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August 2020 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Yisreala Tubman to speak at August 9 service. 
Rabbi Yisraela Tubman will be offering the message "Mourning into Dancing" at the August 9 online service (See 
the Worship Services page). She serves as a Community Rabbi in Salem 

She settled here in 2014, coming most recently from Los Angeles. She was ordained by the Academy for Jewish 
Religion, CA in 2012. Rabbi Tubman served as Associate Rabbi at Congregation Valley Beth Israel in Sun Valley, 
CA from 2012-2014. As a community rabbi, her work includes life cycle events, pastoral counseling, social action 
and outreach. Throughout her rabbinic career Rabbi Tubman has facilitated Jewish women's groups focusing on 
integrating Jewish women's spirituality into a patriarchal tradition.  

~Submitted by the Worship Team 

Plan to Attend Annual Meeting August 23 
The annual congregational meeting, normally held in May, is 
scheduled to occur via Zoom on August 23 beginning at noon. Visit 
the Congregational Meeting 2020 page on our website for full 
meeting details, including meeting materials. Meeting packets will be 
mailed to voting members via USPS the week of August 2. If you 
have a new address, be sure to let the office know. 

Coming soon, watch your email for a link to register on Zoom to 
attend the meeting.  REGISTRATION WILL BE REQUIRED.  If you 
are not able to connect to the meeting using a computer or smart 
device, look in the meeting packet for instructions on how to join via 
telephone. 

This year's meeting agenda includes voting on the candidates offered for the UUCS Board of Directors and 
Nominating Committee.  We will also vote on accepting the presented budget. The meeting packets will include 
details. 

In addition, UUCS members will vote on the proposed new Covenant of Respectful Relations. 
The proposed draft was revised by The Committee on Ministry at its July 21 meeting in 
response to comments from the congregation. Read the entire text on our website.  

Beware of Email Scams Using Rev. Rick’s Name 
Recently, another person sent information to the office about an email scam where the email APPEARED to be 
from Rev. Rick. The writer asks the recipient to purchase gift cards for various people at "Hope Children Homes". 
Rick reminds the congregation that he would NEVER make such a request. 
There are basic things to do if you receive a suspicious email from someone you know.  First: verify the email 
address. Rev. Rick's email is rdavis@uuma.org. Second, if you are asked to donate to an organization, search 
the internet for the exact name you are given to see if it is legit. Usually, the name very closely resembles a real 

organization. Don't be fooled into thinking the writer just made a typo.  Third: mark the email as 
"phishing" if your mail server provides that option, otherwise, "spam". 

Join a Connection Group! Sign-ups ending August 16! 
Connections groups for 2020-2021 will be starting in September.  Everyone is invited to join a 
group! Connections groups are small groups of individuals who meet for 90 minutes each month 
(via Zoom for a while) to get to know each other, MAKE CONNECTIONS, and discuss the Soul 
Matters topic of the month. 

Signing up for Connections Groups is going on through August 16. Click here to register. If you need help, email  
connectionsteam@uusalem.org or call the UUCS Office. 

~Submitted by Lisa Leirmo and Sara Pickett  

https://uusalem.org/about-us/our-governance/pledge-budget-process/congregational-meeting-2020/
https://uusalem.org/2020/07/04/proposed-revised-covenant/
mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/6be6ab553523
http://connectionsteam@uusalem.org
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This past year has been momentous in more ways than one!   

We are enduring the worst presidential administration in our nation’s history. Our nation has floundered under 
scandalous and morally rudderless leadership causing concerns about the sanctity of our democracy.  For that 
very reason, it’s important to remember our congregational role when things take a dangerous, unjust turn. 
UUCS’s early response to the unjust cruelties of the administration was to declare ourselves a sanctuary 
congregation—should the need arise.  This was a courageous step in proclaiming our opposition to the 
dehumanizing and racist practices of our government. When a community of faith takes such a stand it 
commands attention and respect – there is strength in spiritual numbers.   

During the 2019-2020 congregational year we welcomed new staff members who are working hard to serve 
us.  We are especially interested in how the staff and minister can work in tandem with volunteers and best serve 
the needs of our congregation, and we have been designing new practices that will serve this need. 

Then BOOM!  The pandemic came. This created new challenges for all of us.  Staff and volunteers have worked 
hard to keep our ship afloat and keep you engaged, and we’re learning some new technological tricks that should 
continue to serve us well once the pandemic storm abates. Still, even with the disruptions caused by the 
pandemic we continued our normal activities online and I am grateful to volunteers and staff who have given so 
much to make it all possible.  

I will end this section of my report by simply affirming that UUCS is a strong and healthy congregation, made so 
by YOUR generous giving and participation.  How grateful I am to serve as your minister!  

Though lengthy, the section below discusses matter of great importance to all Unitarian Universalists.  

Last June, my fourth and final term as a “Good Officer” for the UU Minister’s Association  took me in a dramatic and 
unexpected direction. I found myself morally and spiritually compelled to rise to the defense of a good colleague, Rev. Todd 
Eklof, who was being roundly and unjustly condemned by many of my ministerial colleagues for a book he had written, The 
Gadfly Papers. Many of you know from your own reading of this text that there is absolutely nothing hateful or divisive in this 
book. It is shocking that he and the congregation he serves have been so ill treated by our clergy and our larger UU 
Association.   

Indeed, there are quite a few Unitarian Universalists who agree with the arguments put forth in Rev. Eklof’s book (including 
quite a few UUCS members), which raises the question: Are not the clergy who condemned Rev. Eklof also condemning 
UUs who hold similar views?  It would appear so. Then, too, there are yet more who don’t agree with the book’s arguments 
who nevertheless affirm Rev. Eklof’s right to freedom of conscience and expression.  Indeed, this is an inalienable right in 
our spiritual tradition, which raises another question:  Are my fellow clergy likewise condemning those who would allow for 
open dialogue and discussion?  It would seem so.  

The herd-like condemnation of this book by UU clergy is a truly disturbing development, and I dearly hope and pray that UU 
laity around the nation will awaken to the threat that is being posed to our free faith tradition by an alien and illiberal political 
dogma that is taking an axe to our spiritual roots, roots that have fed us and sustain us, which remind us of who we have 
been and who we are called to be.  I can understand if this statement strikes you as hyperbolic yet it is not.  In fact, the UUA 
has slowly been stripping congregations of their power and their voice over many years.  

It should not be easy to be a Unitarian Universalist – it calls for a level of spiritual maturity that is challenging, and that is as it 
should be. Any religion that does not challenge your life and stretch your spirit is ill-serving you. In that regard, we should not 
mirror contemporary digital culture’s hasty judgments and the harsh pronouncements, as have my fellow clergy. Our 
Universalist tradition reminds us to always create pathways toward forgiveness, redemption and restoration, and our 
Unitarian tradition reminds us to use the gifts of our reason and intelligence as we openly engage in dialogue with those who 
hold differing or dissenting views. Both our traditions are grounded in the understanding that each one of us is called to be 
true to ourselves and also the common good.  Independent mindedness is the building block for strong structures of 
interdependence.  Lacking this, democracy easily devolves into mob rule.  It comes down to this:  If 100 people around you 
believe one thing and your heart and mind tell you something different, go with inner conviction.  Writer and historian David 
French more aptly puts it this way:  “If everyone around me is wrong, would I have the wisdom and courage to know and do 
what’s right?”  Being a Unitarian Universalist means doing one’s best to answer that question in the affirmative.  

Each of us is called to pause, honestly reflect, consider where our inner lights are leading us, think and feel for ourselves on 
matters of great import – ours is a democratic religious tradition. (The 5

th
 Principle of UU states: “We covenant to affirm and 

promote use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large”).  Democracy without dissent is not 
democracy. Yet now freedom of conscience and expression is under attack from illiberal elements in society at large and in 
the leadership of our UU Association, and this has adversely affected public discourse.  A recent poll showed that many 
Americans (about 40%) are afraid to freely express their views and those who are most afraid are the well-educated urban 
segments of the population. At times such as this, our free faith tradition, committed to democratic principles and practices, 
should be doing all we can to protect these freedoms, not help to destroy them.  

2019-20 Minister’s Report 
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Help Wanted and Offered! 
Help Homeless Families August 23-29 - Sign up Online 
UUCS will be feeding homeless families August 23 - 29 through Family Promise. The families will not be staying at 
UUCS this time, but we will still be providing some of their meals. Volunteers are needed to provide and deliver 
meals to two locations. Sign up by using this online form.  
Family Promise provides shelter or housing assistance for people in the Mid-Willamette Valley. If you'd like to help, 
they are going to need food, supplies, and funding for housing assistance. You can find additional ways to engage 
here on their website.    ~Organizer, Sara Shatto, Family Promise Coordinator 

Donate to Support Our Partner Church in Simenfalva! 
As part of our Covenant of Partnership between UUCS and the Unitarian Congregation of Simenfalva, 
Transylvania (Romania), we would like to encourage everyone to consider making a donation this month in support 
of our partner church. In previous years we have sent over-the-counter medications to our Unitarian brothers and 
sisters, however there is a greater need at this time for financial support, as the historic building in Simenfalva is in 
need of structural repairs. Please consider making a separate one-time donation in August and know that your 
generosity is helping to bring longevity and vitality to a very deserving community. Thank you. 

~Submitted by Jon Chinburg, UUCS Partner Church Team 

New Board Members for Congregations Helping People  
Congregations Helping People is seeking new board members. CHP is an interfaith ministry that distributes 
resources to Salem people in need. Historically, those resources are provided by sponsoring congregations. 
However, COVID-related federal relief funds are now being made available for rent and utilities. New board 
members are needed to meet the current challenges. The skills needed include board leadership, grant writing and 
IT (especially competence with Microsoft Access and website design). Click here for further information. 

~Requested by Rebecca Strader 

Openings on Salem Public Library Advisory Board 
Are you passionate about strong libraries for Salem? Apply to be a part of the Salem Public Library Advisory 
Board. This board acts in an advisory capacity to the Salem City Council on the operation of the Salem Public 
Library. Members receive information and give feedback on a wide range of issues related to the library facilities, 
operations, and services. There are currently two positions open on this board. The Library Advisory Board meets 
at 5:30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month, except for July and December. Meetings are currently held 
on Zoom. Interested? Apply here. 

Medical Equipment Available at UUCS 
Some UUCS members have used medical equipment which they have donated and deposited at our church for 
use by other members. The following equipment is stored above our kitchen and is available whenever someone 
needs it.  Items include: walkers and walkers with seats, at least one cane, crutches, potty chairs, folding 
wheelchairs, and stools. 

To obtain one or more of these items, contact the office or a UUCS member with access to the building and ask 
that it be brought down from storage and made available for pickup. No charge. 

We as Unitarian Universalists (and people of all people of all life affirming faith traditions) are called to do more than mirror the 
polarizing callousness and collective cruelty of contemporary digital culture.  We are called to be kind and compassionate and 
reasonable and humble with one another and with all others as well.  We are called to seek the ways of deeper understanding, 
not get swept along by the worst of contemporary culture’s practices.  We should model a better way. Yet, the manner in which 
the Rev. Todd Eklof was judged, tried and condemned by our UU ministers and our larger UU association not only mirrored 
societal cruelty, it magnified it. 

This serves as one more reminder that cruelties, great and small, have often been carried out in the name of religion.  I 
anticipate that the day will come when these institutional acts of exclusion carried out by our ministers and our larger 
association will be seen for what they are – ugly stains upon the unfolding tapestry of our rich free faith spiritual tradition. 

I was profoundly moved and heartened when quite a number of the members of UUCS independently studied Rev. 
Eklof’s book and the official response to it.  You convened a congregational meeting to register your concerns about 
Rev. Eklof’s treatment by the UUA and the UUMA.  I’m sorry to say that neither the UUA or the UUMA have responded to 
the letters that were sent on your behalf.  I believe they owe you a response.   

Please know that I will continue to speak out on this issue very publicly.  

One final note:  Although Rev. Todd Eklof has been officially removed from UU Ministerial Fellowship, our UU tradition of 
“congregational polity” allows the congregation Rev. Eklof serves in Spokane to ignore the dictates of these larger 
organizations, and thus his congregation continues to support his ministry.   

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/FamilyPromiseSignup20
http://www.familypromisemwv.org/
https://uusalem.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CHP-newsletter-6.20.pdf
https://bit.ly/boardapps2020
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More Happenings and Highlights 
Men Meet “In-Person, But Socially-Distanced” Bi-Weekly 
The UUCS Men's Group, which had been meeting "virtually" on Zoom, is now meeting in person outside, weather 
permitting, at 8 am every other week. The next meeting is August 16 at the Minto-Brown Park picnic shelter at the 
end of the road, near Parking Lot #3. Locations and times of future meetings may vary. SO, STAY TUNED to This 
Week at UUCS and Ben Cavaletto’s emails—if you're on his email list—for exact times and locations! If you are 
not on his list, but wish to be, email him at ben.cavaletto@gmail.com. 

Adult RE Wednesday evenings Through August 19 

The Adult RE TED Talk Discussion Group will meet each Wednesday at 6 pm for the Watch Party, 
and 7 pm for the Discussion Group through August 19. Everyone is welcome to join us and come 
together via Zoom as a community to dialogue and learn together. Click here to register. Contact 
Lily Walker with any questions at drle@uusalem.org. 

2020 Congregational Survey Results Available 
When the board requested our friends and members to fill out a survey early this year, 176 
people responded. Both a 2-page summary and the full 35-page document are available for 
viewing online. Send any questions to Board Chair Christine Ertl, boardchair@uusalem.org. 

The 21 Day Racial Equity Habit Building Challenge 
Are you ready for a challenge? Creating effective social justice habits, particularly those dealing 
with issues of power, privilege, supremacy and leadership is like any lifestyle change. Setting our 
intentions and adjusting what we spend our time doing is essential. It’s all about building new 
habits. Dr. Eddie Moore, Jr., offers guidance on his 21 Day Challenge website. 

For 21 days, do one action to further your understanding of power, privilege, supremacy, 
oppression, and equity. The plan includes suggestions for readings, podcasts, videos, 
observations, and ways to form and deepen community connections. Suggestions are in the 

following categories: read, listen, watch, notice, connect, engage, act, reflect, stay inspired. Consider connecting 
with friends to compare your progress. 

Social Justice 
Congregational Social Justice meeting August 18 from 7-8:30 pm 
The Social Justice Team is having an online congregational meeting on August 18 from 7 to 8:30 pm. The 
meeting’s focus is to discuss social justice as a congregational ministry and how best to integrate social justice into 
the whole of congregational life as recommended in UUA’s Social Justice Handbook. We will also discuss possible 
social justice initiatives. If you want to attend this Zoom meeting, fill out the Meeting Registration Form online to 
receive the meeting link. 

Comments 
Experience has shown that individuals have different definitions for social justice. We need to converge on a 
definition of social justice, which could take a few months. Principles of social justice could also be identified that 
define what social justice is to accomplish. Not having an agreed upon definition should not prevent us from acting 
to reduce or eliminate social injustice. 

COVID-19, George Floyd’s murder, the treatment of undocumented immigrants, and federal officers’ presence in 
Portland have created an awareness of widespread systemic injustice in America. When combined with 
discrimination against various groups it is difficult to know where we should focus our social justice efforts. 
Hopefully, the meeting will provide needed clarity. 

The treatment of undocumented immigrants is particularly troubling. There are strong parallels between America’s 
treatment of undocumented immigrants and Nazis' treatment of foreigners. Both America and Germany placed 
foreigners into ”refugee camps” and stripped them of the most basic human rights. In Nazi Germany this was an 
early step towards fascism. 

We can’t address all injustices, but UUCS can address injustice in our community and have a noticeable impact. 
We are looking forward your ideas and suggestions. If you want to discuss UUCS’s social justice efforts, you can 
contact John Prohodsky at jprouu@gmail.com. 

~Submitted by John Prohodsky and Jack Tally, Acting Social Justice Co-chairs  

mailto:ben.cavaletto@gmail.com
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/b61574
mailto:drle@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/2020/07/15/results-of-survey-earlier-this-year/
mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
https://www.eddiemoorejr.com/21daychallenge
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/fb467e
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News of the Community 

As the virus keeps us from mingling after Sunday services or chatting before or after committee meetings, etc., 
we could easily lose our sense of community. This is my second column sharing news about us, so we keep at 
least somewhat in touch. 

Bob Muir and Barbara Stebbins-Boaz took 8-year old granddaughter Maren Whitfield, and dog Winnie, tent 
camping first to the coast at Bullard State Park, Bandon and then into the Columbia Gorge at Memaloose State 
Park. Flying kites, wading, watching bird colonies and wind surfers while enjoying the beautiful Oregon 
landscape were great ways to spend their time together. Donning masks and keeping their distance from others 
became a well-rehearsed dance of sorts! 

Also, Elliot Whitfield, Maren’s brother, celebrated his 4th birthday July 5 amidst an armada of toy fire trucks, 
excavators, and bulldozers. A very happy little boy! 

Former very active member Barry Halgrimson writes from Indiana: “Life is a blur! What a time to be alive.  

“We’re moving to a swing state next month so our vote against Trump can actually make a difference. I don’t 
remember if I’ve told you all this previously, but our daughter is going to have her first baby at age 39, she’s 
recently married her boyfriend of 5 years, he has become the new Superintendent of Green Bay’s “Bay Beach 
Wildlife Refuge”, they live onsite in a log home that reminds us of Yellowstone Lodge, and we are following them 
up there, having already purchased honestly the nicest home we’ve ever had (at Green Bay prices).  

“We’re selling this house, closing August 21st. Marilyn’s got boxes everywhere. She is a veteran at packing so 
it’s fun to watch her work (from the couch). 

“Much cleaner air In Wisconsin; 7-8 degrees cooler than Chicagoland. We are excited and exhausted.” 

In April, long-time member Becky Hickox took a tumble while out walking and broke her shoulder.  After 8 weeks 
in a sling it was determined that it wasn't healing properly, and the shoulder was replaced on June 4. Healing has 
been slow but steady. She wishes to thank the friends from church and elsewhere who have offered and given 
much-needed help despite the Covid-19 concerns. 

Elizabeth Baumann’s husband is working from home, and their daughter’s schooling is online.  Like many of us, 
they are just “hanging in there!” 

Mike and Eugenia Becker greatly enjoyed a trip to Costa Rica and Panama that included a cruise through the 
Panama Canal, in February before the virus hit. They would not set foot on a cruise ship now! Mike has been 
working on a family history; with the help of ancestry.com, he is up to 3000 ancestors!  Mike will get a new left 
knee this week. 

Marion and Sharon Dearman have moved to Salemtowne. Theirs is a two storey house, but entered on the upper 
level, so Marion does not have to navigate stairs.  Marion’s mobility is limited, but he has a battery-powered 
scooter. 

Lee Coyne is doing interviews in his garden for CCTV. One of his recent interviewees was Johnny Lake. Lee is 
also writing and is a consultant for a Democratic candidate. 

As I write this, Janet Neuburg, recovering from that skull fracture, is set to be released from the hospital on 
Saturday, August 1. Volunteers to provide meals to her during recuperation will be appreciated. Joan Stembridge 
is coordinating the meal planning; contact Joan at stembrij@yahoo.com or 503 569-7968.  Thank you, Joan!   
Life Lines Lay Ministry's Eric Schuman reports that Janet will also be glad to receive cards; for her address 
contact lifelineslayministry@uusalem.org. 

Please send me your news, or news that you may know of others, to gstruble@willamette.edu.  
~Thanks, George Struble  

Splinters from the Board 
Legacy campaign: George Struble presented information about the Campaign and reported that there 
are several planned gifts already established totaling a value of $675,000. The campaign is valiantly 
continuing during the COVID restrictions. 
Restorative Communications Policy and Procedures: The board voted to accept the Restorative 
Communications Policy presented by Stephanie Jernstedt, chair of the Safer Congregation Committee.  The 
board also received information on the Restorative Communications Procedures developed by the same 
committee, which do not require board vote. This information is posted on the UUCS website, and The Safer 

mailto:lifelineslayministry@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/about-us/organization/safer-congregation-committee/
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Congregations Committee will be offering training to all members, as well as   sermons on the topic, so that the 
concept of respectful communications will be part of our culture. Stephanie emphasized that the goal of 
Restorative Communication isn’t to solve problems between members but to facilitate the problem-solving 
process between members:  
Survey: Janet submitted the results of the congregational survey conducted in February. She has submitted the 
full report to the Communications Team and it is posted on the website. 

Habitat and Hope Village: Lynn and Christine reported on their meeting with HHV members where they 
shared the board’s questions on the project.  They suggested that HHV hold congregational information 
meetings to educate the congregation on the current state of plans. Two representatives from HHV attended 
the Board retreat in July to continue the dialog. 

Executive Committee Splinters 
Kaleidoscope Preschool: The preschool was given permission to continue using Hanneman Hall until 
February because our building remains closed and they need to comply with space guidelines due to continued 
restrictions related to Covid-19. 

Parking lot: The Facilities team was asked to bring to the Board a recommendation on a timeline and 
costs for updating the parking lot. The board will call an on-line meeting to vote on this. 

Special Budget meeting: A special budget meeting was called during the 7/27/20 online Board Retreat to 
discuss the 2020-21 congregational budget. The board voted to accept the budget and send it to the full 
congregation at the Annual Meeting for a congregational vote.  

~Submitted by Christine Ertl, Board Chair 

Remembering 
Barbara Hanneman, Our Longest-surviving Founder 

Barbara Hanneman was the last living of our 1949 founders. The American 
Unitarian Association required ten people to form a society; Barbara and her 
husband Gene were among the ten. Barbara was always among the workers and 
leaders. I heard her tell of doing RE programs while FUSSO (First Unitarian Society 
of Salem Oregon) was meeting at the YMCA.  They had to bring all their equipment 
and supplies every Sunday, and pack them back up and take them home again 
after the service.  Barbara and her cohorts were so happy to have their own space 
in the church at 19th and Breyman Streets! 

Barbara was very competent at whatever she did; she was executive secretary to 
three governors.  She knew many of the influential people in the state. So, when it 
was time to arrange for a mortgage for our new church in 1997, she could arrange 

a meeting with her friend Bill Meier, president of Pioneer Trust Bank. I remember that the meeting resembled a 
love-in, while I thought to myself “these are bankers; when is the other shoe going to drop?” But it never did! 

When UUCS formed the building committee for our new church in 1994 or 1995, Barbara was of course one of the 
members. At one point we realized that a major part of the furnishings we would need were chairs for the 
sanctuary. Barbara, Pam Williams, and probably one other person investigated possible chairs and made the 
excellent choice of the chairs we have been using every Sunday. But at $100 each, 300 chairs would cost $30,000 
that was not in our budget.  Barbara had the answer. She organized “chair dinners.” Barbara was a gourmet cook. 
Each dinner was for ten guests; each guest paid $100 (one chair), and Barbara also kicked in $100 in addition to 
the food. At first there was a waiting list for those dinners; toward the end some of us felt an obligation to fill the 
tables. Over two years Barbara hosted twenty-eight of those dinners and raised the $30,000! When we ordered the 
chairs, we discovered that a quantity discount lowered the cost by $4500. That saved $4500 went into a “Chair 
Fund” that could be used for special things; a small portion of that fund remains on our balance sheet to this day. 

Barbara was our art and aesthetics czarina. If you look around, you can realize that except for our stained-glass 
window, we built a very plain building. But visitors always comment how beautiful it is; that was Barbara’s doing! 

So, when it was time to build our fellowship hall, the natural thing was to name it Hanneman Hall. 

When Barbara died in November 2017, she left one final contribution: $1,000 of her estate came to our church.  It 
went into our Memorial Fund. 

Her life still benefits us! 

https://uusalem.org/2020/07/15/results-of-survey-earlier-this-year/
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Worship Services and Religious Education 

Sunday, August 23  UUCS Member Jack Tally 

"The Adventures of Under-know Dog" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian 

 

Using his playfully developed anti-hero, alter-ego as a guide, Jack shares some serious but 

mostly lighthearted insights about the search for “truth” and how living in these “post-truth” times 

may make it more challenging. What mental tools can a person use to navigate and discern the 

best path(s) along the way?  

Sunday, August 9  Rabbi Yisraela Tubman 

"Mourning Into Dancing" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian 

 
How are we to turn mourning into dancing? Dealing with all of the current changes in our day to day lives has 
taken an emotional toll on us. We grieve our losses: of freedom of mobility; physical connection with our loved 
ones; myth of racial justice; political integrity; and the list goes on. Once we face our grieving selves, whom do 
we turn to for guidance or support? What tools do we use? How do we choose a path? When we start answering 
these questions for ourselves, then we have the material from which we can create a new framework for a 
positive reality. 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email 
your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you are 
a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 

August Share the Plate Recipient:  UUCS Partner Church in Simenfalva 

Online Sunday Services – Watch our website for a link to each service  

Sunday, August 16  The Rev. Mark Gallagher 

"About Forgiveness" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian 

 

Each of us has at one time or another harmed or disappointed someone. Each of us has been 

done wrong. How we deal with that shapes our lives in important ways.  

Sunday, August 30  The Rev. Mark Gallagher 

"Evolutionary Mind" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett 
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian 

 
We know that we humans are part of the vast evolution of life on Earth. Let us open our minds and hearts to that 
remarkable reality. 

mailto:office@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/2020/07/28/share-the-plate-recipient-for-august-2020-is-our-partner-church/
https://uusalem.org/worship/upcoming-worship-services/
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Lily Walker  dlre@uusalem.org 

DLRE Assistant: Megan Roller  
 
Music Director: Laura Christian 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Kit Abrahamson 

 
Board Chair: Christine Ertl 

boardchair@uusalem.org 

 
Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger 
Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir with help from 

Sharon Pierson, Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa Struble. 
Final formatting completed by S. Pierson. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly 
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week email 
and/or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, August 28, 2020. 
This Week submissions are due by Wed. noon. 
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