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March 2022 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

UU Explorer Society Resumes March 6 

Vision and Leadership UU Explorer Society (VaLUUES) is meeting once again. This group is 
for individuals who volunteer on teams or for anyone thinking of taking on more of a leadership 
role in the congregation or in the community. We will be exploring what it means to volunteer 
as a spiritual practice and how leadership can be a journey of self-discovery that honors our 
unique gifts. Together we will be reading books, watching seminars, and attending online 
courses to develop our understanding of leadership roles in a spiritual community. 
Our first meeting will be on March 6 at 9:00 am. We will talk about what we would like from the 
group, our goals, and how frequently we would like to meet. 

The first book we will read together is “Serving with Grace.” Copies of the book are available in the office and also 
at our first meeting. VaLUUES meetings will be held in person with the option to attend via zoom. If you have any 
questions, email Craig Rowland at kraigpdx@gmail.com. 

Join Starting Point, Beginning April 3 

All are welcome to join Starting Point! Starting Point is a 4-week Experiential 
Group sponsored by the Membership Team, running Sundays: April 3, 10, 17 
and 24 from noon to 2:00 pm at the church. The series covers the historical and 
theological roots of Unitarian Universalism. It involves the participants 
personally—through the sharing of their spiritual journeys and provides guidance 
on how to get involved in the life of the congregation. 

For those who are new to our community, the group can help them decide if this 
congregation is the right fit for them. If it is, there will be an opportunity to sign 
the membership book at the end of the last session. For established members, 
the series is a great way to refresh their personal search for truth and meaning 
and an opportunity to get to know new friends. 

Childcare will be provided if requested two weeks in advance of first meeting. The meeting will be facilitated by 
the Membership Team. After the first session, the group will be closed to new attendees. The four sessions are: 
Session One: Your Journey, Sharing Our Stories and Spiritual Roadmaps, Session Two: The Unitarian 
Universalist Journey & The Journey of Our Church, Session Three: Our Journey Together, The Three Paths of 
Unitarian Universalism, Part One, and Session Four: The Three Paths of Unitarian Universalism, Part Two & 
Finding Your Journey Group. Click here to register. 

UUCS Needs You! 
At the Annual Meeting on May 22, the congregation will elect members to serve on its Board of Directors. This 
year, we will need to elect a new Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and three directors. To find candidates for these 
positions, the Nominating Committee is currently seeking qualified individuals who are willing to serve. Nominees 
must be "voting members" of the congregation for a minimum of one year. Only pledging members may vote. 
Visit our website for information about the Board of Directors or about governance under our Bylaws. Otherwise, 
ask our current board members. If you are interested or have more questions about the nominating process, 
contact Barbara Stebbins-Boaz, Nominating Committee Chair at bstebbin@willamette.edu. 

Diversity Concert Update 
The Rich McCloud concert on Friday, March 11, 2022, at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem has 
been cancelled. Our next scheduled concert will be Friday, April 15 at 7:00 pm, featuring Masumi Timson on the 
traditional Japanese instrument, the Koto. 

mailto:kraigpdx@gmail.com
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/StartingPoint
https://uusalem.org/about-us/our-governance/our-elected-leaders/
https://uusalem.org/uucs-bylaws/
mailto:bstebbin@willamette.edu
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It’s March—the very name of this transitional month (from winter to spring) reminds us that time does March on, 
and so must we. The ancient Romans named this month after Mars, the god of war, because this was when 
warmer weather allowed their armies to renew their endless campaigns of conquest. Leaving aside the militaristic 
overtones, the changing of the seasons and changes in our common life call for us to get up, get out, and re-
engage in life! 

And so, we have been regathering in greater numbers. It feels so good to begin seeing you again. The lack of 
interpersonal interactions over the past two years has taken a spiritual and a psychic toll on us—yet now we have 
the opportunity to restore and renew these connections. So, make it a point to come join us on Sunday if you 
haven’t already. 

In this time of new beginnings, it’s as though we’re entering a new land.  When visiting a new country (such as 
Romania, home of our Partner Church in Simenfalva) I have a heightened sense of awareness, beholding 
everything with childlike wonder, taking it all in because it’s all new and different, interesting, and tantalizing, full of 
promise and possibility. 

This calls to mind a tale about the ancient Sufi sage and satirist Mullah Nasruddin. One day he encountered a 
pilgrim along the way who had given up all his possessions to go on a spiritual quest to find true happiness, yet to 
no avail. He told Mullah of his sad plight—how in spite of his most diligent efforts and self-sacrifice he had not 
found what he sought. Mullah listened, taking it all in. While these two were drinking tea the call of nature came 
upon the pilgrim and he excused himself whilst Mullah continued to sit next to their belongings. 

Upon returning the pilgrim was horrified to see Mullah running off with his knapsack containing his remaining 
precious belongings and the modest sum of money he had to sustain himself. The horrified pilgrim pursued him, 
yet he was tired, and Mullah was surprisingly agile and knew the mountain paths, so he slipped away completely. 

The pilgrim knew he was defeated—he had lost it all! He began to weep as he staggered around a bend, not 
knowing what lay ahead for him. Then, suddenly, when he saw what was literally ahead of him on the path—he 
could not believe his eyes—it was his knapsack and money. Joy and gratitude flooded into the relieved pilgrim’s 
heart as he rushed forward to reclaim his precious belongings. Suddenly, Mullah jumped out from behind a large 
rock and happily proclaimed “Now you have found happiness!” 

Two years ago, the pandemic suddenly snatched community away from us. Until then we took it for granted, not 
fully appreciating what it offers us until it was taken away. During dark winter months when the pandemic raged it 
seemed that the time when we could regather lay far ahead, out of sight. Yet, here this opportunity is again on our 
path right in front of us as. Will you step forward and claim this? Embrace it and nurture it? 

Our UUCS community—it’s worth all the love and support we can give it, especially now. As we launch our annual 
financial stewardship campaign for this year our theme is “Growing Our Community.” Now that we have found it 
again, may we realize how precious it is, how much it deserves our most generous support. Soon, you will be 
contacted by a member of our pledge drive committee. Thank them for caring enough to do this work and then let 
your love for community, our community, inspire you to be generous. 

 

Love,  

Rick 
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Hello! I hope you’re all doing well! I came across this the other day and wanted to share it with all of you: 

Parenting Creed: 

A child who is respected will become Respectful. 

A child who is loved will become Loving. 

A child who is treated with fairness will became Just. 

A child who is listened to will become a Great Listener. 

A child who is given choices will become Responsible. 

A child who is treated with kindness will become a Great Friend. 

A child who is nourished in all these ways will become a Leader. 

None of us were given instructions on how to be the “Perfect Parent”. There are always new things to learn, new 
ways to parent, but at the end of the day we all want the same for our children; for them to be Respectful & 
Respected, Loving & Loved, Responsible and Kind. Most importantly, we want them to be Happy! 

We hope that by coming to LRE each week, your children will feel safe, respected, and heard, all while getting to be 
creative, make new friends and have so much fun while learning good morals and values in the process!  

We are now back in the Sanctuary at the beginning of the Sunday Service for the Time for All Ages and, after that, 
head back to LRE for a lesson and some fun activities!  

Unitarian Universalists have many ways of articulating 
our Seven Principles in simpler language. We teach our children the 
principles as Rainbow Promises, using the seven colors of the rainbow. 
 
Red:  Respect for All Beings. 
Orange:  Offer fair and kind treatment to all. 
Yellow:  Yearn to accept and learn about ourselves, others, and mystery. 
Green:  Grow by exploring what is right and true in life. 
Blue:  Believe in our ideas and act on them. 
Indigo:  Insist on a peaceful, fair and free world for all. 
Violet:  Value our home, Earth, that we share with all living beings. 

Each week we will be teaching a UU Principle, beginning with “Respect for 
All Beings!” We will be baking homemade bagels (yum!), reading stories 
about respecting ourselves and others and will have several options of arts 
and crafts available for your children to choose from! 

We invite your children (and you!) to dress up in things (hats, scarves, tutu’s, 
a red tie, or necklace, whatever is comfortable), matching the color for the 
week, beginning with red, to represent what we’re learning about! I’m a huge 
fan of dressing up for any occasion and my daughter is too! We can’t wait to 
see what your children choose to wear/bring! Have fun with it, please!  We 
hope to see you all there! 

 

~Molly Brown, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

~ Molly Brown, Director, Lifespan Religious Education 

Lifespan Religious Education 

https://obuuc.org/about-us/our-beliefs/uu-principles-and-sources/
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The UUCS annual pledge drive, “Growing our Community,” has begun! It’s exciting to see that pledges are 
already coming in. We are optimistic we will reach our goal of $282,000, which is what we need to maintain our 
annual program at current levels. This will help to begin rebuilding our community in the wake of the international 
pandemic that has affected so many of us, including our beloved UUCS. 

We have prepared the following resource to address some of the questions you may have about making a 
financial commitment to UUCS.  

What is the Pledge Drive? 
UUCS’s annual operating budget is primarily funded by the Annual Pledge Drive. When all UUCS members and 
friends make a commitment to the church during the Pledge Drive, we can maintain our worship and music 
experiences, deepen pastoral care, enhance children and adult religious education programming, and increase 
the impact of our community outreach. 

Whom does UUCS ask to pledge or donate? 
UUCS asks all members to pledge. Members cannot vote at congregational meetings without pledging and 
making a contribution towards fulfilling the pledge. Friends who attend services or programs, whether or not they 
have signed the membership book, are encouraged to join us in financial support of our community. We are a 
community of about two hundred families, so each gift is important. Our few other sources of income, such as 
share-the-plate, building rentals and fundraising events, have fallen drastically during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Therefore, donations from our members and friends are truly needed.  

How much should I pledge? 
We are asking all our members and friends to increase current pledges by an average of $20 per month. The 
amount you pledge, of course, depends on your household’s financial situation. Large or small, every pledge 
helps our community.  

When do I fulfill my pledge? 
Pledges made in February or March 2022 should be paid during the church year, July 1, 2022, through June 30, 
2023.  

How do I pay a pledge? 
Many members and friends contribute once or twice each month. Many authorize UUCS to automatically receive 
regular payments through their bank’s “bill pay” feature. Others place their checks in the plate on Sunday or mail 
them to UUCS. A monthly donation can be set up at no cost through PayPal Giving. Some make payments when 
they can. Some contribute a lump sum to cover the entire year. 

What if my financial circumstances change during the year and I can’t keep up with my pledge? 
Should a change occur in your financial status, and you are unable to meet your pledge, it is possible to adjust 
your pledge during the fiscal year by sending in a revised pledge form through the web site, or by contacting the 
office.  

Growing our Community Pledge Drive is Under Way! 

Pledge Now! 

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/2022EstimateofGiving
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/2022EstimateofGiving


March 1, 2022 The Chalice and The Flame — Volume 73/ Issue 7 Page 5 

More Happenings and Highlights 

Tai Chi, Anyone? 
One way to connect with yourself and with others is through movement. Is there anyone who would be interested 
in doing a little Tai Chi before Sunday service as a way to get your body, mind and soul in a peaceful, 
contemplative mood? Some of us were talking, and we would like to start a Tai Chi practice before service, 
meeting like at 10:00 for about 20 minutes. That would give us time to practice Tai Chi and still have time to get 
settled for the service. If the weather is nice, it would be great to meet on the patio right outside of Hanneman Hall. 
I am certified in Tai Chi for Better Balance, which is composed of 8 steps, but there must be others who also know 
one of the Tai Chi dances who could also lead? Being involved sometimes in the service itself could make it 
difficult for me to always lead, and it would be nice if this were a practice where a variety of people felt comfortable 
sharing their skills with us. If you are interested in being involved, practicing, and or leading, please let me know. 
You can email me at sara@uusalem.org and let me know. Thank you and take care, 

~Sara Pickett, Connections Team 
Choir Rehearsals are Happening! 
Choir Rehearsals have resumed on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:00 pm in the Sanctuary here at UUCS. We hope 
to sing with you all again, as we did last Sunday, February 27! 
~Robert Whalen, UUCS Music Director 

Appreciating Our Ancestors 
For March, Dina Triest’s poem shows how even family members we never met can send us messages of love. 

Standing Still 
Don't tell me the grandmothers left me no sign. 
Tiny, fine stitches marked their time with messages 
sewn into the hem of the baby's dress, young men's cuffs 
and lacy cloths with a Hardanger pattern. 
These are languages I can't decipher.  
Their firm fingers always worked while the grandfathers  
built up the map with a swiftness and sure foot. 
They spread out like a great road on a gallop 
with no end in sight 
and the land gave back, always demanding more. 

I sleep hard as a grandmother  
on pillowcases 
threaded with their dreams. 
I see the grandmothers 
dancing with ghosts of the North Sea 
Singing songs in an old tongue. 
Their dead voices echo in my head with the words 
they never had time to say. 
I listen to the languages they keep. 
We have come to the edge now. 
The grandmothers tell us to stop 
keep still and how we'll continue 
to stay where we are and live on. 

mailto:sara@uusalem.org
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Behind the Chalice 
The Tides of March bring us information about Bob Muir, a recent addition to the folks from Behind the Chalice.  
Check out his idea at the end and stay tuned for information on how that will happen!  - Yours, from Behind I Chal-
ice 

Position/s for Sunday Services: Celebrant, homily speaker, both recent. 

What do you most like about your position/s: I enjoy the opportunity to work with others on the Worship Team 
to help make Sunday worship a richly meaningful experience for everyone. 

What is one thing you would change: I would move announcements outside the service in several ways. First, 
give those entering the service a paper announcements leaflet. Then, after service ends, project an announce-
ment slide that people can see as they leave the sanctuary. Finally, we should remind everyone about the an-
nouncement board in Hanneman Hall and to check the monthly newsletter, The Chalice and the Flame, and the 
weekly email blast, This Week at UUCS.  

What is your idea of perfect happiness: Oh my, that is rare! However, I remember walking out on the deck one 
sunny day and looking into our backyard at the trees, bushes and flowers. My wife Becky, now deceased, followed 
me out. I became aware that I was perfectly content with the way everything was at that moment. I would not 
change a thing. I wanted nothing more. I told her I was happy and why. 

What is your greatest achievement: I believe it has been being a loving and supportive father to my son and 
daughter. 

What do you regard as the lowest depths of despair: Watching Becky die of a brain aneurysm while being un-
able to do anything to help her or even let her know I was there. 

What is your greatest extravagance: That's hard to know. However, one big guilty pleasure was on the day I 
went for a test ride in a bright red Prius, with no intention of buying any car. But, buy it I did. I was smitten!  

Who or what is the greatest love of your life: Family always has been: Barbara and my two children and my 
grandchildren, Becky and my parents (now gone), and my two brothers and sister, nephews, nieces and grand 
ones, too! 

Who are your heroes in fiction: Jean Valjean and then many more I'm sure. 

Who are your heroes in real life: Thich Nhat Hahn, Mohandas Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr., Nelson Mandela, 
Lhamo Thondup-the Dali Lama, Bishop Desmond Tutu, Dr. Albert Schweitzer, Dag Hammarskjöld, Sidhartha 
Guatama-the Buddha and Jesus of Nazareth-prophet of love. I see a pattern here: all deeply religious people. And 
then, there is Socrates-seeker of truth and wisdom and Albert Camus-lyric philosopher. And many more. 

What is a meaningful piece of music for you: I love many kinds of music, but among them all perhaps I have 
listened to and enjoyed most Dvorak's "Symphony from the New World." 

Where do you like to go in nature to revive: Those holy redwoods of Northern California, especially Jedediah 
Smith Redwoods State Park. Closer, second best, is Silver Falls State Park. 

Anything else: Yes, after we finish these Behind the Chalice bios, let's do "Before the Chalice," asking similar 
questions of those in the congregation who are willing to share something about themselves. 

Mighty Oak Award 

New art coming soon to the lobby.  Stop 

by to see it! 



March 1, 2022 The Chalice and The Flame — Volume 73/ Issue 7 Page 7 

Support Needed and Appreciated! 

Handsome Gift Received! 
In 2020, as part of our Legacy Campaign, Carol Doolittle designated a $20,000 bequest to UUCS. This year, 
she converted that to a current gift of $20,000. Knowing that our reserve funds need help, she assigned $10,000 
to our Maintenance Reserve Fund and the other $10,000 to our Emergency Reserve Fund. 

You know that our operating budget barely provides for the regular expenses that must be met in the current 
year. Anything extra, like replacing a water heater or taking advantage of a good new idea, must come from 
other funds. This very thoughtful gift enables our leaders to meet unforeseen needs and respond to new 
opportunities. Thank you, Carol! 

~George Struble, Endowment Chair 

Marion and Polk Foodshare Needs Donations 
Marion Polk Food Share comes by the first Monday of each month to pick up donations 
generously given by UUCS members, visitors, and staff. The donation site is the beautiful 
red wagon in our foyer. Let's fill it each month for hungry people in our community. 

The Marion Polk Food Share's most needed and wanted items are condensed milk, shelf 
stable milk, powdered milk, high protein items like canned tuna or other fish/meats, and 
beans. Peanut butter, canned fruit, veggies and dry beans, rice and pasta are also in high 
demand. New school supplies and sealed pet food are also accepted. If you want to 
donate, perishable food donations are accepted at Marion Polk Food Share Monday 
through Friday 8 am to 5 pm. They're located at 1660 Salem Industrial Drive NE Salem, 
OR 97301. 

2022 Pledge Drive Kickoff 

February 27, 2022 

The pledge drive runs through 

March 15.  See Page 4 for more 

information. 
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News of the Community 
It’s spring! A time for rejuvenation—of our bodies, of our lawns, gardens, and forests, and of our church 
community! A time to get outdoors. A time to seek out friends we haven’t seen for too long and renew our 
connections. A time to find new friends over coffee after our Sunday services, now that we can do that again.  
Yay! A time just to shake off things that wear us down—COVID, being indoors too long, not doing new things.  
Get out of our ruts! Do it with the help of friends! 

Please send good thoughts for Loraine Stuart’s grandson Ritchie Kennedy, who had surgery on February 10 
for an aggressive brain tumor but is doing well enough to come home. 

Sylvia Kline fell and broke a femur while downhill skiing on Mt. Hood in early February!  She was in OHSU for 
several days and is now recuperating at her niece’s home in Neskowin. LeRoy is shuttling between Westside 
Villas and the coast with their son. 

Joan Erickson tells me that Oddny Everson was to return home last Wednesday from a month in Salem 
Hospital following a stroke which paralyzed half of her body. Now unable to care for herself, she has family who 
live in Salem and will provide the care she needs. Prior to this unforeseen event, she was entirely self-
sufficient, exercising daily, feeling altogether healthy and vigorous. Please keep Oddny in your hearts. 

Claudia and Jim Ferguson are proud of their grandson Chase, who has just been admitted to MIT, where he 
expects to play football as well as study. His extremely high test scores helped him gain admission. 

Our granddaughter Lauren, who will graduate from Whitman College in May, has been accepted by the 
engineering school at Washington University in St. Louis; she is working toward becoming a chemical engineer. 

Meanwhile, Elsa and I passed a milestone in February: we have been married two thirds of a century – yes, 66 
2/3 years! 

A Joys and Concerns post by Rev. Rick: “With great sorrow and sadness we note the passing of Stacey Marie 
Cozart (1963 - 2022), daughter of Dina Triest and the late Dave Cozart, both longtime members of UUCS. 
Stacey lived in Denmark with her husband Carsten and two sons, Theo and Alexander. Dina and her son Steve 
Cozart will be flying to Denmark this Wednesday for the memorial service. Please send Dina and her family 
your love and ongoing support.” 

Joan and Jim Stembridge tell me, “We are thrilled to have completed the renovation work for the fifth refugee/
asylum home! The home will soon be filled with an Afghani family of nine.  We are so grateful to be part of this 
loving community that welcomes refugees into our midst and helps them to thrive. Thank you to all who 
participate in welcoming refugees into Salem. We each do what we can and all together we get the job done!” 

This is my last News of the Community column—at least for a while. I am taking leave from several church 
responsibilities and activities to concentrate on digging out the invasive blackberries in Bateman Woods. Keith 
Bateman eradicated them between 1977 and 1997 (when we built the church), but they are back. I started this 
crusade last fall, and with maybe 30 hours of work have done more than half the job—until we get to dig out the 
new growth! I will appreciate help. I can return to other things when the blackberries are in hand. 

I hope someone else will take over the News of the Community column. Thank you all for your help while I 
have been trying to report our news. 

~George Struble 

Rev. Rick and LRE Director Molly 

Brown during a recent service. 
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NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email your 
request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you are a 
pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 

Social Justice News and Comment 
Habitat and Hope Village 
Habitat & Hope Village (HHV) is working to fill a very important service to Salem’s unsheltered communities. 
Progress is being made to house our unhoused citizens with the development of Micro Shelter Communities. 
Donations have been received for the purchase of one hundred and twenty houses. A big Thank You to 
everyone who participated in the program. 

Now that more people are being housed, HHV is proposing to build a portable/movable shower trailer to 
support the hygiene needs of the residents. 

To become employed, everyone needs to be clean and well-groomed to make a good job interview. Good 
hygiene will also lead to better health and attitudes about life. HHV will donate the new shower trailer to 
Church@thePark, a local nonprofit that works with the unhoused population, to manage the shower trailer. 

Please check out our shower trailer proposal and help make this a reality. We need materials, volunteer 
labor, and the support of local businesses and additional non-profits. Together, we can make a difference in 
the quality of life in Salem for our unsheltered neighbors. You may reach us at Habitat & Hope Village, Inc. 
5090 Center Street NE, Salem, Oregon 97317 or visit our website. 

~Paul Wilson 

The 8th Principle of Unitarian Universalism and Elimination of Social Injustices 

The proposed 8th Principle of Unitarian Universalism is: 

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm 
and promote journeying toward spiritual wholeness by working to build a diverse multicultural 
Beloved Community by our actions that accountably dismantle racism and other oppressions 
in ourselves and our institutions. 

The proposed 8th Principle addresses the lack of diversity and systemic racism in Unitarian Universalism. 
Why it has been proposed is discussed in the 8th Principle’s background on the UUA website. The proposed 
8th Principle should be discussed by the congregation and, hopefully, adopted by UUCS. 

The creation and exacerbation of racial, social, economic, and class differences, I feel, have distracted us 
from addressing why we have not been able to create a better life for all. The oligarchic plutocracy that rules 
America works in the background creating division and strife that prevents us from recognizing and removing 
the power they have over America. For America to come together we need to heal the divisions that keep us 
apart. Adopting the 8th Principle and implementing it will be a healing and unifying event for Unitarian 
Universalism. 

I see Unitarian Universalism’s Principles as its mission and the foundation upon which congregations build 
their mission and vision. If UUCS adopts the 8th Principle, it would become part of its mission and guide its 
actions. Ideally, we would monitor and manage its implementation, i.e., be accountable for its implementation. 

Besides racism, other divisive issues include LGBTQ, immigration, guns, women’s autonomy (including 
abortion), progressive laws, and non-Christian religions. We can’t address all those issues today, but if UU 
congregations come together and create the visibility, momentum, and engagement needed to create the 
critical mass that eliminates racism, we will have the skills, confidence, and capability to reduce, if not 
eliminate, the injustices that distract us from coming together to create a better future for all. 

~John Prohodsky, Social Justice Team Chair 

mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://habitatandhopevillage.org/
https://www.8thprincipleuu.org/background
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Current Reopening Guidelines During COVID 
The Reopening Team implemented the following protocols as of February 16, 2022: 

• Sunday services will continue in person and live streamed. 

• Meetings will continue live—or zoomed if preferred. 

• Congregational singing during Sunday services has resumed. 

• Coffee service following Sunday services has resumed with food and drink allowed in the building at all events 
beginning February 20. 

• Registration for Sunday services will continue to be required. 

• Masks must be worn by everyone 5 years and older, except when alone in a closed office. 

• Vaccination requirement to continue for everyone 18 and older. 

• Kids must wear masks only inside. 

• Children may be in the sanctuary during services beginning February 27. 

• Choir may sing during services beginning February 27. 

• If someone in the UUCS building tests positive or has been in the building within 3 days before the positive test, 
or has symptoms, or has been exposed to COVID-19 they must contact the office and must not enter the building 
for five days from when symptoms began. That person will remain anonymous. Exposure means being in close 
contact, within six feet and for at least 15 minutes in a 24-hour period, with a person who has recently tested 
positive for COVID-19. Using our contact tracing, the office will notify folks who have been exposed while in our 
building. 

Splinters from the Board 
Team reports: 

Committee on Human Resources (CHR) Strategic Plan Report. Craig Rowland reported CHR is getting 
back on track after a long hiatus and after multiple hires.  Position descriptions for a variety of volunteer work 
need to be evaluated, especially regarding how well the descriptions track with the actual work of staff. The 
personnel manual is being updated as well. 

Finance Team Report. Robin LaMonte reported the Finance Team will adopt a procedure to identify how to 
fund unanticipated expenses and communicate them through the Team Council. This came from a request to 
address unanticipated expenses that the Landscape Team incurred when funds to replace several stolen 
items had to be identified. 

Lifespan Religious Education Monthly Report.  Lynn Cardiff reported that attendance has grown, with 
eighteen kids in LRE last Sunday. Additionally, new families are joining UUCS. 

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Sharon Pierson reported that income from the current month is a bit ahead of 
what was anticipated. Fundraising, primarily from the auction and concert series, has contributed about 
$8,000 in revenue. 

Board Actions: 

Ratified payment for Mighty Oak Award. The Board previously approved the concept of a Mighty Oak 
award, a volunteer memorial, and the Executive Committee authorized up to $1,300 to purchase artwork to 
memorialize the award. The Board ratified this payment. 

Reserved up to $5,000 for attorney fees related to the HHV lease agreement. 

Although UUCS does not have an invoice for this bill yet, the board gave preliminary approval to have the 
expenses documented. UUCS will not pay the bill until the itemized invoice and bill is received.  

Approved an exception to the policy on hiring UUCS members. The board approved an exception to the 
policy (of usually not) hiring UUCS members for Loriann Schmidt as pianist. Discussion clarified that this 
position is not involved in UUCS operations or policy, and therefore there is not a potential conflict between 
the staff role and the membership role. CHR was asked to review how other UUCS churches handle the 
issue of hiring members. 

Acknowledged Hiring of Loriann Schmidt as UUCS pianist. The Music Director is charged with hiring the 
pianist and the board acknowledged the hire. 
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Worship Services and Religious Education 

Sunday, March 20  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Finding Our Voices" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens  

It's hard to speak up sometimes, yet if you don't something important will be missing. Our liberal 

religious tradition encourages us to be true to ourselves and our own experiences and share our 

honest perspectives.  

Sunday, March 6  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"It’s a Shame" 

Celebrant: Gloria Holland  

Shaming others for their actions and attitudes has become more pronounced in recent years.   

What purposes are served by this?  Is this necessary?   Are there other ways? 

Sunday, March 13  Sara Pickett 

"They Looked to the Sky" 

Celebrant: Bob Muir  

Through experiences of the interconnecting web of all existence we foster compassion and 

gratitude in ourselves and towards others.  

Sunday, March 27  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"The Meaning of Your Life Is…" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett  
 

What makes for a meaningful life? What does true success look like? What brings lasting 

satisfaction 

March Share the Plate Recipient:    Our Partner Church in Simenfalva, Romania   

https://uusalem.org/about-us/partner-church-in-simenfalva-romania/
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Molly Brown dlre@uusalem.org 

LRE Assistant: Sarah Gonzalez   
 
Music: Dr. Robert Whalen  

musicdirection@uusalem.org 
 
Board Chair: Christine Ertl 

boardchair@uusalem.org 

 
Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger 
Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir with help from 

Sharon Pierson, Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa Struble. 
Final formatting completed by S. Pierson. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly 
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week email 
and/or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  newsletter 

is 8:00 pm on Friday, April 1, 2021. 
This Week submissions are due by Wed. noon. 
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