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December 2020 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Prepare Dinner for Homeless Families December 6-12  

The Family Promise ministry needs help feeding 21 unsheltered family members December 6-12. 
Because of the wildfires, Family Promise has taken in an extra family. We need 3 volunteers to 
prepare or buy and deliver meals. Click here to sign up online. You can find additional ways to 
engage here on their website. 

Join the Christmas Eve Lantern Walk 
As we are not able to gather in person for Christmas Eve Service this year, 
consider joining us outdoors at UUCS on Christmas Eve from 4:30-5:30 pm for 
the UUCS Lantern Walk. Participants will walk along a path lined with white lights, 
carrying candle lanterns. (See below.) We will begin gathering at 4 pm. But you 
and friends and family may come at any time from 4:30 to 5:30 to walk the path. 
Masks are mandatory. Line monitors will assure that everyone keeps a safe 
distance. 

In the spirit of giving and exchanging gifts, there 
will also be an Ornament Exchange for those who 
wish to participate. The Gift Tree will be along the 
path. Leave your gift ornament there and receive 
one that was brought by someone else. 

On Christmas Eve our hearts, like the stars that 
have guided people throughout history, including those three wise men so long 
ago, shine forth as the guiding light of love, warmth and compassion.  As we walk 
together in quiet illuminated contemplation, the interdependent web of our offering, 
like light upon light, illuminates the path of healing, connectedness and comfort for 
ourselves, for our community, and for our hurting world. 
Make and bring your own lantern light: In order for the lantern walk to work 
well, we all should carry actual candles, not LED flashlights. Mason or other 
suitable jars will be needed to hold and protect the candles from wind. If you have 
or can make a candle‒lit lantern, bring it. Email Lily Walker to learn more about 
constructing a Mason Jar candle‒lit lantern, at dlre@uusalem.org. There are also numerous examples and 
tutorials available on the internet. UUCS will have some extra lanterns and votive candles on hand for those who 
do not have them.   

Donate Extra Jars & Lights for Lantern Walk: We will need to make extra candle lanterns for those who do 
not bring them to the Lantern Walk and also need additional lights. Therefore, the Worship Team is asking for 
donations of clear white Christmas lights and of Mason and other jars large enough to hold a votive candle. Bring 
them to UUCS and place them in the Christmas Eve collection box at the front entrance of the building.  

Clothing Drive for Folks in Transition Until December 11 

The De Muniz Resource Center has requested help with filling their clothing closet with 
functional used clothing for those folks in need as they set out with less than the bare 
essentials. Clean (no odor) “imperfect” coats, shells, sweatshirts/pants, belts, flannel, 
hats and gloves are highly appreciated from those needing the resource. Imperfect but 
functional shoes are appreciated too. We hope to get enough donations to get folks 
through the Fall and Winter. The clothing drive will end December 11.  Drop your 
donations in the UUCS lobby weekdays. 

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/FamilyPromiseSignup20
https://www.familypromisemwv.org/
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
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As the year 2020 winds down I reflect on how hard it has been for so many – the pandemic, the fires, the 
social and political unrest – what a toll all this has taken on us in so many ways! Yet, it has also been a year 
in which the congregation has shown its grit and creativity as we adapted to new conditions. Thanks to the 
dedicated efforts of volunteers and staff we have continued to worship, learn and explore, to meet for our 
business and to stay connected as best we can. We even conducted a badly needed Legacy Campaign to 
generate support for our endowment fund – heartfelt thanks for George Struble's leadership. This campaign 
will make a profound difference in the future well-being and stability of our beloved congregation.   

The holidays will be quieter for most of us this year as we continue our practices of social distancing. Many, I 
included, have often felt that the holiday season had become too frenzied, commercialized, high caloric and a 
cruel reminder of their loneliness for those without family and friends close by. Now, alas, there will be more 
loneliness for too many who can’t gather during this time. I will especially miss seeing everyone at our 
candlelight Christmas Eve service.    

Yet, being quiet and alone need not lead to loneliness: it can be a time for the enjoyment of sweet solitude, 
an opportunity to appreciate the manifold gifts of life in quieter, deeper ways. Perhaps you will join us as we 
take a quiet candle‒lantern walk on our grounds on Christmas Eve or join us online for our 
livestreamed Christmas Eve Service. (Look for details in this newsletter.) Or you may choose to make 
a prayer flag to give expression to your hopes and dreams for our congregational community in the coming 
year. (Look also in this newsletter for information about how we will help you create your own prayer flag.)     

After mulling this over, I realize what my soul has instructed me to put on the prayer flag I will design. There 
will be two wings, between which will be a simple chalice, and the flame above will be a five-pointed star. The 
wings will represent the encouraging, compassionate lift we give and receive from one another and the spirit 
of life that helps us soar above and beyond our fears and imagined limitations. The simple chalice will 
represent our liberal, free faith congregation. And the star will symbolize the hopes and dreams, the deep 
yearnings of our hearts.  I can’t wait to see the many symbols and images that will be on your prayer 
flags. Please do create one!   

So, let us end this year on a note of hope. The time will come when we can gather again. New vaccines have 
been created and are beginning to be distributed. Then, too, the coming year will see a new president take 
office, one who has pledged to help our divided nation heal, restore our nation’s image abroad and work with 
other nations to address the great challenges posed by climate change. Even as we will most certainly 
remember this year for the hardships and challenges it presented, let us also acknowledge the strength and 
love and commitment we have discovered within ourselves and one another. 

Love, 

Rick 

Needing a Compassionate Connection? 
If you need a compassionate connection with Reverend Rick and the members of Life Lines Lay Ministry, you 
can join us on the second Sunday of each month at noon by clicking on this link. Although we meet online, we 
will do our best to create a safe and confidential space for you to share your concerns and in turn receive the 
support and compassion that is the foundation of our congregation. 

https://uusalem.org/somemeetinglink/lifelines/compassionateconnections
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Behind the Chalice 

This month in Children’s Religious Education we will be exploring the many ways our UU faith invites us to 
become “A People of Stillness” with lessons aimed at re-directing the hustle and bustle of the holiday season 
toward the deeper and more authentic meaning of Christmas. In addition, we will enjoy the blessing of childlike 
wonder that accompanies the holiday season, together with games, stories and activities that celebrate the joyful 
anticipation of Christmas morning with the children.   

Children’s RE is being held live via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am just before the live-streamed general 
service. The link to the family service is located on the front of our website in the Upcoming Service box. Contact 
Lily Walker at dlre@uusalem.org to be placed on the email list for weekly announcements. Also, the LRE Team 
frequently delivers craft materials to the homes of children enrolled in the program. Email Lily to be included in this 
offering. 

The UUCS Youth Group meets at 5 pm on Thursday evenings. We currently have a group of four teenagers 
regularly attending. For the most part the group enjoys playing easy trivia and “would you rather/have you ever” 
style games, and sharing their favorite music, podcasts, books, and videos with each other. On the deeper side, 
we’ve also been sharing our own art, we have plans to send post cards expressing our concerns about the run-off 
races in Georgia and have spent some time talking about school/homeschool and our experience this year given 
the restrictions of COVID. If you have, or know of, a teenager in our area — especially 14-15 year olds — who you 
think might benefit from an informal and fun-centered connection group, please reach out to Lily Walker at 
dlre@uusalem.org, or Megan Roller, at meganea84@gmail.com. We will happily send an invitation to the teens 
and their families. Remember, teens need not be members of UUCS.  

The familiar saying, “the third time is a charm!” most certainly rang true for the Adult RE class on The World’s 
Religion’s being taught by Don Wolf and Reverend Rick Davis. Not only was material presented in this month’s 
class on Confucianism clear, advanced and well-organized, the structure of the Zoom meeting and the timing of 
the breakout rooms this month allowed for the opportunity to engage the material and connect with each other in a 
meaningful way. Next month’s class on Taoism is being held on December 29 at 6:30 pm. It’s not too late to join! 
Click here to register. 

 

Lifespan Religious Education 

We have been speaking to you from "Behind the Chalice" for several months now, giving you at times a bird’s eye 
view of what is going on to bring you the weekly Sunday services and help keep us connected during these times 
when we cannot physically be together. We've had our ups and downs, but we are getting the bugs worked out 
and are getting smoother in our delivery all the time. Photos, taken by Gil Nicholson-Nelson and recently published 
on our website, show the twelve or so people who show up each week working with camera, sound, video, music, 
LRE, signing, as well as the minister, celebrant, coordinator and once in a while a guest.  

Several people willingly take on several roles and are having a fabulous time learning new skills. It is good to have 
the same group of folks for a while, especially during these Covid upticks, but we are also getting to the point 
where it would be nice to have some new folks in the wings, for some future point in time, either when we get back 
together in person or possibly before. Are you one of those people? Do you have a little talent or skill in running a 
camera, following basic directions for a sound board, being a video engineer? If you are interested or would like to 
learn more about what is needed, contact Loriann Schmidt at productionteam@uusalem.org.  

Those of us Behind the Chalice wish you a peaceful December and hope to see you on YouTube. Until then, we 
remain yours in service. 

mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
mailto:meganea84@gmail.com
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/a2cccd
https://uusalem.org/worship/behind-the-chalice-blog/
mailto:productionteam@uusalem.org


December 1, 2020 The Chalice and The Flame — Volume 72/ Issue 4 Page 4 

Happenings and Highlights 
Help "Spread the Light" with our Christmas Eve Video 

You are invited to participate in creating our “SPREADING THE LIGHT” video for 
the Christmas Eve Service by contributing a photo or a 10-15 second video of 
yourself lighting a candle with another candle. Upload your image or video to this 
folder.  If you need more detailed instructions, read How To Upload Files To A 
Google Drive Folder. 

If you are unable to upload a photograph or film yourself, there will some slots for 
making videos on Saturday December 5, at the church.  Click here to sign up for 
one of these time slots. 

Prayer Flag Project: Sowing Seeds of Compassion, Connection and Hope 
As we envision the coming congregational year we gaze ahead with a sense of hope. To give vision to our lofty 
dreams, we invite all members and friends to participate in a collaborative project--the UUCS Prayer Flags for Our 
Hopes and Dreams. 

Beginning Saturday, December 19, and running through February 6, UUCS will open the Sanctuary on Saturday, 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings by appointment to allow very small COVID-safe groups to gather in the building 
and spend time reflecting on our Hopes and Dreams for our congregation, and for our outreach to the community 
and world in the coming new year. We will have blank Prayer Flags, fabric markers and utensils set up and 
available for use during this time. It is our hope that each of you will schedule a time to visit the Sanctuary this 
winter to make a Prayer Flag to contribute to our congregation-wide project.  

Appointments will be monitored by an employee of the church and will have a one-hour break between visitors to 
allow time for the area to be sanitized, and the HVAC system to recirculate the air in the Sanctuary between 
groups. Masks are required, and a temperature check will be conducted before participants are allowed access to 
the Sanctuary.  

However, even with all of the precautions in place, we also understand that visiting the Sanctuary during this time 
of COVID is not without risk. For this reason, we are more than happy to mail a blank prayer Flag canvas and 
instructional materials to your home. To assure your UUCS Prayer Flags are part of our Hopes and Dreams 2021-
22, return your completed flag by February 6.  
Should you have questions, wish to schedule an appointment, or request Prayer Flag materials be sent to your 
home, contact Lily Walker at dlre@uusalem.org. 

The UUCS Prayer Flags for Our Hopes and Dreams will be hung in the Sanctuary on February 13 and will be a 
featured in the February 14 Pledge Drive Sermon and a planned February 20 event. 

Fellowship Time via Zoom 
If you're really missing coffee hour after the service, sign up to join Fellowship Time via Zoom. The 
meeting will last about 30 minutes. You'll begin together and then be put into small "break-out 
rooms" for discussion. Bring your coffee and click to join! Sign up using our online form here. 

Where's My Money? 
Have you ever had a question about your contributions, team budget, or 
other accounting questions? If so, you may have called around for answers. Now you can 
send an email to accounting@uusalem.org. This email address goes to our Treasurer, 
Sharon Pierson, our Congregational Administrator, Emma Kreger, and our bookkeeper, 
Valerie Erfort. In waiting for a response, consider that each of us works part time, so it 
could be a day or so before you get a response. 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email 
your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you 
are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VfO3_yO4kh6TFOCrDmyIfdAIPNlUqw_J?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VfO3_yO4kh6TFOCrDmyIfdAIPNlUqw_J?usp=sharing
https://uusalem.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/How-to-Upload-Files-to-a-Google-Drive-Folder.pdf
https://uusalem.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/How-to-Upload-Files-to-a-Google-Drive-Folder.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084FACAF2DABFA7-christmas
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/ce1445
mailto:accounting@uusalem.org
mailto:office@uusalem.org
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Microfinance Update 

For the past three years, Eric Schuman has been teaching a course at Mid-Valley Literacy Center, for immigrants 
preparing to take the citizenship exam. Of course, these classes now are on Zoom, and Eric finds that Zoom has 
its advantages: he can quickly show his students any of a large number of resources. 

Eric also reports that he was asked by the Retired UU Ministers organization to write about LBGTQ efforts in the 
UUA in the 1980s. He had archives from his involvement at that time, which he handed over to a retired minister 
to write the story. Several years later, that minister confessed to Eric that she had done nothing and now her 
health was too poor. She gave all the papers back to Eric, requesting that he write the story.  He has done so, 
and it will soon be published electronically. Before then, look for Eric to build a Sunday service on this topic. 

Ri Danek, an insurance claims adjuster, lost one job to the Coronavirus, but found another that she likes 
better. Fortunately, Justin’s work on HVAC equipment has been steady, but virus protection protocols are 
challenging. Their three kids’ schooling by electronic means from home takes a good deal of attention from Ri, 
and like a number of other members, the family have not kept up with doings at UUCS. Following the Governor’s 
guidelines, there were to be just the five of them at Thanksgiving dinner. They will all be grateful when 
vaccinations against the Coronavirus can bring back a more normal life. Won’t we all! 

Barry and Marilyn Halgrimson’s daughter and son-in-law moved from Indiana to Green Bay, Wisconsin, so 
Barry and Marilyn moved too. They are delighted to be with their new grandson every other day. Barry was an 
election poll worker on election day, then had to quarantine for two weeks. Barry’s dad had left a stack of tanned 
deer hides in a closet for fifty years; Barry is now making them into pillows to give to family members for 
Christmas! 

Craig Rowland’s companion dog, Casey, passed away recently. Craig is very sad, missing his friend. He 
is looking for another companion to help calm his anxiety. 

Jim Randall is fighting lung cancer. He has been through radiation treatments and is optimistic about his 
current immunotherapy program. Cheryl continues with a meditation group and a singing group – both by Zoom. 
Jim and Cheryl are also active in the life of their seven-year-old grandson Benjamin, who is growing up bilingual 
(Spanish and English) in Keizer. 

I invite you all to tell me about things in your life that could be of interest to other congregation members. Also, tell 
me about things you know about others who might not think to tell me themselves.  I’m usually one of the last to 
know of developments, so I need your help! 

~George Struble 

News of the Community 

Thank you for Helping the Poorest of the Poor! 
Thank you so much for your generous donations and purchases of Lao scarves during October which will benefit 
the UUCS Microfinance Projects. We raised a total of $6,065! During the past year, your support has helped the 
poorest of the poor in Nicaragua, Peru, and India. 

At the October 8 UUCS service, Dr. Francisco Barquero, Director of Microfinance for our partner organization, The 
NEO Fund, gave a very moving definition of poverty: 

“Poverty is about not having enough money to meet basic needs including food, clothing, and shelter. Around two 
billion people or 36% of the world’s population, lived in extreme poverty in 2019. Fifty percent of the population in 
developing countries, like Nicaragua and India, live on less that $2 per day. 

However, poverty is more than just not having enough money. The poor are the most vulnerable people – the ones 
who have to choose between eating dinner or buying medicine for their kids, who do not have a future. 

 Poverty is hunger 

 Poverty is lack of shelter. 

 Poverty is being sick and not being able to see a doctor. 

 Poverty is not having access to school and not knowing how to read. 
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 Poverty is not having a job, it’s fear for the future, living one day at a time. 

 Poverty is a situation that people want to escape. 

So, poverty is a call to action. Poverty is a call to change the world so that many more people have enough to eat, 
adequate shelter, access to education and health.” 

On behalf of the UUCS Microfinance Committee, we thank you for responding to this call for action to address 
global poverty. Together, we will make a profound difference by lifting families out of poverty through a 
sustainable livelihood.  

~Ann Hanus, Chair, UUCS Microfinance Committee 

Habitat and Hope Update 
UUCS Farmhouse Transitional Housing Project 

There is a homelessness crisis in the Salem area and most people want 
something to be done. UUCS and Habitat and Hope Village, Inc. can provide 
one piece of the solution. This article provides information on the Farmhouse 
transitional housing project planned for an unused portion of the UUCS north 
parking lot. We are working toward an early 2021 congregational meeting 
when you will be asked to vote on leasing a part of the lot to HHV for the 
purpose of building a house for 5 people. Your support is critical: The project 
will not be built on this site without congregational approval. Visit the Habitat 
and Hope website for more information about our organization. Send your 
comments to habitatandhopevillage@gmail.com. 

Our target clients are single women who qualify as “diversion clients” as defined by the Mid-Willamette Valley 
Community Action Agency and The ARCHES Project. This means they have been homeless less than a year and 
do not require intensive case management.  At any one time, 35 to 50 women on the ARCHES waiting-for-housing 
list would qualify for the HHV Farmhouse transitional housing program. 

Entry into the HHV Program: Most of our clients will be referred from ARCHES. All will meet HHV criteria as part of 
a coordinated entry system. HHV will interview each client, go over the Handbook rules, have them sign a release 
of information, and do a background check.  

Partner Agencies and HHV Personnel: ARCHES will provide a Housing Stabilization Specialist or Case Manager 
who will report to an ARCHES Program Manager. The Program Manager will be charged with helping clients 
overcome barriers to permanent housing and locate housing. Support activities include arranging transportation to 
required appointments and helping clients procure first and last month’s rent, necessary clothing, employment, etc. 
HHV will provide a part-time Facility Manager (FM) who will report to the HHV board of directors. The FM, who will 
not live on-site, will work closely with ARCHES personnel to complete the coordinated entry system and promote 
the wellbeing of the community of women. Duties will include helping coordinate dinners, mediating issues within 
the household and attending to neighborhood concerns. For the first three years HHV will use volunteer Facility 
Managers because three years of successful management are required on applications for grants to fund 
employee salaries.  

Transportation Issues will be important to the success of the program: ARCHES will make sure the clients have 
transportation to the appointments they are required to attend. HHV is working with other service organizations to 
develop van sharing arrangements, and it is possible some Farmhouse clients will have cars. Also, a volunteer 
system could be created for runs to the grocery store. Regarding public transit, the closest Cherriots bus stop is 
roughly one-half mile from the proposed Farmhouse. Transit system administration is currently unable to justify 
adding stops or changing routes to reach the UUCS neighborhood. Since the Cordon Road area is building up 
quickly, we will continue working for community support for a closer bus stop. Even though bus transportation is 
currently an inadequate option we feel it is important to move ahead with the Farmhouse project. 

Community Outreach: Working with the surrounding population will be crucial to success. We have attended East 
Lancaster Neighborhood Association (ELNA) and East Salem Substation Neighborhood Association (ESSNA) 
over the last two years presenting our concept for transitional housing. We have also attended numerous 
organizational meetings around the Salem area. We are pleasantly surprised at how well our plans have been 
received and have heard very few NIMBY comments. HHV will work with nearby neighborhoods to develop 
memorandums of understanding and provide ways for them to contact HHV with concerns. 

~Submitted by Paul Wilson 

http://habitatandhopevillage.org/
http://habitatandhopevillage.org/
mailto:habitatandhopevillage@gmail.com
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Recently, the broad social justice movement in America has focused on injustices done to groups with a specific 
identity. Examples include women, Blacks, Hispanics, undocumented residents, LBGTQ and the mentally ill. My 
neighbor, who has significant experience with immigrants from many different countries, says there is a lot of 
discrimination and other injustices among those groups. If we define social justice as rectifying injustices 
perpetrated on a group because of their characteristics or origin there will always be another injustice to be 
eliminated. But when discrimination is treated as a systemic problem, structural changes can be made that 
reduce discrimination for all groups.  

Recent efforts to reduce the number of undocumented people from Mexico and Central America entering the 
United States had an unintended (or is it an intended?) effect of vilifying those from south of the border who are 
already here. This impacts all US citizens of Hispanic descent. They are now seen by many as undocumented 
residents no matter how many generations their family has been living in the US. 

A lot of US residents are disillusioned because they are not better off than their parents. Historically the 
expectation was that each succeeding generation would be better off than their parent’s generation. This is 
reflected in our country’s Gini Index, a measure of the inequality that has been increasing since the 80’s. 
Increasing inequality is seen in the shrinking of the middle class and results in increased stress on families. The 
stress caused by COVID-19—whether it is the death of a loved one, expensive medical bills, job loss, social 
isolation, or loss of housing or a business—is traumatic. 

Homelessness has become a systemic issue and is expected to increase when the ban on evictions and 
foreclosures ends. Salem’s government wishes homelessness would disappear 

As a congregation we need to determine our social justice priorities. Social justice efforts in other UU 
congregations have shown a congregation our size can handle three to four major social initiatives. At this 
moment, UUCS is sponsoring some small initiatives: the winter clothing drive for the De Muniz Resource Center 
(through December 11), working with MORPH to provide holiday presents for those with mental health issues 
(through December 4), and purchasing holiday wreaths to help farm workers (through December 2). The winter 
clothing drive has helped a lot of people in transition. Winter coats are especially needed. 

The social justice team is laying the groundwork for engaging the congregation next year on a decision about 
which social justice activities to pursue. There is an abundance of social justice issues we can address by 
partnering with others. The congregation needs to determine its social justice priorities and apply them. Once 
social justice priorities are known, the social justice team will work with congregation members to implement 
them. 

~John Prohodsky and Jack Tally, Acting SJ co-chairs 

Social Justice Report 

Legacy Campaign Final Report to the Congregation  
First and most important, THANK YOU to the Congregation for supporting this 
campaign. The longer-term financial future of the Congregation is more solid because 
of your participation. When we started, of course we had no idea that a Coronavirus 
would get in the way. It did. Lack of togetherness opportunities made it more difficult 
to bring our message to you, and we noticed that, try as our leaders did, many 
members sort of took a leave of absence, waiting for the end of the pandemic before 
resuming involvement with UUCS. But a good number of you did pay attention to our 
campaign and did participate, and we can report a modest success. 

One surprise was the discovery of end-of-life commitments that our members had 
already made. I knew of four as the campaign began. But during the campaign we 

learned of seven more; the total from all eleven is $1,035,000.  

During the campaign itself, twenty members or couples made commitments. Of these, twelve are cash (or stock) 
gifts of $65,123, either paid already or payable soon. Two others were commitments of annual payments from 
retirement accounts; their total is $18,000 per year. Seven made new end-of-life commitments whose estimated 
value is $180,000. (For those of you doing arithmetic, yes, these add up to 21 commitments: one member made 
both a current gift and an end-of-life commitment.) Some commitments were directed to the endowment fund, and 
at least one each to the maintenance reserve and the emergency reserve; still others left the use to Board 
discretion. 

https://towardsdatascience.com/clearly-explained-gini-coefficient-and-lorenz-curve-fe6f5dcdc07
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/SIPOVGINIUSA
https://uusalem.org/2020/11/08/clothing-drive-for-folks-in-transition/
https://uusalem.org/2020/11/14/order-holiday-wreaths-from-mlp-by-december-2/
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Splinters from the Board 

Our goal was $1,000,000. To help us reach that, one couple offered an incentive: when the total from this 
campaign reached $450,000, they would give another $50,000 to get us to $500,000; furthermore, if our total 
were to reach $950,000, they would contribute yet another $50,000. We didn’t make it. Counting six years of the 
promised annual payments, our total from this campaign is $353,123. It’s still possible that news of some 
commitments just hasn’t reached me yet, and we will yet meet at least the first threshold and qualify for the first 
$50,000 incentive. 
I hope and believe that the effect of this campaign goes beyond the commitments made up to now. Part of the 
objective was to raise the congregation’s consciousness about the long-term health of the congregation and the 
possible ways we may contribute toward it. Our booklet explains some of the possible ways you can participate; 
we hope that you will consult the booklet and make your own end-of-life commitments to UUCS when the time is 
right for you. 

Finally, my appreciation to the other members of our campaign team: Diana Bodtker, Lynn Cardiff, Phil Carver, 
Phil Cogswell, Rick Davis, Susan Farris-Gosser, John Prohodsky, and Rob Schiff. 

~George Struble 

Habitat and Hope Village: The board reviewed the status of the Habitat and Hope project. Some board 
members continue to be concerned about siting the project on the north parking lot, as that location is not close to 
necessary resources such as a bus line, groceries or medical clinics.  Concern was also voiced for the burden the 
congregation will have to assume for an empty building, if the HHV project fails or no longer needs the facility.  A 
draft of a resolution to call a special congregational meeting to allow building on UUCS property has been written, 
to be reviewed by a local land use attorney. It was clarified that simply drawing up the resolution does not imply full 
board support of the project. Attorney fees for review of the resolution were also discussed and estimated costs 
will be approved before signing any agreements with the attorney.    

Re-opening the Building: Several programs have approached UUCS about the potential for using UUCS 
facilities for events, including requests to reopen the building for events in January 2021. We’ve created a 
reopening team to address COVID-19 safety.  The team includes staff from administration, LRE and music, a 
medical person, a production team member and the board chair. One of the most urgent reopening issues is air 
circulation, which has been referred to the Facilities Team. Also, the rental policy will need to be updated to 
include COVID-19 requirements. 
Social Justice Team:  Jack Tally reported on several efforts including a seasonal clothing drive to benefit 
“The Clothing Closet” at the DeMuniz Resource Center, which is a reentry program of the Community Action 
Agency. Clothing donations will be accepted until mid-December (more information on our website.) The Social 
Justice Team is also hosting the Holiday Wreath Sale of Mujeres Luchadoras Progresistas (MLP). Wreaths must 
be purchased by Dec. 2 and can picked up on Dec 5 at the First United Methodist Church unless other 
arrangements have been made.   

Fire Evacuee Parking: The board voted unanimously to approve the continued use of the North Parking 
Lot for the existing fire evacuee until the December 2020 board meeting. The lot is regularly monitored by staff and 
board to dissuade parking by uninvited guests. 

~Christine Ertl, Board Chair 

Check the UUCS website for the links to join! 

UUCS Services 

Every Sunday! 

9:45 am Family Service 

10:30 am Live-streamed Service 

12:00 noon Fellowship 

https://uusalem.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-09-25UUCS-endowment-booklet-page-seq.pdf
https://uusalem.org/2020/11/08/clothing-drive-for-folks-in-transition/
https://uusalem.org/2020/11/14/order-holiday-wreaths-from-mlp-by-december-2/
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Worship Services and Religious Education 

Sunday, December 20  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Light and Love " 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett  
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

It has been a dark year.  Yet, discoveries can be made in darkness.  Be still.  Be aware.  Let's see what then 

arises. 

Sunday, December 6  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
"UU Democracy in Action " 

Celebrant: Barbara Stebbins-Boaz   
Music: Kit Abrahamson, Laura Christian and George Struble  

One of the essential aspects of our religious tradition is its democratic nature. One essential aspect of democracy 
is the right to dissent when you think things are going awry. In my view, UUA leadership of our association has 
gone terribly awry, and I will share my honest critique of this and how to improve the situation through democratic 
processes. After this sermon we will post a chapter I have written for a soon-to-appear book by a number of UU's 
who share similar concerns about illiberal and intolerant trends in our liberal religious tradition. 

Sunday, December 13  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Confessions of a Tone-itarian on Beethoven's 250th " 

Celebrant: Brenna Norval   
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

December 16 will be Beethoven's 250th Anniversary. It's a good time to share my personal story of how this great 
artist changed my life in profound and meaningful ways.  

Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

Live Online at 7 pm 

"For So the Angels Come" 
Celebrant: Janet Stevens  

Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

Join us as we livestream our Christmas Eve service. Beautiful music, sharing the ancient biblical stories, a homily 
from Rev Rick ‒ a night to turn our gaze heavenward that we might align our hearts with the higher purposes of 
Love. 

December Share the Plate Recipient:    Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice  

Family Service 

(via Zoom) 

Sunday Service 

(Live-streamed) 

Fellowship Time 

(via Zoom) 

9:45 am 10:30 am Noon 

Sunday, December 27  The Rev. Craig Morrow 

Celebrant: Gloria Holland  
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

https://uusalem.org/2020/11/29/share-the-plate-recipient-for-december-2020-is-imirj/
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Lily Walker  dlre@uusalem.org 

DLRE Assistant: Megan Roller  
 
Music Director: Laura Christian 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Kit Abrahamson 

 
Board Chair: Christine Ertl 

boardchair@uusalem.org 

 
Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger 
Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir with help from 

Sharon Pierson, Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa Struble. 
Final formatting completed by S. Pierson. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly 
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week email 
and/or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, January 1, 2021. 
This Week submissions are due by Wed. noon. 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUSalem
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://uusalem.org/news-events-overview/events/event-publicity-request/

