
DONATION INFORMATION TO ASSIST VICTIMS OF THE FIRE 
 
Dear Friends; 
 
A number of you have expressed a desire to donate funds to support the crisis that agencies 
and citizens are facing in the Santiam Canyon as a result of the wildfire that swept through our 
communities. 
 
Let me be clear about one thing:  I am not asking you to make a donation! Nor will any donation 
be directed to me.  You asked for direction so here it is. The need is high for assistance.  The 
brothers and sister firefighters of the canyon fire agencies are still maintaining an ongoing 24/7 
emergency response program to assist members of the communities they serve.  Working in 
toxic air conditions and extremely dangerous situations, they respond repeatedly through this 
crisis to the calls for help regardless of the devastation. 
 
Working with the administration team of the Gates Fire Department we have created the 
following process for those of you who wish to contribute to the needs and the healing. 
Firefighters lost homes and personal items in many departments.  Quite simply they need some 
help. 
 
If you decide to donate, please send your check to 
Chief Jack Carriger, Gates Fire Department 
1988 W Ida  
Stayton, OR 97383 
Please include a short note with the following information:  

1. Name, address, phone # 
2. Amount of donation 
3. Desired distribution of funds – can be for any specific department in the Santiam 

Canyon or to all departments equally. (Gates, Mill City, Detroit, Lyons were the most 
devastated communities) 

4. Specific desired use of your donation.  i.e. “assistance to people who lost property”, or 
“food for needy citizens”, or perhaps “assistance to firefighters who lost homes, 
personal property, belongings, vehicles, cell phones, etc” or your own choice. 
 
We will do our best to honor your specific requests.  And know that your donation will 
make a tremendous difference in meeting the immediate needs of those who have 
suffered losses. 
 
This has been a massively destructive event with immense impact on emergency service 
agencies.  We thank you for thinking of us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gary R. Swanson --- Retired Fire Chief/Active Volunteer Gates Fire District 


