker then do the work to be an ally. 

I am full of gratitude that Reverend Rick is Todd Eckloff’s good officer and that we have an opportunity to see what is 
truly going on with the UUA 

Grateful for community if [of??] UUCS ; concerned w/ pastoral management and inequitable treatment of site and 
building space use. 

UUCS should communicate better what's going on.  What problems is the organization grappling with?  How can people 
help, or make their suggestions or concerns known?  Don't be afraid to use Sunday service as a platform. 

One concern is that we have many older members (quite a few have grown gray along with Rev. Rick) who are cutting 
back on their volunteering and a number of youngish parents who want good RE for their young children but may not 
want to volunteer for RE.  See also my response to question 9. Thanks to Rick and Jo and Emma--and Craig--and the 
Facilities Team--and all the other teams! 

Thank you for being open to the ideas/fears/concerns of the friends & members of the UUCS community. 

I am grateful that UUCS exists in Salem for those who want religious freedom. 
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I thank you all for being so supportive.  I love Rick, and the great job he did on my father's memorial.  If it weren't for 
Rick, I wouldn't have anything to lure Mom into attendance!  The connections group is also good and welcoming.  Thank 
you all for your love and concern. 

Rick's sermons, are emotionally rich as well as thought provoking. The work of so many volunteers keeps it all going. It 
feels like everyone is valued here. 

Gratitude for the expansive philosophy of UU, the contributions of Rev. Rick, Worship Team, and Choir. My concern is 
having enough members to keep UUCS vital and active. 

Thank you so much for making space available to the Compassionate Mind Sangha and the Salem Zen Center 

I appreciate UUCS being a liberal beacon in this area, and I very much appreciate Rick's compassion and skill as a 
minister. 

I'm so very thankful for UUCS and so worried that we are largely a congregation of senior age people, that there is so 
much need in the world for institutions like ours and so little general knowledge that we exist. 

I am grateful for the current music staff and hope they receive the support they need to continue. 

Just amazed UUCS exists -  

Touches my heart every time I step through the door! 

germs germs germs - how to NOT shake hands without hurting people's feelings.  Do not encourage this activity. 

Don’t ever retire Rick. You are the backbone of our progressive church community 

I'm concerned about what kind of follow-up on members who seem to simply disappear.  Are calls or home visits made 
when we haven't seen members for a significant period of time.   There are issues of confidentiality, but can information 
be shared that would be helpful in giving help to those needing our support. 

The Gadfly papers were talked about too much.  Hearing gossip about what is going on the board distressing. Chose to 
do a yoga class instead of coming to church because of this. 

Everyone has always been very friendly and welcoming.  As a two-parent working family with young kids we find we are 
often too frazzled to make many extra social plans at all and that includes church.  We've been interested in some of the 
family dinners you've offered, but haven't been able to attend because of the time they are offered.  Events that are on 
the weekends during lunch or afternoon would work better for us.  Our young kids have to go to bed early and a 6 pm 
dinner somewhere 20 minutes away doesn't really work for us. Also, summer is when we have more "down time" with 
fewer obligations.  We'd be interested in taking advantage of a summer camp opportunity as well, but the ones that 
have been offered have been when we are out of town. 

I'm grateful for our minister, Rick, who is fighting for the soul of UU against a power play to create a more 
fundamentalist future. 

I want to say thank you to you all for creating a place where people like us can belong.  I also want to ask you to please 
try harder.  Peace. 

I’m on the Worship team, and I think it is a good, quality team. I’d like to figure out how to get more members 
interested in being on the team. 

My great gratitude for all who serve on the various committees and teams at UUCS. 
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UUCS has been a solid, important resource in this community for decades for people who want an inclusive, loving and 
liberal interpretation for their spiritual expression. It is increasingly critical, particularly in times of appalling oppressive 
efforts by many in government and politics, like now, for us to continue to offer not only a safe respite and recharge 
haven but also to offer possibilities and opportunities to actively challenge that oppression. But to be that 'voice of 
reason', I believe we need to be, yes, aggressive (still without preaching) in our efforts to invite and welcome a much 
more diverse membership/friendverse . It's difficult in Salem but not impossible. 

I've always had concerns about taking on too much as a congregation, but I think I'm just built that way.  Not a worry, bu 
I know it probably will be a difficult transition when Rick retires--hope that's not for a while! 

Love the open doors and compassion. Concern: Solidify a stronger social network that helps younger working  age folks 
to access opportunities as to stabilize and hence contribute further to UUCS mission. 

I appreciate the work of all the "unseen" volunteers who put out the newsletter, etc. And the paid staff. 

My main concern with UUCS is how people and committees criticize, and take actions that convey major disrespect and 
arrogance. 

As the UUCS population grows and new people join, I believe that the community needs to know about them, at the 
least, an introduction and written bio./ synopsis. 

I am simply and honestly grateful for the existence of such places of peace in such a stormy world.  

Thank you, it means and makes a true impact and difference! 

I am so very grateful to witness our minister's blossoming over the decades. He has worked hard but always with humor 
and a sense of perspective. His experience,  courage and calling to share and guide have been a blessing to our particular 
community as well as to the larger ones that he helps. Thank you! 

I think Rick is great! 

I'm not active enough to know of any issues. I'm just grateful the church exists and there's this community of very 
wonderful people I can connect with when I so desire. 

I am grateful for Rev Rick for all the help he has done with my wedding and all the help he’s given me over the last year. I 
am concerned about the RE department and how it’s weakened since Christi’s leaving. 

 

RE 

I am concerned that a few people, actually two that I can think of, seem to control most of the activities in the church. 
I'm concerned that we see one way of being welcoming and don't seem to be concerned that it pushes some people 
away. I am grateful for all those who give so much of their time and talents to the running of the church. We have an 
amazing minister and office staff. Our music director is such a blessing. I hope we get an RE director soon. We are a 
blessed community, a generous community, and a humble community.   

I appreciate the freedom to discuss and learn more about various faith traditions in an accepting and loving 
environment. 

I think the time with children in the service can be improved. It would help if the adult was sitting and not standing 
above them looking down - be more at their physical level. Perhaps they could all sit on the edge of the stage. (The 
candle table would need to be located further back?) Also, perhaps we could seek bequests to fund musical 
performances in the weeks that the choir does not perform, such as Willamette music students who might appreciate 
such an opportunity to perform before an audience and t earn a bit in the process. 
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I am especially grateful for the friends I've met.  I also appreciate Rick, the office staff, and all the volunteers that make 
the services, special events, and social justice projects work. 

One concern is that we have many older members (quite a few have grown gray along with Rev. Rick) who are cutting 
back on their volunteering and a number of youngish parents who want good RE for their young children but may not 
want to volunteer for RE.  See also my response to question 9. Thanks to Rick and Jo and Emma--and Craig--and the 
Facilities Team--and all the other teams! 

Grateful for Rick, his spiritual leadership, and his relationship with me and my kids. Concerned about not having enough 
families with young children. 

Everyone has always been very friendly and welcoming.  As a two-parent working family with young kids we find we are 
often too frazzled to make many extra social plans at all and that includes church.  We've been interested in some of the 
family dinners you've offered, but haven't been able to attend because of the time they are offered.  Events that are on 
the weekends during lunch or afternoon would work better for us.  Our young kids have to go to bed early and a 6 pm 
dinner somewhere 20 minutes away doesn't really work for us. Also, summer is when we have more "down time" with 
fewer obligations.  We'd be interested in taking advantage of a summer camp opportunity as well, but the ones that 
have been offered have been when we are out of town. 

Thanks to our minister for excellent sermons and for acting with integrity. Thanks to all who give time to maintain our 
building and support our many programs. Thanks for friendship through the years. 

Love the open doors and compassion. Concern: Solidify a stronger social network that helps younger working  age folks 
to access opportunities as to stabilize and hence contribute further to UUCS mission. 

I am grateful for Rev Rick for all the help he has done with my wedding and all the help he’s given me over the last year. I 
am concerned about the RE department and how it’s weakened since Christi’s leaving. 

 

Social Justice 

Implicit bias may exist at UUCS as it does everywhere. No person should have to put up with being viewed with possible 
suspicion while simply doing their job. 

Much disillusionment with greater UU association's excessive political correctness, as displayed in "Gadfly" issue, and 
deeply resentful of their claim of "white supremacy" in our church. (If they insist, I am so out the door!) Grateful for Rev. 
Rick's counter stance on freedom of conscience. Just wish he'd be more thorough and active in sorting out 
aforementioned interpersonal conflicts among committees, etc. (UUCS has lost some good people, and is on brink of 
losing us as well. 

I am especially grateful for the friends I've met.  I also appreciate Rick, the office staff, and all the volunteers that make 
the services, special events, and social justice projects work. 

UUCS is rarity in its continual work for social justice, without steadfast to dogmas. I will defend its work! 

Grateful for UU's acceptance of total humanity in all its forms. 

Our congregation's support of the Gadfly papers is saddening.  The number of sermons this year regarding the papers vs 
how many sermons we have had addressing cultural issues in our community is indicative of a congregation who would 
rather put up a rainbow sticker then do the work to be an ally. 

Gratitude for openness and sense of justice 
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I love our building!! No matter what I am there for it is a place of peace and comfort. It would be great if we had some 
type of outreach for our members and friends such as a food pantry that they can access, or a clothes closet, or funds to 
help when they are in need of the bigger things that are not covered by other social agencies. 

Love that we're involved helping homeless families. 

Uucs it's a regular part of my life. I find the sermons usually have the effect of lifting me out of my own small world to 
become part of the larger social in spiritual world. I like seeing my friends regularly at uucs, and I value being able to do a 
small amount of committee work to support the congregation or its work in the broader community. 

UUCS has been a solid, important resource in this community for decades for people who want an inclusive, loving and 
liberal interpretation for their spiritual expression. It is increasingly critical, particularly in times of appalling oppressive 
efforts by many in government and politics, like now, for us to continue to offer not only a safe respite and recharge 
haven but also to offer possibilities and opportunities to actively challenge that oppression. But to be that 'voice of 
reason', I believe we need to be, yes, aggressive (still without preaching) in our efforts to invite and welcome a much 
more diverse membership/friendverse . It's difficult in Salem but not impossible. 

I moved to Salem from the Midwest back in 1990.  In search of community, I visited the Unitarian Church (FUSSO) on 
19th Street one Sunday and got up the nerve to stick around for coffee afterwards.  A little old lady named Jane Fields 
approached me and we struck up a conversation.  I now had one friend at the Church, which was enough to keep me 
coming back.  Over the years, my network of friends has expanded, and the majority of my current friendships have 
originated in similar social interactions on Sundays.  Social justice and world betterment are important to me, but our 
community is what is most meaningful to me, it is what motivates me to come to Church each Sunday.  I am grateful to 
be a part of this community! 

 

Unsure about what to do with these . . . 

See above 

As a frequent shopper at COSTCO, it used to be very common for me to bump into Reverend Rick, as well as board 
members & long term members of UUCS at Costco.  But i think that has only happened to me ONCE in the past 12 
months, despite the fact that I usually am shopping at Costco (very consistently) at least once each week. 

Thank you! 

N.A. 

I am honored to be a member. 

Can’t respond to question 8 or 9 as they blank out when trying to write in the boxes. 

None 

 

 


