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July 2020 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Come, Honor Jim and Claudia Koch at July 14 Farewell Celebration  

Treasured members Jim and Claudia Koch are leaving Salem soon. Everyone is invited to join a Zoom Party that 
will honor them on July 14, beginning at 7 pm.  Bring a brief story about Jim or Claudia, a limerick, or just your 
good wishes to share. Click here to RSVP and to receive instructions for joining the party. The event is sponsored 
by Lifelines Lay Ministry. Contact Eric Schuman with any questions. 

Your Feedback Needed by July 20 on Proposed Covenant of Respectful Relations 
As many of you know, the Committee on Ministry (or COM) at UUCS was charged with reviewing and editing our 
current Covenant of Good Relations by the board. COM members include Ruth Larson, Joel Martin, Megan 
Roller, Eric Schuman and Dina Triest. After making a survey of UUCS members and friends, looking at what 
other churches have adopted in their own congregations, and discussing the subject among ourselves, we have 
finalized a new covenant, which we renamed the Covenant of Respectful Relations. 

Our current covenant was long and not very readable, but we have not abandoned it. COM's survey of UUCS 
members and friends identified the key elements of the old covenant that mattered most.  The survey results 
helped us draft this new covenant. COM’s mission with the Covenant of Respectful Relations was to produce a 
concise document that could be recited on an occasional Sunday morning and/or printed on a card. The card 
could be handed out to new members and guests to help them understand UUCS core values in addition to our 
principles. 

COM encourages discussion of the proposed new covenant. Email to CoM@uusalem.org your questions and 
feedback by July 20. The updated covenant will be presented for an accept/reject vote at the annual meeting in 
August, noted below. 

Proposed Covenant of Respectful Relations 

As members and friends of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, we commit ourselves to 
practicing Unitarian Universalist principles in our daily lives.  

To that end, we aspire to join ourselves in community because we are stronger together: 

 Be a welcoming congregation that encourages diversity. 

 Encourage participation of young people in every aspect of the life of our congregation. 

 Encourage all to express their opinions. 

To foster healthy relationships: 

 Treat others and ourselves with dignity, respect, and consideration in our words and actions. 

 Closely protect what is told to us in confidence. 

 Address conflict in a timely way. 

In all of these we strive for improvement, not perfection. 

May it be so. 

 

Watch for information about the Annual Meeting, Scheduled for August 23 

The UUCS Annual Congregational meeting where we elect a new board and new members on the Nominating 
Committee is scheduled for August 23.  The meeting will be held via Zoom.  Watch your email inbox and / or the 
UUCS website for more information. 

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/1fb96f
https://uusalem.org/2018/12/29/covenant-of-good-relations/
https://uusalem.org/2018/12/29/covenant-of-good-relations/
mailto:CoM@uusalem.org


July 7, 2020 The Chalice and The Flame — Volume 71 / Issue 11 Page 2 

In our liberal religious tradition we proclaim that “we covenant to affirm the inherent worth and dignity 
of every person”—our first Principle—yet at this moment in our national history we are facing the tragic 
truth that we have, as a country, repeatedly failed to affirm the worth and dignity of Black Americans. 
Even though chattel slavery was legally abolished, the denigration and oppression of Black Americans 
simply assumed new forms, often implemented by our systems of law enforcement and criminal 
justice. 

Now let us pray that we have reached a tipping point, a transformational moment when our national 
conscience has been shocked into awareness by a disturbing video of a police officer crushing the life 
out of a Black person in a routine display of brute force. The deadly, dehumanizing treatment of 
George Floyd is emblematic of the way Black, Brown, Indigenous people have often been ill treated by 
law enforcement officials—those who have purportedly sworn “to protect and serve.” So often in the 
past, such abuses have led to calls for police reform. It hasn't worked. Ours is a cruel, ruinously 
expensive, counter-productive, racist and classist system that perpetuates inequities down through the 
generations.  The deadly impact of this upon the Black community throughout our nation ’s history has 
been incalculable. 

This injustice is old news. It’s been glaringly apparent to anyone who pays attention that our criminal 
justice system is collectively guilty of abhorrent, oppressive treatment of People of Color and the poor. 
Consider the disproportionate number who are much more likely to have encounters with police and to 
be enmeshed in the criminal justice system—a system that has too little to do with justice and more to 
do with oppression and control. Then, too, in recent years police forces around the country have 
received free surplus military gear from the Pentagon that has paved the way for the increasing 
militarization of our local law enforcement. When police show up to face off against peaceful protestors 
as though prepared for the battle of Armageddon, it only serves to exacerbate tensions.  It ’s time for 
new ways of insuring public safety through community involvement and cooperation—rather than 
domination and control—to emerge. 

We can do better and I believe our nation will. How can I be so sanguine in the face of our ongoing 
national trauma? Simply put, I believe in the essential goodness of human nature and that we are 
naturally inclined to cooperate. Even as it does not serve the common good to deny our painful racist 
heritage or ignore injustices, neither does it serve to depict our situation as hopeless. 

Indeed, my faith in the essential goodness of human nature has often been affirmed by what I have 
witnessed in our congregational life: you provide shelter for the homeless and voted to become a 
sanctuary congregation should the need arise; you share your weekly offerings with local social 
service organizations and more. Ours is a spiritual home wherein we do take seriously the call to affirm 
the inherent worth and dignity of everyone. Let us continue on this path; for we have far to go. 

~Love, Rick 

(Note: As Rick is now on vacation, Chalice Side Chats is no longer meeting.) 



July 7, 2020 The Chalice and The Flame — Volume 71 / Issue 11 Page 3 

“When we focus on what we can do instead of what we can’t,  

a world of possibility opens unto us…”  
~author unknown 

Summer Offerings from LRE 

Here’s what we CAN do to join in community and worship together this summer. 
 
Children’s RE:  Join us Sunday mornings at 10 am live on Zoom to explore our connection to 
the Interdependent Web of Being through the Worlds of Wonder unit from the Tapestry of Faith 
curriculum.  Summer RE will be June 28 - August 23, and includes a host of fun, hands on, tactile 
enrichment activities. Should your child wish to participate in the enrichment activities, contact Lily 
Walker via email dlre@uusalem.org to make arrangements to receive your box of supplies. 
 
RE for Youth Ages 13-18:   Join us on Thursdays at 3 pm for Youth Group and a time for 
hangout, games, connections, and spiritual growth.  Bring your ideas for zany & fun games to play 
over Zoom; a sketch book and pencil; a fun hat, mask or costume accessory; and a chalice.  This 
meeting is ideally Youth led, however, we will be loosely touching on the Riddles & Mysteries 
Curriculum from the Tapestry of Faith Collection available on the UUA Website, and pondering some 
of life’s big questions.  Click here to register and receive the link to the meeting.    
 
Adult RE:  Join us Wednesday nights beginning July 15 for a TED Talk Watch Party and 
Discussion Group on topics of interest related to Current Events. Our first topic will be White Fragility.  
Each week, a new TED Talk or similarly styled video presentation will be chosen for group viewing.  
Participants may watch the presentation on their own, or as part of a Watch Party preceding the 
Discussion portion of the meeting.  Wednesday evenings July 15 - August 19. Watch party at 6 pm; 
Discussion at 7 pm. Registration is free; click here to register.  Join anytime.  Email Lily Walker at 
dlre@uusalem.org if you have questions.  

~So, let’s do it! Lily 

 

Lifespan Religious Education 

Family Service 

          LIVE! 

Sundays at 10 am 

Join us! 

mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/7bf830
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/b61574
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/2020/04/08/join-the-family-service-watch-party/
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Happenings and Highlights 
Men's Group Gets “Real,” Meets in Person Outdoors! 
 The UUCS Men's Group, which has been meeting "virtually" on Zoom bi-weekly for some time, plans to continue 
through the summer. However, at 8 am on July 5, they met in person, but socially distanced, at the Riverfront Park 
pavilion. The men anticipate future meetings outdoors during the summer, weather-permitting, at locations to be 
determined by those participating. Meeting times may also be adjusted when necessary to allow Ben time to 
attend, yet still get back home to address his usual online LRE duties. SO, STAY TUNED to This Week at UUCS 
and Ben’s emails—if you're on his email list—for exact times and locations! If you are not on his list, but wish to 
be, email him at ben.cavaletto@gmail.com. The next scheduled bi-weekly meeting is at 8:00 am on July 19 at the 
Minto-Brown Park, Parking Lot #3. 

~Submitted by Ben Cavaletto 

Connections Groups for 2020-2021 Start In September – Sign up now! 
Connections groups for 2020-2021 will be starting in September, and sign-ups will begin soon. Yahoo! Everyone is 
invited to join a group! Connections groups are small groups of individuals who meet for 90 minutes each month to 
get to know each other, MAKE CONNECTIONS, and discuss the Soul Matters topic of the month. As much as we 
love meeting in person, we’ll hold these meetings virtually on Zoom until it is safe to gather in person again. Some 
of the 2020-2021 Soul Matters topics include Renewal, Deep Listening, and Stillness. You can sign up for a group 
using this online form. We welcome everyone, even if you don’t feel technology-equipped to use Zoom. If you want 
to sign up for a Connections group and need help, OR if you need help with technology issues, email 
connectionsteam@uusalem.org or call the UUCS Office. 

~Submitted by Lisa Leirmo 

Farewell to Lennie Martin & David Gortner 
Lennie Martin and David Gortner are moving to southern California this summer to be closer to family and to get 
out of the damp, dank Oregon winters. Because of their playing music, singing, being celebrants and anchors on 
the Worship Team, and Lennie's chairing the Worship Team for 5 years, their cheery presence and leadership will 
be missed at UUCS. May they enjoy sun, wine and family in their new adventures. 

~Submitted by the Worship Team 

Survey to Verify Congregants’ Contact Info Is Delayed 
The survey UUCS staff had hoped to send out the end of June has been delayed while it completes some 
updating of its own. Keep an eye out for the survey in July. Staff will update you as soon as it has a specific date 
for the survey to go out. Thank you for your patience and participation. 

 

Help Appreciated! 
Thank You, For Landscape Help! 
I would like to acknowledge the wonderful cooperation given to me by 
eight coworkers who enabled the development and completion of the 
front landscape. By my side, most hours of the day, I could find talented 
John Davenport, carpenter and a designer on his own. Neil Pierson was 
mask-protected, willing to fulfill hours of plant removal, dirt and gravel 
distribution. 

Alan Holland offered his time and truck to move sod, spread contents 
and haul bark while calculating yards of needed gravel. On call came 
Tracy Boyle and Steve Ovens to move sod and help contribute and 
plant the fence’s Nandini. While John and Neil were shoveling dirt to 
form berms, Loren Folsom created a berm to plant the new maple tree. 
Jane Maute helped John and Neil to neatly lay the path edging. After 
the plants were in, Andy Driscoll, with Neil’s help, distributed the hoses and secured the drip system lines. 

I had the joy of designing the garden and being general manager of the exceptional crew’s accomplishment. We 
hope you enjoy the result as we attempted to make our yard a welcoming space. I would also like to 
acknowledge the fund established by Paul and Carol Manka. They helped fund this project and continued their 
previously generous improvement of our grounds. 

~Submitted by Iris Sea 

mailto:ben.cavaletto@gmail.com
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/6be6ab553523


July 7, 2020 The Chalice and The Flame — Volume 71 / Issue 11 Page 5 

Nina Rae Cleveland: Outspoken Achiever 

NEWSLETTER and WEEKLY BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame 
monthly newsletter and the This Week eBulletin, email your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org 
and include your full name and email address. If you are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy 
of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical address. 

Splinters from the Board 
Team Council information: A few team representatives indicated needing more Zoom support. They were 
all supportive of waiting to reopen the building until there is a very clear plan of how to do it safely. 

Board Action: Vicki Cunningham Chair, Communications Team, submitted a Policy Governing Content of 
All UUCS Media. The Policy will be approved after a slight clarification and will be posted on the website. It 
clarifies avoiding advocacy of political candidates. 

Hope and Habitat Report Discussion: A process for discussing all questions the board members have 
about HHV was determined: questions will be discussed at the Retreat and a plan will be made for discussing and 
collaborating with HHV. 

Parking lot repairs: The Facilities Team is working on estimates for repairs, wanting to avoid further costs 
due to deferred maintenance. Drainage of the lot also needs to be addressed, and it was suggested that the team 
explore how to address “green concerns” about potential pollution issues related to current drainage. It was 
recommended that the team seek separate quotes for doing the repaving and drainage as well as a quote for the 
whole project. 

~Submitted by Board Chair, Christine Ertl 

Nina Rae McCulley grew up in Eastern Oregon, the oldest child of a struggling Irish-American family; her parents 
had eighth grade educations but put a high value on education.  Nina had to earn the money to go to college, but 
she graduated – Phi Beta Kappa – from the University of Oregon, with an interest in 19th century literature and 
culture.  Eleanor Roosevelt, and also Nina’s grandmother, who spoke out against a feed lot in Hermiston, were 
role models, and Nina was not bashful about speaking up.  Nina’s daughter Nancy remembers her mother saying 
“if you think you’re too small to be effective then you’ve never been in bed with a mosquito.” 

While waitressing at Crater Lake one summer, Nina met Mel Cleveland, a Willamette University student.  Mel was 
Nina’s opposite; he was reserved and soft-spoken.  Each of them appreciated the other during their long married 
life. 

Nina taught school in Sandy and East Portland during the war years while Mel was away; after the war, she was 
expected to return to a domestic role.  She and Mel raised two fine children, Nancy and David.  Nina also worked 
hard to help young women continue their education, for example, by providing day care through the YWCA so the 
teenage mothers could continue in high school. 

Nina’s strong social conscience took her into the League of Women Voters; she became the Oregon League's 
president.  She was also active in our Congregation.  Rick Davis remembered “She always stood out in my mind 
as the classic Unitarian Universalist – engaged, informed, committed, caring, conscientious and not afraid to say 
what was on her mind and speak truth to power.  She was unfailingly kind to me and steadfast in support of this 
congregation.” 

In her later years her hearing and other aspects of her health deteriorated, but she was as feisty as ever.  George 
Struble remembers that in 2007 he had written a brochure for an endowment campaign and needed someone to 
give an honest critical opinion; he knew where to go.  After reading it through, Nina looked up: “It’s not very sexy, 
is it?” George rewrote it! 

Nina died in 2017 at age 99.  In addition to legacies to her children, Nina left $11,000 to UUCS.  Our Board of 
Directors designated $1,000 of that to the RE Fund for youth scholarships, and $10,000 to our Maintenance 
Reserve.  Nina’s bequest was a very welcome boost to our programs.  We do the best we can with pledge 
payments to our Operating Fund, but there is little maneuvering room for unseen expenses, so relief from 
bequests like Nina’s continues to be much appreciated! 

mailto:office@uusalem.org
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I am concerned that amid all our virus precautions we are losing our sense of community.  We can ’t mingle over 
coffee after our Sunday services; we don’t get to share experiences at committee meetings.  Yes, there some 
ways we can come together, in various Zoom meetings and through the “Joys and Concerns” on our website 
uusalem.org (have you checked that recently?).  But I think it isn’t enough.  And the distancing precautions we 
need to take will continue for some more time – maybe until we get a Covid-19 vaccine! 

So, I have volunteered to edit a “News of the Community” column in our monthly newsletter, The Chalice and 
the Flame.  We have had similar columns in years past, and appreciate Petra Berger, Joan Erickson and others 
before them who have faithfully edited those columns.   

Much of this column comes from the “Joys and Concerns” on our website.  Jim and Claudia Koch are moving 
back to Utah to be near their children.  And David Gortner and Lennie Martin are moving to San Diego, partly to 
be near their daughters and partly because they can’t take gloomy Oregon winters anymore!  We will miss all 
four of them; they were active and treasured members of our congregation!  Mike and Petra Berger, who moved 
to Prineville about three years ago, write that one major remedy to our pandemic indeed seems to be distancing, 
such as spending much more time out in wide open spaces with minimal human contact.  So they were on their 
way to a four-day camping trip to Newberry Crater.  Other people have been camping too; Ben Cavaletto and 
family are preparing a backpacking expedition. 

Ben Cavaletto and Annie Joslin became engaged over the Memorial Day weekend.  Their wedding is planned 
for the summer of 2021.  They will blend into a family of seven.  As I hear it, the children in both families were 
encouraging their parents to take the step! 

Rick and Gordana Davis’s son Zachary stayed with his parents for over a month while the pandemic prevented 
his normal activities.  His parents were delighted to have his company.  He is now back in Jersey City working 
on several new compositions. 

A couple of milestones: Harriet Trill and Glen Kaye celebrated their 57th wedding anniversary on June 17, and 
the next day Elsa and I celebrated our 65th anniversary.  I will welcome news of your significant dates in July 
and August for publication in my August column. 

Megan Roller’s husband Chris spent a week in the hospital with pancreatitis – also high glucose and 
triglycerides levels.  He is back home but will have a number of follow-up appointments.  In case you didn’t 
know, since June 1 Megan has been our Assistant Director of Religious Education.  Carol Manka had an 
outpatient procedure at OHSU Hospital on June 15th.  The procedure was successful; Carol and Paul hope that 
ends her hospital visits. 

I have been hosting and playing in “yard concerts” in our front lawn, with different sets of musicians.  These are 
far from performance quality; we are often sight-reading the music.  People walking their dogs and children 
sometimes stop to listen, and a few people actually make a point of coming to listen.  These are a testimony that 
music does continue during a pandemic!  They are often on Friday afternoons at 4:30 – weather permitting.  
Come check it out if you wish, at 210 18th Street NE.  If you want to be kept informed when the next concert will 
be, send me an email. 

I solicit your help in supplying news for this column.  For example, your answers to 
 What’s new with you? 
 What do you know about other Congregation members that the community should know about? 
 Where are you not traveling this summer, when you would if not for the virus? 
 Can you share a way that you are coping with virus restrictions that is unusual or worthy of note by your 

fellow congregation members? 
 Do you have a personal heartwarming story that comes out of the pandemic? 

My email address is gstruble@willamette.edu; you can also call me at the number listed in the UUCS online 
directory, but because of my hearing loss, email is better. 

Thank you; help me keep us in touch! 
~Submitted by George Struble 

 
Gloria Holland’s Email Travail 
Recently, Gloria Holland’s email account was hacked.  The hackers sent multiple emails to her entire contact 
list.  She wants everyone to know her new address:  gigiholland@comcast.net. 

News of the Community 

https://www.uusalem.org/
mailto:gstruble@willamette.edu
https://uusalem.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/How-To-Access-The-Directory-Online.pdf
https://uusalem.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/How-To-Access-The-Directory-Online.pdf
mailto:gigiholland@comcast.net
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Worship Services and Religious Education 

Sunday, July 26  The Rev. Mark Gallagher 

"Grace and the Need for It" 

 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

 

Is it not the case that our lives are routinely in some sort of turmoil? We feel as though there is 

something out of whack – the world, other people, ourselves, or all of the above. It can happen 

though, that the experience of deep wholeness and conciliation comes upon us. Some call that 

‘grace.’ 

Sunday, July 12  Janet Stevens 

"Letters To My Grandsons" 

 

Celebrants: Sara Pickett and Barbara Stebbins -Boaz 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

 

Janet shares her views on passing wisdom and wonder to the next generation through letters to 

her grandsons. 

July Share the Plate:  Oregon Black Pioneers  

Online Sunday Services – Watch our website for a link to each service 

Sunday, July 19  The Rev. Mark Gallagher 

"How to Exercise Judgment Without Being Judgmental" 

 

Celebrants: Sara Pickett and Brenna Norval 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

 

Life continually requires us to make judgments – to embrace one thing and reject another. Yet we 

know it's wrong to “be judgmental.” Let’s look at this conundrum.  

Want to call or email a UUCS friend or member? 

Visit the Connection / Membership Directory page on our website, or 

just click the button to ask for help!  

https://uusalem.org/2020/06/28/share-the-plate-recipient-for-july-2020-is-oregon-black-pioneers/
https://uusalem.org/worship/upcoming-worship-services/
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/OnlineDirectoryHelp
https://uusalem.org/connection/membership-directory/
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis  
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Lily Walker  dlre@uusalem.org 

DLRE Assistant: Megan Roller  
 
Music Director: Laura Christian 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Kit Abrahamson  

 
Board Chair: Christine Ertl 

boardchair@uusalem.org 

 
Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger 
Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org  
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir with help from 

Sharon Pierson, Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa Struble. 
Final formatting completed by S. Pierson. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly 
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week email 
and/or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, July 31, 2020. 
This Week submissions are due by Wed. noon. 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUSalem
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://uusalem.org/news-events-overview/events/event-publicity-request/

